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ADVERTISEMENT.
TH E publication of tbji/bllowing Letter bas

been delayed now almoft a full year, in hopes
that the Treatment received might by time and
refletion appear in its proper colours to the
Authors ojj;f. But fince I find it does not, I
can no longer defer this Vindication of myfelf,.

againft both the Principal and bis under-
Agents. And tho’ this Vindication with re-

Jpect to the former, 1 bope, may prove fufficient ;

yet, as to the latter, I find myfelf under an
abfolute neceffity of doing [fomething more : in
order to place myfelf in fuch a flate of Inde-
pendency, that 1 may do juftice to my Patients

" and fecure both them and m}ZZ’[f Jrom all the
e

ill effects to which we bave been bitherto ex-
pofed, from two caufes, viz. an abfolute refu-
Jal by fome to make up my Prefcriptions, and
an adulteration of them by others. By this to-
‘2al or partial negative, which the compound-
ers of medicines bave thought fit to put upon
my Prefcriptions, my Patients bave been fome-
times deprived of any Remedics at all, and at
others of the effect which they might hope for
Jrom them. This bas naturally given others
a diffidence and unwillingnefs to put themfelves
under my care ; fince, whatever good opinion they
might poffibly entertain of my Skill, z‘l? might
Juflly fufpect that it would be rendere in@ﬁ’c-
tual by fuch proceedings as thefe,
1 know
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I know but one fingle Method which can pre-
went thefe Practtices and Sufpicions, and that
s, for the future to prepare and difpenfe my
own Medscines, to all who fball defire them ;
and to take particular care that they fhall
confiff of the <very beff Materials, which will
be of great advantage to my Patients. And
- awhoever fhall reprefent this as an uncommon
thing, and below the dignity of a Graduate
Phbyfician, upon a hittle inquiry be will find,
that a great number of Phyficians do the fame
in all parts of England ; and fome not far off,
particularly Dr. YATES and Dr. BAREAM
at Hartford. But I mufft ingenuoufly own,
that the thought of putting tfz‘s Method in
prailice bere, was firft fuggefled to me by
Dr. AppINGTON bimfelf. '

I intend likewife, every Thurfday, being
market-day, to give my advice gratis, to Al
thofe who fhall afk it, and whofe circumflances
may be too narrow to permit them to advance
the ufual Fees.

1hall beg leave to take the opportunity in this

Second Edition to explain myfelf in relation
to the difpenfing of my own Medicines, &y
fignifying, That I have no objection to the
Apothecaries making them up for my Patients,
unlefs they are fuch Apotbecaries, as I bave
%reat reafon to think will not do juftice to my
refcriptions. ,

4




5z ’ find myfelf obliged to addrefs to

W I N% you, in this public manner, the
W £ 5 E83 following LerTeer 3 the necef-
BRI U8 fity of which will gradually appear

s to every Reader, more and more,
as he proceeds in the perufal of it.

‘When, ‘upon the advice and recommenda-
tion of feveral Gentlemen, 1 firft formed the
defign of fettling in this place; left it fhould
give Dr. Merrick or You any unreéafonable .
. umbrage, particular care was taken to inform
you early of it,"in fuch a manner as feemed
likely to be the leaft difagreeable. The Gentle-
man who waited upon you, delivered a Letter
to each of you, from a hand moft intimately
known to either ; and wasreceived and difmiffed
by Both, with as great civility as he could ex-
pect or defire. And had your fubfequent con-
duct been as confomant thereto, as Dr. MerRr1CK’S
has been, I thould have had no occafion at this
time to lay before you the inconfiftency of ir.
S To

W
A}
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To give weight to the contents of your
Friend’s LET t £ R, the Bearer, who always
thought the moft open and undifguifed way of
acting, the likelieft to have the beft - effet, ac-:
quainted you, in the frankeft manner, both with’
the Method in which I had proceeded in my -
Studies, and with the Views I had in defigning
to fettle in this part of the country : and the
fubftance of his converfation with you on this
occafion, according’to his repeated affurances,
was this.

That having been educated at Welminfer
fchool for eight years, under the care of Dr. |
Frienp, I dire€tly applied mryfelf to one of
thofe Arts, and afterwards to the reft, which
are gtnerally looked upon as a neceffary- Intro-
duffon to the knowledge of Phyfic. ' That |
ha¥ing gone through feveral courfes of Botany
and Anatomy, under the moft eminent Profef-
fors of each, I put myfelf under the direction
of 2 Chemift of great bufinefs ; where I had the’

_ beft opportunity of getting an infight, not only
into Chemiftry, but into the whole Materia.
Medica, and the compofition of all forts of
* Medicines. That during this time, at proper

wintervals, I read the Books recommended to

. &% me by the moft eminent Phyficians; and attended

Hofpitals and Infirmaries, where I faw and ob-
ferved their Method of treating almoft all kinds
of Difeafes. That I afterwards went to Paris,
where, under the inftru&tion of Monfieur GrRE-
GOIRE, the moft celebrated Man-midwife, I had
a repeated fight of, and likewife performed
"~ % A Knowledge highly neceffary for every Phyfician,

who is willing to detect the abufe of his Prefcriptions, and
to do juftice to his Patients, ‘

‘myfelf
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myfelf all the Operations neceffiry, in unnatural,
as well as natural Births. That having taken a:
* Degree in Phyfic, I returned to England ; and’
" having been examined by the College of Phy--
ficians in London, received from them a Di-'
- ploma, acknowledging the validity of that De~
gree, and granting me their LicENCE to prac-
tife. That having been 1 chofen Phyfician to
that Branch -of Chrift’s Hofpital which 1sat #are

" in Hartfordfbire, 1 had for feveral years a great
~ 1 number of Boys under my care; who being
continually fubje¢t to diftempers, had afforded- .
me, together with my other Pratice, a large
Scene of experience, by a variety of dangerous
Cafes. And, laftly, that my Defign in coming
to Henley, was to practife Phyfic and Man-mid-
wifery there, as I had hitherto conftantly done.

- Upon hearing this, Sir, you made no. other
objection than fuch .as feemed confiftent enough
with a regard to your Friend’s recommenda-
tion ; exprefling only fome diffidence and ap-
prehenfion with refpe&t to my fuccefs. You
faid, that this place was too near Reading to fup-
porta Phyfician ; and that none, for many years,
nad fucceeded here: and therefore you advifed
the preference of High-I¥ickbam, where there.
was neither Phyfician nor Man-midwife of any
eminence, nor at any other Town fo pear that
 as Reading is to Henley. ‘ .
Being fatisfied that this was a juft Reprefenta-
tion of what pafied between You and my Friend,
1 could not but be greatly furprifed at the gene

#® At Rbeims, where the famous Dr. Prrcairy took his.
+ Upon the Teftimonial and recommendation of Ds,
Meap, Dr. Moxrok, and Dr. Dob,
T Near two hundred.
S A 2 ral




(8)

ral alarm among the Apothecaries here, upon
my firft appearance in this place ; tho’ I had
declared to them, that I had no intention of
mixing up my own Medicines, (as is ufual with
the Phyficians of Hartfordfbire, from whence I-
cam: hither) if they would ingenuoufly do juft-
ice to my Prefcriptions. Notwithftanding
which, many falfe Stories were fpred about, .
and among the reft one of a complicated nature,
of which, with great appearance of probability,
You was reported to be the Author, wiz. That
from the account my Friend gave you of my
Defign, you could not well tell, whether I in-
tended to praltife as an Apothecary, Surgeon,
.Man-midwife, or Phyfician. No Invention
could have been more cruel than this, nor more
bafely calculated to do me mifchief ; which, by

* threatening, and feeming to ftrike at the particu-

lar intereft of each of the Apothecaries, united
them all ggainft me. Tho’ this gave me fome
fufpicion of your not having the beft intentions
towards me, yet it was with no fmall difficulty
that I could imagine you to be the real Author
of fuch a Story ; fince You yourfelf, by way of
complaint to me, had been pleafed to contradict
it, telling me, that by the Account you had
rc'ceived,%rom my Friend who carried, and from
yours who wrote that Letter,.you concluded, that
Iintended to practife only Man-midwifery. ‘And
yet my Friend fill abfolutely avers, that he told
you, that I intended to pratife Phyfic alfo ; and
that the words of your Friend’s Letter, which
he read before it was fealed, were likewife to the .
fame purpofe 5 and that the Gentleman who
wrote it has declared to him fince, that he never
gave
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gave you any other account of my. intentions
by word of mouth. : o

Thus difappointed and undermined by Ene-
mies, wearing the f{miling countenance of
Friends, and expofed to the whifpered infinua-
tions, refleCtions, and cenfures of the credulous
and the malicious ; I notwithftanding met with
fome fincere and candid Perfons, who heartily
efpoufed my Caufe, and fhewed me real inftan-
ces of regard and favour, the number of
whom was daily increafing. This incouraged
me to keep my ground, in a fituation not very
cafy ; which yet, tho’ often difagreeable, was
fometimes diverting. For I imagined it to be
not unlike that of a perfon, who being got into
the midft of an audience at a Puppet-thew, was’
obliged to hear himfelf abufed and railed at by
the Bulky Hero of the Drama, and his #ooden
Bretbren, without being able to difcover the
chief Artift, who alone formed all the articulate
founds. Unwilling either to interrupt the di- -
verfion by an unfeafonable reply, or to difturb
the Audience by forcing myfelf from it abruyptly,
I refolved to fit it out with patience, and leave
the merits of the Piece to the judgment of the.
 Spetators. But the Mafter of the Theatre,
finding that his Farce did not meet with that
applaufe which he defired and expe&ed, came
forth fuddenly from behind the Scenes, pulled
off his mafk, and by one bold Caxp d'éclat en-
~ deavoyred to demolifh me at once.

On Morday the 25th of Fuly, You, Sir, was
fent for to Mr. ComseE, Mafter of the Wark-
houfe at this Place, who had been under my
care ahout four days, in order to our having a
Confultation upon his Cafe, This was done, I

affure -
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affure you, without the leaft advice of mine;
there being, in my opinion, no occafion atall’
for it, as the Difeafe was very apparent, and the
Method of treatment obvious enough. At this
time, after you had examined the Patient, You
thought proper to afk me feveral Queftions, and
to get from me what information you could con-
cerning his Cafe ; as any other Phyfician would
have done, that intended to confult with me: all
which Queftions I very- ingenuoufly anfwered,
not fufpecting your defign.  After this, you de-
fired me to walk into another room, where
fhutting the door, you told me, That you was
under an obligation which hindered you from
joining in Confultation with me; having entered
nto an Agreement fome time ago with feveral
Phyficians, not to confult with any of the Pro-
feflion who had not taken a Degree either at Ox-
Jord or Cambridge ; among whom you named
Dr. Frewin and Dr. PitT of Oxford, Dr.
Haves of #indfor, and Dr. Zinzan of Read-
ing. This, I told you, among other things,
could not but feem very ftrange to me, with
whom the laft had actually confulted ; and with
whom Dr. Haves had declared to a Patient
of mine his willingnefs to confult, if occafion re--
quired : at which you exprefled no fmall won-
der. After a while, Mrs. ComBEE being eall’d’
in, you repeated to her part of that which had
paflcd between you and me in private ; and it
was left to her to determine, under whofe care*
fhe would have the Patient remain. She retired,
and having afked the advice of the Apothecary,
who was then in the houfe, foon returned, and _
defired you towrite for her Hufband ; an expref-

fion that fhewed plainly from whence her orders

: S ‘ came,
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came. This you did pretty conftantly for near
a Fortnight ; towards the conclufion of which,
you met a Gentleman on the road, to whom
you declared Mr. CoMBEE to be out of danger :
~in which hopeful ftate he did not long con-
tinue ; for it was foon thought neceflary to call
in an eminent Phyfician from Oxford to a Con- -
fultation ; who accordingly came, but it was all
to no purpofe, for two days after the Patient
made his final Exiz.—And here give me- leave
to afk you and the world, Is it at all probable,
“that you would have fo eagerly engroffed the
fole management of this Patient, if you had fin- -
cerely thought his Cafe very dangerous, at the
time you obliged me to quit him? Since you
could propofe no reputation’ to yourfelf by
difcarding me from a Patient you could not
cure ; is it not more likely, that you aéted from
a different motive, and that you had judgment
fufficient to diftinguith that the Patient’s illnefs
was at that interval by no means defperate.
Thoughts like thefe might encourage you to
make the rath and fruitlefs experiment of en-
deavouring to augment your reputation at the
expence of mine. You might fancy, that a re-
" fufal to join in Confultation with me, would in-
dicate a fuperior dignity in you; and that the
recovery of a Patient (tho’ furreptitioufly taken
from me) would fhew a fuperior - Judgment,
But, Sir, the Confequence may convince you,
that if you aim at difplaying abilities in Phyfic
fuperior to mine, you muft find out fome other
Proof ; for from the Event of Mr. ComBEE’s
Cafe, you can by no means claim any preference.
This Cataftrophe, fo fatal to Mr. ComzEg,
rendered your Refufal to confult with me lefs
' - detrimental



_ (12)

detrimental at that time; as it was undeniably
evident here, that a Patient, taken out of my
hands in a mending way, had died under yours,
who might poffibly have recovered, had he con-
tinued under mine, But it has fince had, in
fome meafuré, the Effet intended by you, as
far as your influence could reach ; and which,
according to the felf-interefted views of the lit-
tle practitioners in Phyfic, could not but natu-
rally follow. Ithas given them an opportunity
of reprefenting me in a very difadvantageous
light." For looking upon your Refufal to be a
formal Degradation of all who have not been
regularly bred at Oxford or Cambridge, to whom
alone, according t6 your notion, belongs the
Title of Regular Phyficians, fome of them have
had the affurance to treat me as a perfon void
of proper medicinal Education, Such Treat-
ment, had it not come from men whofe behavi-
our is beneath my notice, might have rendered it
neceflary to make fome Obfervations upon Uni-
verfities in general, and upon the Degrees given
in them ; and to draw a juft Comparifon be-
tween thefe at home, and thofe abroad. But, as I
have no inclination to enter into any fuch invidi-
ous Comparifon, fo I think I have no manner of
occafion ; fince, I hope, this LerTER will make
it appear to all impartial Perfons, efpecially thofe
within this neighbourhood, that my Degree is as
walid as any other, and that it was conferred
upon me, after an application to the ftudy of Phy-
fic, as regular as your owp:. -

I might juftly affert;” without adding my rea-
fons, that Univerfities in general, and the De-
grees given in them, ftand upon fuch alevel, that
a Phyfician who has proceeded at one, has aright

to
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to be acknowledged as fuch by all thofe who are
Graduates of any other : but, fuppofing any de-
ficiency in them, there is in our Country a par-
ticular Eftablithment, which has an effectual
power to remove all prejudices which may arife
from any feeming irregularity in Foreign De-
grees. The Royal College of Phyficians, tound- -
ed by King Hewnry VIIL. and confirmed and
augmented by feveral fucceeding Princes, is em-
powered to cite and examine Practitioners in
Phyfic, and to prohibit or permit them, accord-
_ing as their deficiency or ability fhall appear
upon that examination. Their power extends
over all perfons pradtifing in any part of Eng-
land, except Graduates of Oxford or' Cambridge 5 -
and fo far even over thefe, as to allow or hinder
their practice in London, or within feven miles
thereof, And as this College ftands upon the
fame authority with both Univerfities, wiz.
Royal GranTs and CHarTERS, and by its
conftitution is rendered even-fuperior to either,
with regard to one-branch of Science, the exer-
cice of the Art of Phyfic within one particular
diftriét ; their allowance of the validity of any
Foreign Degree, is a fufficient Confirmation of
it, and their Licence to prattife, a formal admif-
fion to all the Privileges generally claimable:
merely by virtue of a Domeftic Degree.

I could never apprehend with what juftice or
propriety the Graduates of Oxford or Cambridge
affume to themfelves the title of Regular Pbvfi-
cians, exclufively of all others; and am apt t>
believe, that all the ftock of Rhetoric and Lo-.
gic, with which they may have furnithed them-
felves there, will hardly enable them to fupport
that diftin¢tion. How Regularity, with refpect co

: B any
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any liberal Art or Science, can be reftrained to -
any particular place, I cannot imagine ; unlefs a
Law were made, invefting that place with the
peculiar privilege of conferring upon Profefiors
the churalter of Regular. As matters ftand at
prefent, I know but two things requifite to form
a Regular Phyfician, To ftudy Phyfic regularly,
and 1o take a degree in a regu/ar manner. To
ftudy any Art or Science regularly is, to do it
according to the Method, which has been found
by experience to be the moft proper for the at-
~ tainment of it ; beginning with fuch parts as are
moft fimple and eafy, and frem thence proceed-
ing to thofe which are more complicated and
abitrufe. To take.a degree in a 7¢gular manner,
is to take it according to the ftated rules and
cuftoms of the Univerfity where it is taken,
having undergone fuch examinations, and per-
formed fuch exercices as are required. Who-
" ever has qualified himfelf for pratice, in both
thefe refpeéts, whether 'in his own country, or.
abroad, may juftly be called a Regular Phyfician.-
To which appellation, in cafe his education has
been partly toreign, he has ftill the more incon-
teftable title, if he has complied with all the re-
_ gulations prefcribed by the laws of his own

country, and been approved by that Authority,
which they have appointed to retify all irregu-.
larities in the prattice of Phyfic. And therefore,
no Do&or, -either of Oxferd or Cambridge, can
with any better pretence affume to himfelt a Pre~
‘rogasive to dery -any privilege, which the Col-
lege is impowered to grant, than any Doftor of
the College can deny any privileges conferred
Ly either Univerfity. Thuat thefe have been the
featiments of the generality of the Faculty, I
. : think

.
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think may be juftly inferred from their conduct ¢
for I cannot, upon the ftrickeft inquiry, finds
that the' moft eminent in our, grand Metropolis
ever refufed to join inh confultation with a Foreigh
Graduate, who had received the fanction of the
-Royal College. And yet thefe are the perfons,
from whom one would be the leaft furprifed to
hear fome unfavourable declaration againft Fo-
reign Degrees. For fuch, having by their prac-
_tice or writings, or both, rendered themfclves
famous, and retaining a great regard for the
Place of their education, where the foundation
of all their fame and fortune was laid, may na-
turally enough be _fuppofed to entertain preju-
dices againft foreign Univerfities. Befides, fuch
great men are apt to have fome peculiar ways
of -thinking, which, tho’ feeming paradoxical
and whimfical, are excufable, as being fo much
over-balanced by their fuperior abilities. A
~WiLLis, a SYpeNHAM, or a RapcLirr mighe
~be indulged in Foibles of this kind, which like
fhades -in a Pi¢ture, fet off thé lights to greater
advantage. But fhould fome Pert Phyfician,
whofe lot has fallen in the obfcurity of the
country, and whofe reputation in the literary
world ftands much upon a level with mine, be-
ing puffed up with a pretty large Scene of Prac-
tice, give himfelf fuch haughty airs; as fome
mighe think, that he ated like ALExanDER’S
-wry-neck’d Courtier, they might likewife think,
that his head ought to be fet right in the fame
‘manner.—But You, Sir, cannot be charged with
-any affeCted mimickry of the learned or the
great. You are no fervile imitator of the
‘WiLLis’s, the SypENnaMs, or the RapcLirrs,
either of former or prefent times. You =& as'a
' Ba - perfect
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- perfeét Original, doing what none of them ever
,attempted ; and by mere dint of your own Au-
thority, invalidate all Foreign Degrees, cancel the

+ Licences of the College of Phyficians, and acknow-
lcdge none to be fuch, but thofe who have been,
in your own fenfe of the words, regularly bred.
What authority befides your own You have for
_{uch proceeding, I thould be glad to know ; fince - -
_the beft and ableft Phyficians never fcruple to
“admit to a Confultation thofe who have taken a
. Foreign Degree, if they have received teftimo-

nials of their abilities from the Royal College.

Whence then arifes this nice diftinction of yours? .

. Where the greateft Phyficiansin paralle] cafes have
made none, what authority have you to do it in
mine.? It could not furely proceed from any
fancied fuperiority of knowledge either in Bo-
tany, Chemiftry, or Anatomy,; fince at the time
of your Academical ftudies, thofe introductory
. Arts were miuch better attained in London than
in any other part of England. For was there
during your refidence in the Univerfity, a learned
Profefior always ready at proper feafons, to con-
" duét difciples through all the claffes of medicinal
plants, in conftant courfes of Botanical Letures ?
“Was there a {ufficient number of Chemical Ope-
rators, both able and willing to undertake the
trouble of inftructing Pupils in all the neceffary
branches of that Art? Was there any eminent
Anatomift generally refident, who, being fur-
nifhed with a continual fupply of freth bodies,
could initiate, improve and perfeét the young
Students, by a repeated courfe of Lectures upon
all the diffcrent parts of the human frame ?—
If you fhould venture to anfwer thefe Queftions-
-in the affirmative, I muft beg leave to tell you,
as
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‘as having been informed by. others, and as partl;
‘knowing myfelf, that the cafe 'was really very
-different. ForI have been affured, that as to Che-
. miftry many Medicinal Students in either of our
-Univerfities, were .forced at -that time to go
.through. their courfes at Londox ;.and as to Ana-
tomy, I myfelf have been accompanied there by
many of them through feveral courfes, under
the celebrated. Dr. Nicuors. ' And. yet, I am
"certain, I never faw - You there ; nor can I find,
-upon diligent inquiry, that you ever gave your-
felf any trouble of this kind. "~ .

London is likewife univerfally acknowledged
to.be very advantageous to ftudents in Phyfic in
other refpeéts. For wherever there -are Hofpi-
.tals, Infirmaries, :and eftablifhments of that na-
ture, there are the proper places for young Phy-
ficians to qualify. themfelves thoroughly to ap-
.pear-upon the ftage of the-world. Upon which
when they enter at firft, * without having had
-fome previous exercice and practice for a confi-
derable time, tho’ they may know the theory of
Phyfic perfeétly well, they muftneceffarily make
but an indifferent figure. The more numerous
in any place fuch receptacles for the difeafed are,
the more proper do they ‘render it for. the pur-
pofejuft mentioned: on which account, fcarce any
in Europe can be more fo than London and Paris.
‘What diftemper is there incident to_human bo-
dies, which in this way may not robably come
under the infpection of a young Phyfician? who
will have continual opportunities in thefe places
of obferving the practice of the elder and more

® Nec medici, nec imperatores, nec oratores, guamevis artis
pracepta perceperint, quidguam ma gmf Laude aigrum fine ufu ct
exercitatione confequi pofiunt.  Cic, de cffic. Lib [ 18~ -
: | experienced :
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experienced : which being. exercifed in 2 much
freer, manner .upon this kind of . Puatients, than
-upon fuch as are in 2 lefs dependent ftate, may
-tend very much-to the improvement of Phyfic,
.by difcovering the particular virtues of fome re-
medies, which -otherwife might not have been
known. o :

- That the great Dr. Rapcrirr, who is . uni-
verfally allowed to have been a moft compe-
tent Judge in thefe matters, was in a way of
thinking not very diffevent from this, is highly
probable, from his having left by Will .above
fix hundred pounds a year, to maintain two Stu-
dents in Phyfic, from the time of their being
Regent Mafters, for the term of ten years; the
‘better half of which they are obliged to fpend in
foreign Countries, and allowed to pafs the reft
in any part of England : an evident proof, that, in
his opinion,; they might make much greater-im-
provement in Phyfic, for.ten.years, after the de-
gree of Mafter of Arts, in other places, either
‘abroad or at home, than in either of our Univer-
fities. Which fentiments of his have been lately
moft elegantly exprefled by the learned Dir,
Liewis, in his-* fine Oration at the opening. of
the Radclivian Library. I fhould therefore be
unwilling to fuppofe, that you could be fo ig-

* Nowit pratered, imo experientla [ud magifivd optime novit, .

[ quis & medicorum grege elevari unquam, et in optimo Des
Salutis templo eminentie aliauid perare audeat ; eum non in
ar@lis Academiz finibus includi femper s non domi fe guotidie

continentem, immani.quadam et fuperacaned librorum copisi

“obrui ; fed libero et eredo effe amimo ; fed ingemio culto dix
atque exercitato effe oporteat : ut non vani opinione, non levi

et futili conje@urd, fid certd, fed indubitaté experientize fide

Medici nomen mereri difceret.~ Ex bac igitur ambratili wita,

in pulverem atque folem filios [uos evacari juffit. Pag, 14,15,
) : ‘norant
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norant, as not to be fenfible of thefe fuperior ad-
vantages to a Student in. Phyfic, or fo hardy as to
fet up your private opinion in oppofition to that :
of the great Dr. RapcLirr ;. whore-was the glory
of his own time, is the admiration of the prefent, ..
and will probably be-fo-of all fucceeding ages.

-It. may-therefore juftly be inferred by me, that
your behaviour towards me mutft arife from felfith
Motives; without taking the trouble to add any
particular arguments to enforce that inference. -
But fince you have been pleafed, by the very -
Excufes you thought fit to make, both to myfeif
and others, . to difcover the true Motives upcn
which you ated; it would be injuftice to you,
as well as myfelf, to conceal any part of your
Apology on. this occafion. .

Had the pretended Agreement with Dr.
FrewiN, &¢. been made before my removal to
Henley, as by your manner of {peaking of it one
might be apt:to imagine’; it had been very natu-
ral for you to have mentioned it to my Friend, -
when he fo frankly acquainted you. with my de-
fign, and with the manner of my education.
This open and undifguifed treatment he mighe
juftly. have expected, in return ; both:as it would -
have anfwered the character he had received of
You, and as it would have been the mott likely
way: to:divert me from my purpofe.—As this
is a .prefumption againft the earlinefs of this.
Agreement, fo there s more than one againft the
reality of it. For it is not likely, that Dr.:
Frewin, a man of that age, learning, experi-
ence, and reputation in the world, fhould enter.
- into any fuch ingagement with you ; fince he
could have no manner of inducement from his

intereft -
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intereft 'to enter into any fuch, even with.elder
and more eminent Phyficians ; as by his fitua--
tion he could have no apprehenfion of being ever
difturbed by thafe of a toreign or'different edu-
cation. ' ’ »

That this Agreement.was not thought of ’*till
after I had fettled at Henley, and made fome
progrefs in bufinefs, ‘is ftill more probable ;:be-
caufe Dr. Zinzan himfelf did not refufe, about -

a year after my fettling here, to ‘confult with
"me ; and yet it cannot be fuppofed, that, if there -
" had been fuch an early Agreement between Dr.
Frewin, Dr. PrTT, and yourfelf, You would
not have immediately acquainted Dr. Zinzan
with it, and with the manner in which I had been -
educated. When, notwithftanding the under-hand
dealings of your Emiffaries, my fuccefs began to
tauch you in a very fenfible part, it isnot unlikely,
that upon your complaint to Dr. FREwIN and
Dr. PitT of my placing myfelf fo near you,
they might. declare pretty ftrongly in favour of
oyr Univerfity Graduates; and might perhaps fay, .
They would do very well to refufe a confufmion
with thofe who had:been educated elfewhere.
But that They entered with 2o# into any formal
ingagement to that purpofe, as I have only your -
bare affertion 'for this, I muft take the freedom
to fufpend ‘my belief, and muft beg the Reader
to fulpend his, for a very fubftantial reafon,
which I fhall give befare I conclude this Lezter.

- There is one circumftance in the management
of this affair, which makes it look ftill more like -
a. felfith invention and contrivance ; That when
You had determined to refufe to confult with .
me, you delayed to acquaint me with it for a
good while, tho’ you had. before communicated .
Sl your
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Zour fecret defign to orie of your Creatures, who

imfelf lately told mie, that he knew lonig before
it happeried; that this Refufal would be madé
forne time or other. From whence it is evideht;
that You had for fome time layed your Scheme;
and probably had been fo rthean as to conceit it -
with him ; that all your combiiftibles were pre-
pared and artfully Corcealed ; and that you
waited only for a propet opportunity to fet fire
to the train. '~ ‘ _

Another ifdicatioh of the felfithnéfs of this

Refufal dppeated plainly in one of the Excufes
you thought fit to maKe, in otdet to remove

‘the fulpicion which I might be apt to enter:ain;

that the whole was levelled perfonally at me.
¢ Dr. Merrick, you faid, was very aged and
¢ infifm, ahd it was very likely that when he
¢ was gone Off the Stage fome perfon of Fo-
¢ reign Education might endeavour to fettle at
‘¢ Reading ; which You and Dr. ZiNzaN were
¢ determined if poffible to ptrevent,”” This
frank Declatation, I then imagined, might have
flipped inadvertertly froti you; as the like
fometimes happeris to perfons of great vivacity,
whofe volubility of {peech goes on uninterrupted
by any refletion. But I wasafterwards credibly’
informed, to my great furprize, that you repea-
ted the fame Re}z:hltion, in almoft the very fame
words, in that formal Speech whicli you thought
proper to make to the Gentlernen ofy the Club at
Henley. And as all the topics of that Speech had

‘been “well revolved, no doubt, in your mind,

before the delivety; I cannot byt look upon
this Declaration as the refult of your moft deli-
berate thoughts: but then I likewife think it

evident, that thefe thoughts were entirely influ-
C enced
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enced and direGed by felf-intereft. For the
térms ih which gou expreffed yourfdf being ge-
neral, without the lealt exception, you declared
in effe®, That Yeu and Di., Zinzan would
ftrenuoufly oppofe any Foreign Graduate, who
Thould pretend to fettle at Reading, let hisqua-
lifications be what they would, even tho’ they
were ever fo much fuperiour to your own. When
fuch a Declaration as this ‘comes to be generally
known to the people of Reading, and of the
laces round about, what can they infer from it,
gut that logking upon your Patients as your
property, gghu are refolved they fhall net be

, alienated ? T
evading this interpretation of your werds, and
this infererice from ¢hem, than by your owning
frankly, that you really think that no Foreigs
Graduate can pollibly be a better Phyfician than
yourfelf, or your brother at Reading ; and confe-
quently, the health of your prefent Patients can-
not poflibly be in greater fecurity for the future
under the car¢ of any fuch Perfon. If this be
our modeft opinion,- as confiftently with your
g)eclaration it ought to be, you will find, T be-
lieve, fcarce any who will give their affent to it.
¥or You yourlelf cannot but know, that there
are feveral very confiderable Phyficians who .ne-
wer ftudied at either Univerfity, and fome who
are at the very top of the profeflion. But fince
comparifons of this nature may feem invidious,
and fince what bas been formerly may likewife
‘happen agdin ; I {hall only defire You to confider
the charatter of fome eminent Phyficians of for-
amer times, who were educated abroad: to whom
“if you have not the affurance to give youﬁfegf
N ' the

&

tre feems to me no other way of -



the preference, your Declaratian is upjuftifiable ;
and if you have, the conceit muft appear ridi-
culous to all. A 4
In the fame Spesch you gave a farther proof .
of .your ftrong atrachment to your own dear- in-
tereft, by infiffing on an grgument as odd as
your Declaration, in words to this effect’; “ Your
“ education you faid coft you fifteen hundred
¢¢ pounds, whereas mine could pot coft me
« above. five hundred.” By which it may
Juftly be fuppofed, that you geﬁgnc,d to’ infinu-
ate, that your fkill in Phyfic was fuperiour to
mine by two parts in three; and confequently
that your advice was worth two thirds more than
mine; | Left your audience fhould net readily
draw the firft of thefe Conclufions, from which
the fecond naturally follows, you thought pra-
per_to give them a more explicit direction, by
adding, ¢ That You had fpent fourteen years
¢ at Oxford before you could abtain a Dactor’s
¢ Degree, which I had obtained much feoner
< gbread ; and that it was a great hardthip,
- %¢ with refpet to yourfelf, that I fhould be in-
$¢ tituled to the fame Privileges, fince it could
¢ pot be fuppofed that I was fa well qualified
¢ for them,”—How well qualified 1 may he, |
fhall leave to the Judgment of thofe wha are not
unacquainted with my practice and fuecefs.—B
what means I endeavoured to gxalify myfelf, {
‘have given fome account abave.—Haw much
JSaonsr, after my firft applicatian ta the fludy of
Phyfic, I abtained my degree abroad, than You
at home, i3 intirely unknown to you at prﬁfent;
‘but I fhall quickly enable you to give a tolerable
-guefs.—That You /pest fourteen Years at Ox-
* Jord, 1 have not faith to believe, having been
S Cz2 affured
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affured that-you begun pratice, and refided at
Reading, upon taking a Bachelor of Phyfic’s de-
gree: the time of which practice being deduct-
ed, will reduce the fourteen years to ten, being
within one year of the very time required for 2.
Doctor’s degree at Cambridge; which you can-
not deny to be fufficient, ‘as you allow the vali-
dity of the Degrees there.  But even of thefe ten
ears, which it fhall be granted you fpent at

xford, including perhaps many months of
abfence, three years at leaft may reafonably be
}'upé)ofed to have been taken up by the‘&uc{;' of
uc

Arts as have no relation to that of Phyfic :

which therefore ought likewife to be deducted,
- and will leave but feven years remaining, which
can properly be faid to have been employed in ac-
%ﬁr@ng the qualifications neceflary to a Dottor’s
degree. If I then, for feven years together,

- applied myfelf clofely to all thofe Arts, which
are introdutory to the knawledge of Medicine,
without interruption from thofe 'which have no
tendency thereto ; pray, good Sir, how much
Jooner, computing the time which alone ought
to be computed, did I obtain my Degree than
you obtained yours ? And if I paffed thofe feven
years, where I had as'many and as good, nay,
more and better opportunities of imgrovémcnt,
not only in the previous ftudies which form the
Theory, but likewife by feeing a good deal of
Praltice ; why may not I be fuppofed as well tg«a’-
lified as yourlelf ?—Your Calculation then of the
expence of your medicinal Education is carried

much too high, when you make it amount to

Jifteen bundred pounds ; reckoning, I fuppofe,
one hundred pounds for the expence of each
> flundred pounds for P e,

w _a
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year, and as much for that of your Dottorial
Degree. :

But allowing the whole account, and the dif-
proportion betwixt the expence of your Educa-
tion and mine to be as You haye ftated it; yet
the Inference you would have the world make
from thence will never follow : for conftant expe-
rience fhews, that thofe Young Gentlemen, who
fpend the moft money at the Univerfity, or any
where elfe, very feldom make the greateft im-
provement. ' :

To thefe few Obfervatians upon the moft ma-
terial part of your Speech, I think it neceflary
to fubjoin a word or two concerning the time
you chofe for the delivery of it. Tho’ I cannot
charge you with knowing, that I was obliged to
be abfent from the club of Gentlemen at Henley
that day, yet I have fome reafon to fufpectit.
But fuppofing the contrary, I think a generous
Adverfary, efpecially one who, being no mem-
ber of the Club, was little better than an Intru-
-der, wowld have fatisfied himfelf with recom-
mending his Deputy, and forborne any invec-
tive againft an abfent member. But why fhould -
I mention what a generous perfon would have
either done or avoided, to One whofe whole
conduct towards me has not been coloured with
the leaft tin¢ture of generofity ? Who, whenever
he faw me, could put on a imiling mafk of ci-
vility on purpofe to amufe me, and prevent me
from fufpeting him capable of any formed de-
dign againft me, which he was even then profe-
cuting in a clandeftine manner. Nay, this
Farce of external civility you continued to re-
Jpeat, at the very time when you difclaimed

o ’ ' holding
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~ holding ‘any Confultation with me ; making
many profeffions of regard and kindnefs, and of
your readinefs to do me fervice in any other re~ -
fpe&, which did not interfcre with your Hord -
and Promife. - But this was too grofs to pafsy
- and You foon found, that I was o longer to be
deceived by your fair fpeeches. '
This determined you to lay afide your diffi-
mulation, and with a malicious fincerity to make
your enmity and oppofition pyblic, by haran-
guing againft me before a Society, of which I was
a member, and You was not. You had how-
ever the precaution to retain fo much of your
ufual conduc in your attaques upon me, as, in
order to wound me with more {ecurity to your-
felf, to make them behind my back. Had I
been prefent, -I queftion whether any fuch
Speech would have been made ; or if it had,
by any thing I have heard of it, How eafily
might it _have been anfwered ? 1" was there-
~ fore the lefs concerned, that I happened to be
abfent, when I was affured, that tho’ the Orator
met with ne interruption in the pleafure of hears
. ing himfelf talk, yet he gave not the leaft plea-
fure to the audience, either by the matter or
manner of his Oration.. If a2 Do&or fhould talk
like an Apothecary among the lower adminiftra
tors of Phyfic, againft a perfon of whom they
think they have reafon to be jealous, felf-admi-
ration and felf-intereft will naturally induce them
0. give their approbation and applaufe. Buc
Gentlemen of fortune, fenfe, kterature, and im«
partiality would not precipitately countenance
fuch a rude attaque upon an abfent member of
their Society ; which they had juft caufe to fu-
fpect proceeded folely from two very bad fources,
A ' Avarice
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Avarice snd Malevolence. They could net but be:
furprifed to fee a perfon in fuch affluent circum-
frantes fo anxioufly folicitous to prevent the leaft
diminution -of his Fees. They could not but
refent fuch difrefpectful and malicious treatment:
of a member of their Club, who had always
flrewed a proper refpect and a benevolent difpo-
fition towards You. , .
- But their furprize and refentment was increa- .
fed, when you ‘proceeded to defire them to.
employ a Brother Phyfician at Reading in your
ftead, whenever it fhould mot fuit with your
donvenience to attend them yourfelf. It is diffi-
ot to fay, whether this requeft manifefted more
golencc towards them, -or ill- will towards me.
, loying You as their Phyfician, in pre<
fcm?c?};y h%m, feveral of t?hcmﬂl;ad confm?red
upon You the greateft favour, which in your
medicinal ccapacity you could reafonably expect
or defire. %ut with this You was mot fatif-
fied «+ You had mere comprehenfive fchemes in
view, that extended to the depreflion ‘of others,
-~ as well as the advancement of yourfelf; and re.
- garded not only the prefent time, but the future,
According to your opinten, at leaft according
to your -condutl; -one favour is an earneft of
another; ‘the more 2 man has received, the
more he may juftly afk ; end where he has fuc.
ceeded well in foliciting for himfelf, he may
redfondbly-expett the like fuccefs in his' falicita-
tions for anothér. Proceeding upon thefe max-
ims, you ‘make -a beld puth wo introduce a
toadfutor, or rather fubfiirute : ‘whofe bufinefsitis,
in cdfe a Patient fhould be attacked "by any
diftemper, when You are at too great a diitance,
1o aft Itke a Subaltern, and: keep the enemy in
o p-ay
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pldy by vollies of fmall thot, *till You can comé
up with your Artillery and Magazine of Phyfic:
This was not over modeft in You, under pre-
tence of refpe¢t and recommendation, to endea-
vour to preclude their choice. In choofing You,

ou will not deny, that they fhewed fufficient
judgment and diftretion: could they not be.
trufted to choofe another Phyfician for them-
felves ? They had obliged You by their firft
choice: was it in order to thew your gratitude;
that you would econftrain them to oblige You

- more by giving up to you their fecond ?

Had You introduced a- perfect ftranger to
them, and made the like requeft in his behalf,
tho’ the prefumption had been the fame, yet it
would have been lefs inexcufable, from the greay
occafion fucha one muft have had for fome in-
troduétion and recommendation.  But to under-
take to recommend to thofe Gentlemen a per-
fon, with whofe Charater they were as well ac-
quainted as You, was, to fay the beft of it, altoge--
ther needlefs ; but to {] of it as it defervesy
it carried along with it an intimation not very
favourable, either to the company, or the perfon
recommended.—It muft fuppofe in them an in-
capacity of choofing a proper Phyfician for them-
felves ; and that they were likely enou%h, with-
out your interpofition, to fix upon a lefs known
and lefs deferving:Perfon.—With regard to the
perfon recommended, it could be.no advance-

‘ment of his charatter; to be propofed to a& the
.Fart of a Deputy under You: an office, which

ome few years ago it was with juft reafon
thought moft likely for You to execute under
him. For the Chara&er of that Gentleman, both
as a Scholar and a Phyfician, is well known. g—lg
- a
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had begun, continued, and finithed his ftudies at
Oxford with great reputation : his parts and learn-
ing in general, and his knowledge in his parti-
cular profeflion, were never queftioned. He
took the Degree of Mafter of Arts aboveten years
before. You ; and by difcharging the honourable
and difficult office of public Prottor to the fa-
tisfattion -and applaufe of the Univerfity," fhone
confpicuous in the eyes of that learned Body,
while you was fcarce known, = -

Of fuch an extraordihary Condué towards me,

as has been here reprefented, it may be reafonably
imagined there muft have been fome extraordi-
‘nary Caufe on my part: and therefore, Sir, be-
fore I finifh, it will be proper to take notice of
- what You allege in excufe for it. All that I have

‘heard is, That when my Friend firft acquainted
- you with my Defign, he told You, that it was
.only to practife Man-midwifery. This my Friend

-abfolutely denies 3 and there are fo many reafons
againtt the probability of it, that theK muft ren- .

at purpofe

der it altogether incredible.—To w
‘could he wait upon You, in fo formal a manner,
with a Letter from .an intimate acquaintanc: of
:yours, in order to inferm you of a defign only,

.which :could not give You the leaft umbrage,

-and in promoting which You could do me little
or no fervice ?—As I had originally profeffed, and
continued to that time the practi¢e of both Fhy-
fic and Man-midwifery, was it at all likely, that
.my Friend fhould.venture to fupprefs my inten-
tion as to the pra&ice of the former ? Could he

be fo weak as to endeavour to amufe you with a’

falfehood, which could not lie ccncealed longer
-than a few days; and.which, when difcovered,
S 2 muft
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moft fruftrate the very end of his waiting tipon
You, and juftly render You my open adverfary ?
Your. fuppreflion of this Excufe for above a
whole. year, and net alleging it till after the
affair of Mr. ComBEeE broke out, makes it highly
;probable that there is no truth atallin it.  For
can_any one think, that. You would nat have
gladly produced this charge againft me, as
Joon . as ever You had heard of my prattifing
Phyfic ; which you muft foon have heard upon
my fettling at this place ? This would have ex-
pofed me to the _]\IX cenfure of all who heard it,
#nd prevented me from gaining any bufinefs here.
—But befides this ftrong ground of fufpicion, .
You have given pofitive: evidence againft yourfelf
twice: firft, by telling my. Friend, that You
‘would bave him advife me to fettle at Hegd
Wickbam, where there was neither PAyfcian nor
.Man-midwife ; and afterwards, by telling others,
that by the account my Friend gave, You could
1ot tell, whether I int nded to praétife as an Apo-
thecary, Surgeon, Ma: -midwife, or Phyfician,

And now, Sir, T think I have anfwered ev:ry
pavicular, which has been, or can be,. alleged
Ey You againft my undertaking to prattife

Phyfic in thisplace. In doing which, I thought

it neceffary to be thus copious, in.order 6 put
a ftop to the many grofs mifreprefentations
in relation to me ; of moft of which I have all
the reafon in the world to believe, that You
have been the chief .author and promoter.
T'o remove the ill effe@s of thefe mifreprefenta-
tions, whereby the mindsof fome hereabouts had

“ been prejudiced to my: difadvantage, it became
nectilary for me to be thus particular-in the re-

“prelentation
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prefentation of ‘my Cafe, and to give You and:
myfelf this trouble. Otherwife I need have ufed
hut very few words ; and might have deny’d at’
ance, That the very Agreement which you pre~
tended you had made with Dr. FrRewin, Dr.
PitT, Dr. Haves, &c. and by which you faid,
that you was obliged not to confult with me, had
any reality in it. For in a few days after our
meeting at Mr. Comsge’s, Dr. Haves declared
to me, in prefence of a Gentleman who will atteft
it, That He himfelf had never entered into. any
fuch «Agreemenst with Dr. AppincTon, or any
ather Phyfician ; and That he mever had heard -
even that any fuch dgreement had been entered
into. in any partof England. -
- And whereas you reprefented. this Agreement
to be general, abfolute, and unconditional, againft
all Phyficians who have not taken their '
in. our Univerfities ; I might fafely deny, that any
fuch Agreement was ever made with Dr, Prrr,
For I have certain information, that he very
Igtely declared, that the Phyficians of Oxford
mewer refufe to confult with thofe of a Foreign'
Degree, provided they have alfo a Licence from
" the College of Phyficians in Lowdon. It is incre~
dible therefore, that Dr, PrtT, whom I do and
fhal} ever mention with honour, did ever enter
into an Agreement with You, whereby 1 fhould be
excluded ; unlefs you reprefented me not to be
what you kxew I was, and either denied or fup-
prefled my Qualification from the College. ‘
Thus, Sir, this pretended Agreement appears
to be a very odd one; an Agreement, to which
there was no party but yourfelf; gnd therefore it
" need not have given you fo much concern on the ac- -
count of its hindering you from confulting with
D2 me,
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me. I leavé You to reconcile ‘thefe. contradics
tory accounts, and to defend this part of your beha-
wiour towards me ; and at the fame time to give,

if you pleafe, any other reafon why. I may not:
be entitled to the privileges of my Profeffion, in

common with others, whofe education, degrees,

and abilities have been approved by, and received
-a fan&ion from the College of Phyficians.  To
hope for as' much regard and favour from the
world as Dr. AppIncToN has furprizingly met:

with, may perhaps be unreafonable : I fhall how-
ever depend upon fome degree of .it, aslong

as [ fhall make it my chief care and ftudy to =
- deferve it. If there was any thing in the parti--
cular Cafe of Mr. ComBEE, which you think -

could affe&t me, 1 defire You would not fcruple

to.make it public; for I fhould very gladly:

canvafs that point with ¥ou. '
. I'might juftly expoftulate: farther.with you,
upon the long feries of your injurious Treat-

ment ; and might eafily add many more Re-

fletions upon this occafion. But fuch, I hope,
will be partly fuggefted by your own mind, or
at leaft fupplied by the impartial confideration

of others, who may be more inclined to do

Juftice to, Sir,

.H“Iq’y”!! 25’ s

" Your bumble Sérvaﬁt,
x749. ) : - '

. FINTIS

. * Ricuarp RusseL.
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