I.- I-1 " L] . k
d
. = g i
) ’Jrl
4 L e e
¥ -

‘ -

MAN-MIDWIFERY ANALYZED;
OR THE
T ENDENC Y

OF THAT

INDECENT AND UNNECESSARY
~ PRACTICE DETECTED AND
EXPOSED.

ADDRESSED TO

¢ | N .
I.ATE SURGEON AND MAN-MIDWIFE AT

BRISTOL, BUT NOW A PRACTITIONER, IN
THAT WAY, IN LONDON.

Printed for S. F O R E S, N° 3, PiccapiLey.. -

MDCCXC,



[ L]

-

i *f[Fbr’M .ZV3 P

c a,a’iﬂy ,

40



l | O H N E O R‘ D ‘.
4,_ .. . _
: *' ‘ ‘ o S 3 - ’

LATE SURGEON AND MAN-MIDWIFE AT
BRISTOL, BUT | Now A PRACTITIONER '

IN THAT WAY AT LONDON.

- -

. Sitis a‘:_gule-.'with me to r}aﬂ{iggxr‘eafo't:w;*1
- for wh_“at,l I do, I {hall- candeicend,
even. o tell you, Sir, why Ithus addrefs
this third Edition of ’Man?miawifery to
“you, Itisnot becaufe you- are my ﬁn.z}&er-!» |

uncle, but becaufe I have a few - queries to:

A put
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put to you, which you ought to anfwer to
every body with whom you are, or may be

conneted ;—to me 1t is as unneceflary, as it

will be impoffible.

F ir*ﬁ’, Did not a noble Loird, as much
efteemed for his humanity, as honoured for
his bravery, and the fervices he has rendered
this country, fhew you oﬁSundaj morning,
about.twelve o’clock, on the 2 sth of O&o-
ber laft, a letter he had juft received from
me, informing his Lordthip, that your niece
had fallen from the top to the bottom of
the ftairs ; that I could not prevail upon her
even to be 1b1cd,‘ nor to let me call in a
Surgeon ; and therefore 1 intreated his Lord~
thip to fee you; when you vifited his daugh-

ter-in-law (on whom I knew you attended
| | as
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[ ]
as her Man-midwife); and to defire you

inftantly to vifit your niece, as I feared (and

my fears proved true) fhe had broken fome
bones by the fall ?

Secendly, Did not his Lordfhip exprefs
great regard for your niece and her family;
and urge you inftantly to fee her, at a
diftance too not twenty yards? And did you
not exprefs, as far as words could go, a fin-
cere and affetionate regard for your niece’s
welfare; and fay, that you would return
to London (one mile), and fend your ne-

phew, a profeflional man, to her; then get
into your hack, turn your eyes afkance at the
{cene of affliCtion, and depart 2

A2
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~ Thirdly, Was that declaration meant te

prevent any other perfon being called? Or is

it not neceflary, when fuch dreadful accidents

happen, that immediate affiftance thould be
had ? |

Fourthly, Did you not, by declaring that
you would inftantly fend your nephew,

eater a caveat againft my calling in any other
affiftance, though I am #mow confident yout
did not zhen mean to fend any body ; ‘becaufe
1t was twelve o’clock at noon when you left
your fair -patient at Kenfington-Gore, on

‘Sunday morning, and it was twelve o’clock
" the next day before your nephew came? It
grieved me to turn from my door a gentle-

man, whofe kind expreflions and con-
cern
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cern for his coufin convinces me that he
poflefles an ingredient in his compofition to
which you feem an utter {tranger. He left

word, Sir (for I could not fee him), - that

you had fent him, as the cafe of your nmiece
Was not in your line of practice!!!

e

Pray, Sir, what is your line of praice ?
Is it confined only to fouching your female
patients in London ? Becaule I am corifident
I very lately faw, over your door at “Briftol,
in gotd letters, Joun Forp, Surgeon ; and

{urely, Sir, a Surgeon 15 a bone-fetter. But
whether he be, or be not

» 1t was your duty
to 'have come yourfelf; to have imme-

diately fent your nephew ; or to have declared

you would do neither : and [ am fure, every

A 3 humane
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humane perfon who reads this account, will

hold you with that fovereign contempt 1 do.

Th‘efé,' Sir, are my reafons for addreﬁing
the third Edition of Man-midwifery to you ;
and therefore I leave you to your own re-
fletions, 1f you are capable of refleting, ta
inform my Readers who brought the former
Editions into the world ; for there are Book-
midwifes, as well as Men-midwifes, ;who
touch books now and then, which they had
better never have dipped their fingers into.

About five-and-twenty years ago, a young
lady of youth, good {enfe, and a large for-
tune (30,000 /.), obferved to me, that
nothing could induce her to marry, without

having good reafon to believe it would con-
tribute
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tribute to her happinefs; and it was impoffi-
ble for her to know, whether her lovers
admired her perfon, or her fortune moft. Her
perfonal charms, and her good fenfe, I af-
ferted, with a few hints I could give her,
for fhe was then only eighteen, would enfure
her happmefs s and at the fame time told
her, if the would permit me to write her
a letter upon the {ubje@, fhe might profit
by attending to it. 'The Jetter was accord-
ingly written, and fo much approved,
that I br*in_ted it under the title of ¢ A Let-
“ter to a young Lady on her Marriage.”
In that Letter I gently zouched upon the
{ubjeét of .Man-m'idwifery, and affured her,
if fhe admitted {uch an unneceflary “and
thameful liberty to be taken with her per-
fon,,. fhe would have a fall in her hufband’s
A 4. ey es,
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eyes, if he poffefled either fenfe, ‘fentiment,
or delicacy ; greater than even the fall her

firft parent met with in Paradife. Soon

pletely done to their hands), an Ipfwich
Operator, the Pillar of a Religious Sed,
printed a reply to the ¢ Author of a Letter
¢ to a young Lady;” but it was in fuch
fcurrilous language, that, I believe, Becker
and De¢ Hondf, whofe names were prefixed
to “it, would not let it difgrace their thop-
windows, and that none of them were fold.

However, by the womb of time, which

produces as many miracles as amy womb

whatever, the author of both Letters, not

~only became known, but 4zowwz to each other,

being



[ ix ]
being near neighbours in the fame county;
and then I was peftered with abufive anony-
mous letters from every part of the kin gdom,
fuch as, “Call in your rafeally book, yom
“ fcoundrel, or you will be done for, &c. &c.” |
even to the amount of four or five fhillings a
poit; and then it was, that I publithed the
firft Edition of Man-midwifery analyfed.
But, as I have obferved above, the womb
of time brings ftrange things to light; for
notice was fent me foon after from Ipfwich,
that my obfletric Jriend, and Author of the

Reply was run away ; and that one of his
female patients, a reputable Maltfter’s wife

of the town, had fworn he had availed hime
{elf of his touching guﬂ/ﬁc'atz'om, and had
actually ravithed her, 1 therefore vifited the
injured lady, and offered her my {ervices

n
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in- fearching for the fugitive, and bringing
him to juftice. ‘But, I muft confefs, from
the relation fhe gave me of his touching
conaul (though there was no reafon to think
bhim guiltlefs), her manner of relating it was
fuch, that I could not think fhe was perfe&ly
blamelefs; and this declaration I made openly
1 the Coffee-houfe at Ipfwich, and, as it
happened, in the hearing of feveral of the
fugitive’s friends, and congregational people.
They inftantly informed him of what I had
{aid, and told him, if he could make his

peace with me, and prevail upon me to give

that evidence in Court, which I had givern

m private, he might {urrender, and take his
trial,

H e
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He accordingly wrote me a very penitential
letter ; affured me of his perfe& mnnocence;
defired me to confider him as a man driven
from his family, his bufineis, and his bread ;
and protefted, that when he publithed his
Reply to my Letter, he was an utter ftran-
ger to the Author of ‘1t. 1 replied, that I
confidered there lay a wide difference, be-
tween being juftly offended with a man for
unmerited abufe, and that of punifhing
him with death or ruin; that my evidence
could not injure him, 1f 1t rendered him no
{ervice. - Whereupon he {urrendered at the
Affize-tune, at St. Edmund’s-Bury; and,
after a hard ftruggle of fix hours, though
the woman {wore pofitively that he

had ravithed her, he was acquitted; for
many
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many of his female patients attended to de-
clare, upon oath, that he had often Js:7
them, without lyiug with them, Such is the
partiality that moft women have for thejr
dear fouching Doctors! of whom they are
ecmtmually boafting of their fkill, fafety,
foft, and gentle manners! I never heard a
woman {peak of her Man-midwife, but with
a kind of enthufiaftic ardour! The operator,

however, found it convenjent to fhift

the field of future ation, and removed to
g BI‘ i’ﬁOIr
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for his phyfical {kill, but for his philanthropy,
and alked him whether it was proper to be
publithed ! His reply was, ¢ I think it bids
“ fair to put a flop to a pratice big with in-
““ comcervable mifchief, and fuch as ought to be
“ taken motice of by the legiflative powersy”

and gave fuch reafons for that opinion, as
are not {afe to be made known, left it thould

thereby make known, to the more ignorant
part of the obffetric tribe ; pra&ices, not un-
common among, the more cunning and crafty
part of the male Pralitioners.

Mrs. Kennon, who was alone called in,.
“when a CRowN was at {take, for fhe deli-
vered her Royal Highnefs the Princefs of
Wales of the prefent King, fqueczed a five
hundred pound bauk note into Dr. Frank

NICHOLLS'S
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NicuoLrs’s hand, the late King’s phyfician,

for writing ¢ THE PETITION OF THE UN-.

¢ BoRN BABEs;” and this the did in the laft
hour of ‘her life. He was perfecuted, as I
have been, by the Profeffors of Midwifery ;
but he defpifed their attacks with the fame
contempt that I have done; for it is the
praciwce, not the practitioners, 1 abhor. It
1s the women, who fupport each other in:
promoting it, Whom Idefpife; for they well
know, that nothing elfe but a general ufe of.
men, could reconcile, or rather compel, their-
fimple hufbands, to fubmit to fo fhameful, fo

dangerous, and {uch an unneceffary, cuftom.

The prefent age, no one can deny, has
been more notorious, than any preceding one,
for the infidelity of wives; and it is as clear,,

| ' that
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that matrimony is almoft laughed down; and
out of fafhion, with the fenfible part of
mankind ; for what man of fenfe will marry
any woman for her perfonal charms, when
he knows that a male hair-drefler is to {trad-
dle over her two hours every morning, and
a Male-midwife is to examine her nipples,
and fouch her if he pleafes, for another hour ?
and that too, not in the hour of labour, but
at the end of three or four months"after’
marriage, according to Smelie’s inftru@ions.
Nay, Hussanps, sTArRT NoT! I do aver,:
that this 1s a conftant pratice, where the
object is deemed worthy of fuch kind attention,
as you will {fee by the extra&s in the follow-
ing fheets, taken from the FATHER oF MAN-
MIDWIFERY, DR. SMELLIE. Let not, there-
fore, the plate annexed be deemed indecent ;-

1L
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" it cannot merit that appellation, if 1t faves
one woman of virtue, from being either
foothed by the zender careffes of her Mid-
wife, or frightened, as they often are, fo
{fubmit to fo thameful a proftitution of her
perhn.- One of the queftions thefe Demi-
doors frequently put to their patients, is,
whether they enjoy their bufbands® And,
whenever they find a timid, modeft woman,

who is not of eafy fouch to deal with,
they plead their ProFEssION, sECRECY, HO-
NOUR; and even the very life of their pa-
tients, they fay, is under their protection
and at ftake. No wonder, then, that the.
bulk of young women are at length, brought
to confider their Midwife, as privileged a
petfon, as a Nun does her F ather-confeflor 3
or, that all women, who employ male Mid- -

Wi VESe
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wives, are fo allive in ftriving to break-in

novices ; for nothing could fupport them in
fuch fhameful condut, but the generél prac-
tice of it, as it 1s at this day. Iknow
{feveral gentlemen of fortune, who declare
that nothing can induce them to marry,

while they are to be deemed &ruzes, if they
do not fubmit ta the fhameful pratices the

following fheets will difclofe, though not

half what I could lay open, if I did not
think enough has been faid to determine

every man of fenfe, before he marries, to
enter a caveat in the marrage-{ettlement to

barr Men-midwives; for will any Englifh-

women venture to cenfure this book, when
they have had the example of the late Prin-
cefs of Wales, the prefent Queen, and the

Duchefs of Brunf{wick, who conftantly {ent
' B
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to England for Mrs. Madocks, now Miys,
Ward, to attend her in all her labours. I
‘know that this book will raife me a more
powerful band of enemies, than even the
whele battalion of Midwifery, 1 know that
the bulk of women will confider me their
enemy allc; but the truth is, thofe, who
have fenfe enough to underftand my REAL
intentions, will find wme their friend in 3
matter of the utmoft importance to their

~happinefs, and the chief comfort of their
Tife,

. THE AUTHOR.

I LATELY



LATELY publithed, at the requeft of

lome prudent, fenfible married women,

‘“ A Letter, addrefled toa young Lady on her
““ Marriage,” relative to the indecent and de-
ftruttive pratices of Men-midwives;.and I
have the fatisfaGion to hear the defign of
that Letter is generally approved, by men
of {enfe, and women of fenfe and modefty.

\

The matter 1s of the utmoft importance
to both; and I flatter myfeclf there are few
women, into whofe. hands this Letter may
fall, who will not ferioufly weigh the argu:

B 2 ments
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ments therqin, on a fubjet fo interefting to

their perfonal fafety, and fo effential to their
“health and happinefs throughout life.

But finding myfelf under many reftraints
. 1n point of decency, in an addrefs to 2 young
lady upon fuch a fubje&, and well knowing
how neceffary it is, that men, as well as
women, fhould unite in difcountenancing
this indecent and unneceffary practice; I
now addrefs myfelf to all mankind. It is
not to indulge my fancy in impure thoughts,
or indecent expreffions; but to put a {top to
impure aéts, immodeft a&ions, and the in- ‘
dehcate, unchafte, and unneceflary tranf-
altions of Men-midwives: fuch as they

avowedly and publicly profefs, and fuch as
every ‘man of fenfe, decency, fentiment,

~and
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and {pirit, muit difapprove, or be totally
mndifferent as to his wife’s condu, or his
own honour.

My aim is, to reftore to the amiable part
of my fair country-women, the acquaintance
of a very oLD LADY, their beft friend, and

who was their conftant attendant from the

beginning of the world, down to the com-
mence__menﬁ of the prefent century; 1 mean
that {carce ever erring old lady

.. Goopy NaTURrRE, |
a lad)-r who pratifed Midwifery from the
beginning of time, in every corner of. the
earth, with perfet fuccefs, till fhe was
{tifled to death between two feather-beds at
Paris, by Mefl. La Motte and Mauriceau
and then thofe impoftors, in that fantaftical

B 3 and
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and indelicate kingdom, endeavoured to in-
trudé themfelves upon the publick as her.
legitimate fons, and almoft perfuaded the
world to believe, that Gop’s WoRKS were
imperfe&, and that ArT could {urpafs

NATURE.

- The vivacity, and the love of novelty,
peculiar to that fantaftic nation, and the
great liberties the two fexes are accuftomed
to take with each other, promoted the de-
figné of thefe men, and prevented a dea
tetion, till they became fo numerous, and
had eftablithed {o much intereft (m#ing, I
prefume, to their fex), that the o/d lady,
their pretended mother, has in that king-
dom long fince been forgotten. That fuch a
prattice fhould begin /n France, be encou-

raged
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raged by the ladies, and perm§tted by the

men, does not much furprize me; becaufe
modefty in that country, is rather an un-
fathionable part of good breeding, and high
hife : but that Englithmen, tenacious of their
own and their wives honour, fthould tamely
fubmit to a pra&ice fo unneceffary, and fo
big with muilchief, amazes me beyond con-
ception: and I can account for it only, be-
caufe a few women of fathion, as they are
called, have countenanced it, and their pu-
ﬁllaqimous hufbands, have been afraid to for-
bid it. The middling clafs of people muft
be 1n fathion, and ape the quality, decency
be kicked down ftairs, and modefty put out
of countenance, becaufe my ' Lady Mary
Modith, hates an old fumbling woman about

her perfc:.)n.

B4 Some



Some of the periodical Reviewers were
pleafed to obferve, that the Author of the
Addrefs to a young Lady on her -Marriage

was (though a pretender to decency). the
~ moft indecent creature himf{elf that ever took

a pen. in hand. Whether this refentment
arofe from the fling in the tail of the Letter,
levelled at. thofe Book-midwives 3 or from
their being chiefly compofed of Surgeons
and Men-midwives, who murder books for
want of fant pracfice ; T muft fubmit to the
~ Reader’s judgment ; but they ought to have
owned, that every indelicate expreffion. n

that epiftle, is extracted, almoft wverbatim,
fmm their friend Dr. Smellie’s T'reatife on

Midwifery ; a book wrnitten 11 Englith, the

matter
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matter by Smellie, and the language faid to
be that of Dr. Smollet.

That Men-midwives may think foolithly,

and a& wantonly, is no more than I can
eafily conceive; but that a Man-midwife
fhould write, and publith a {erious book, and
oive therein, ferious diretions relative to the
pra&tice of Midwifery, {o contrary to rea-
fon, fo void of judgment, and fo alarming
to modefty, is to me aftonithing indeed: a

it will be to the Reader, when he finds,
that the following extralts are taken from
Smellie’s Midwgﬁry: «« The figns of preg-
«« nancy,” f{ays he, ¢ arc to be diftinguifbed

¢ from thofe belonging to obfiruttions, oy the -
<« TOUCH inthe Vagina, and fometimes im‘_a"fbe

¢« Rectum ;” and this is to be done when

the
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 the lady is doubsful Whether the 15, or 75 not,
brcedmgr This 1s commg to the point at

once. The Dolor then proceeds to inform
hrs pupils, ¢ That the Clizorss, with its Py

e pm‘mm, 1s found between the Labiz on the
‘““ middle and fore-part of the Pubis, and

“ from the lower part of the Clitoris, the
“ Nymphe rifing, {preads outwards, and
¢ downwards to the Os Externum, formmw
“ a kmd of Sfuleus, or furrow, called the
4**ﬁﬂ'a ‘magna, or Navicularis, for the di-
‘“ re@tion of the Penis in coition, or of the

“ finper m toucling, iuto the Vagina.”

After having, in this fhamefu] manner,

informed'uq that Gop has made woman for

the purpofe of a z‘om:bmcr Doﬁar, he modeﬁly
tells

Y
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tells his Pupils, how the !azzcb 1s to be per-

formed ; s and THUS, HUSBANDS, IT IS:

¢ Touching,” fays the Do&tor, ¢ 75 per-
 formed by introducing the fore-ﬁ}zger,* Jubri-
¢ cated with pomatum, ints the Vagina, in
‘c order 1o feel the Os Internum, and neck of
< the Uterus, and /bfzzefinze; into the Reltum,
¢ 1o difcover the firetching of the Fundus. Bj
¢ fome we arc advifed to touch with the mid-
“« dle finger, as being the longefl 3 and by others
“ to employ both that and the jz”z;/i, but the
«« middle is too much encumbered by that on
“ each fide, to anfwer tbe purpsfe fully ; and
«« aphen two are introduced together, the pa-

¢ tient never fails 1o compbm. The defr f g7 of

‘< touching is to be informed whether the woman
«“ is, or is mot, with child; to know how far

Giﬁe
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¢ foe is advanced in ber pregnancy 5 if fhe is
¢ 1y - dangff {)f- a miﬁ'arriagé’; {f the Os
<« Uteri be dilated s and, 1n time of labour, 1,
“ form a right Judgment of the cafe, from he
% opening of the Os Internum, and the pref~
“ fing down of the membranes with their wWa-

“lers; and, lofly, 1o diffinguifh what part of
¢ the child is f:f'e]em.‘ed.

‘¢ It 15 gemerally impracticable 1o difcover, oy

“ @ touch in the Vagina, whetber or not the
¢ Uterus 7s impregnated, 13l after ine fourth
““ month : then 1he oefl fime 15 in fbe 'morning,
“ woen the womar is Jafting, after the con-
¢ fonls cf the bladder and Re&um bave beon
“ difcharged, and fhe ought, if neceffary, zo
“ Jubmit to the enguiry in a (tanding pofture;
“ Decaufsy in that cafe, the Uterus bangs lower
b ‘¢ down
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<t dowwn in the Vagina, and the we’{gl;t 15 more
¢ {enfible to the touch than when fhe lies

¢ reclined.”’

Will any Man-midwife, Hufband, Wife,
or Widow, after reéding the above extfaéiz
from Dr. Smellie’s Midwifery, printed and
publithed in the vulgar- tongue, dare to charge
me with indecency? Surely they will not;
and therefore I muft obferve, that as wo-
~mens’ paffions, unlike mens’, lie dormant
till ftirred by the dalliance of a man, may not
the defign of zouching be to obferve alfo,

whether any emotions arife 1 the touched
lady’s breaft, that the Door may take ad-

vantage of ! A man permitted to take fuch a
thameful liberty, cannot an{wer for his own
conduét; and the fimple woman who {ub-

mits



[ 12 ]
mts to it, as neceflary, knows not the con-
fequences which may arife, from fuch a wan-
ton and unneceflary infpe&tion; but if the
Man-midwife be wickedly difpofed, and does
as many have done, he may not only #ouch
her with his /ubricated pomatum Singers, as
Smellie dire@ts, but he may add a fmall
quantity of cantkarides to the compofi-

tion, and create in the woman 3 temporary
Furor,

Let me {uppofe myfelf, for inftance, a
Bﬁﬂll;m{d\Vif"’ lent for by a lady of youth
and beauty. The lady has not been many
months married; is doubtful whether the
be, or be not, with child ; defirous, per-

haps, of being infor med but quite a ftran-

3 ger
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oer to the manner by which {he is to obtain
the iformation.

Upon my arrival, if ker huiband happens
to be prefent, he muil retire; for the Do&or
knows tao well the pain that he muft feel on
hearing even the firff queflions, ‘Therefore
nothing but an afle&ted, fhft air, a grave
face, peeping out of a profound wig, and my
hand kept warm in my muif, mult tranf Diie,

till the bufband has quitted the room; and,

from that inftant, the dxeﬁmg-roorn becomes
{acred to me, and my patient. I then pro-
ceed to alk fuch queftions, with an air of
gravity and importance, that_ mult confound
a woman of modefty beyond imaginatiém
Upon percciving her embarrafiment, 1 get up,.
take Ler by the hand, and tell her how very

i unlike
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unlike her condu&: is to my L1dy Betty Bla-
zens, whom I have juft left ; that her Lady-
thip thought fhe was with child, but that I
could pe*rc:ez'w no circle round ber nipples * ;
- nor by the fouch, had 1 any reafon to buheve
the was breeding. This reconciles. My new-
panent the hears, and wonders-at Lady
Betty S - condu& but, believing it no ‘more

than is common, ~and that the DoGor. has a
Tlicence to take, and fhe to grant, fuch liber-
ties, the at length acquiefces. 1 then pro-
ceed to e‘camme ver breafis, nlpples &c. by

which [ am {oon able to difcover what fur-

¥ Page 187.—Smellie obferves, that abﬁruﬁzom and
pregrancy are both acr‘ompamed by a ﬁretchmg fulnefs of

of the breafts ; but on' the /a/t only may be. perceived the
_.tfreala,, or brown ring, round the nipples ;. but. this

clrcle is not always fo difcoverable as in the ﬁ; ﬁ rpreg-
Pamcy. '

ther
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ther liberties I may proceed to, under the
fanction of my great wig and my grave face ;
and, 1f once admitted to 7he touch, all diffi-
culties for five or fix months are removed ;
my patient and I underftand one another ;
fecrecy is the word; my charaer and her

folly fecure it.

If Men-midwives, under fuch circums
ftances, ftand unmoved, they are a part of
the human fpecies I am a ﬁranger to ! SuE’,-

pole then (for it is no more than natural to
{fuppofe it) that I fhould, after the touch *,

offer fome further liberty (a more indelicate

hberty I cannot offer) ; fuppofe then, I fay,

* Page 188.—In the fifth or fixth month of Uterine

geftation,- -by the touch into the Vagma, we perceive tl;g‘
neck of the womb confiderably fhortened !

C ' my
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my patient {hould fly out, and afk me, what
I mean by fuch infolent and unwarrantable
condu@ ? and go towards the bell, in order
to call her hufband or fervants ; what muft
be done? Why, {tep in between her and the
bell, drop upon my knees, and implore her
pardon ; telling her that my profeffion does
not Emafculate me; that my own, and my
family’s bread, depend upon my character
and condu& in my profeflion; that 1 never
wias {o unfortunately overcome upon any for-
mer occafion 3 that what had happened, was
more my misfortune, than my fault; and
that I muft have been more or lefs than man,
to have ftood unmoved, on fuch an occafion,
with /o fire a woman. Here 1s a full and
- certain pardon obtained; for a fenfible wo-

3 | man
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man would be too wife to tell her Lufband,-
and a foolifh woman too vain.

However high the above fcenery may be
coloured, it 1s no more than is exhibited
cvery day, not only in the capital of this
kingdom, but in every country town; for

whichever way I go, far or near, every vil-
lage 1s ornamented with a red door, and a
bright knocker, and over it you are informedi
1n gold letters, that the houfe is the property
of J. BLOWBLADDER SURGEON, APoO~
THECARY, AND MAN-MIDWIFE. Nay, often
two names, as partners in this myferious
bufinefs, ornament the board,

I know not which to defpife moft; the °
hufbands, who give up their wives to be fo
C 2 wan-
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wantonly and fo unneceffarily handled and
touched by Men-midwives; or the wive;,
who are {fo void of a proper {enfe of their
hufband’s dignity, and their own modefty,
to employ Men-midwives upon any occa-
fion: nay, I f{ay, upon every occafion; for
when :once the Male-widwife has got adin:/-
fion nto a houfe, he becomes Phyfician-ge-
neral to the whole family. If the hufband
be ill, "the wife will not be ealy, unlefs Aer
Doctor be “called in, to the great prejudice
of Phyficians regularly bred ; to the abufe of
Medicine ; and often to the difcredit of the

greatelt blefling to mankind, when trufted in

{kilful hands.

‘The dangerous confequences of iron in-
~ dtruments, conftantly ufed by Men-mid-

. VViVES,
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wives, and which often deftroy the life of

the child, or mother, or both; and the cer-

tainty of rendering the woman’s perfon dii-

agreeable, if not difguftful, to her huiband,
ought to have great weight with women, pro-
vided the matter of delicacy, decency, and mo-
defty, were out of the queftion; and yet 1t 1s
110 Uncommon thing to hear a Male-midwife-
pratitioner, call the greateft calamity and

misfortune that can befal a woman, by the

ludicrous epithet of /aying pit and boxes toge-

ther *,

B

* Read Smellie, and you will find this nd uncommon
misfortune, where men-pradtitioners are employed, and
where Nature would have effcGted that which force could

not, as he candidly acknowledges.

C 3 Men
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Men were- born, and women were dell- |

vered by the proper attendance of women
only, for thoufands of generations, without

any bad confequences, either to the mother

or the child. Nature, left to herfelf, icarce .
ever errs:

1f the does, it generally happens
that fhe over-does, but feldom under-doeg

her part.  To wait the courfe of nature, re-
cetve her hints, and gently affift her efforts,
15 the part of a fkilful Midwife : he, or fhe,
who does more, is 1ignorant of the little they
have to do. ‘This bufinefs ought always
to be done by the affitance of women only ;

and a thoufand arguments might be produced
to confirm it,

-

I am
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I am not unaware that 1t will be {aid, that
difficult labours require not only the . ikill,
but the ftrength of a man; and that it

would be impofhble to deliver fome women
without inftrumepnts. It may be fo; but I
will take upon me to fay, it only happens to
fuch women who have been injured by hafty

or forced labours, with a former child, or by
iron inftruments. It never happens to a

woman with her firft child; nor does it ever

happen to the poor with any child, if they

have not been injured by former labours;
for then the o/d Lady mentioned above, is
Fheif faithful and unerring Midwife.

I frequently fee accounts of the death of
women 1n chid-bed, that are women of

C 4 fathion :
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fathion : I never hear of fuch events in the
éountry, among my unfafhionable neighbours
by this diffemper, fo Smellie calls jr. When
does a mare, a cow, a hare, a rabbit, or any
part of the brute creation die, in bringing
forth their young ? Never! And has Provi-

dence been fo careful in the prefervation of
brutes, and left the nobleft part of her pro-
duction in danger Certainly not. Why
then thould women think 1t neceflary to ex-

pofe their perfons, and their infirmities, and

to be twifted and turped about, in whatever

pofture or attitude the Man-midwife is

pleafed to dlre& *‘, elther i bed or uP, and

to

1.. * Page 183, Smellie fays, ¢ About the fifth or fixth
““ month, the upper part of the Userus is fo much ftretched,
‘“ as to rife three or four jnches above the Qi Pubis, fo

. that, by prefiing the hand on the belly, efpecially of
¢ Jean
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to keep her hufband all that fime' n moré
pain of mind than that which the {uffers in
body, for no other end but the vanity of
having a Dolor, as they call 1t ; but what

I call an outrage to {enfe, dignity, IOVC;

and virtue.

- That fome of thefe touching gentry have
been profecuted, and {everely punifhed, for
their luftful condu& in zouching their pa-

tients, 1s notoricus. ‘That hundreds of them

daily get off, and that many {ucceed undifco-
vered, cannot be doubted: nay, itcan{carce
be doubted, but they all are liable to fall into

‘¢ Jean women, 1t is frequently perceived! and if, at the
¢ fame time, the Index of the other hand be introduced in
¢¢ the Vagina, the neck will feem fhortened.”

the
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the fituation I juft now {uppofed myfelf, and
pointéd the way to get out,

I could mention feveral profecutions of
~ Men-midwives upon record *: but the fol-
L lowing will be fufficient : though 1 man
who 1is robbed of his wife’s ﬁdélity, does

not mufs it till it is too late to advertife the
thief.

A merchant of this kingdom, who had 2
very young and beautiful wife, was attended
by an eminent Man;midwife, to cure him of
a diforder he had got by going aftray, and
amufing himfelf in the environs of Covent-

Garden, while his wife imagined he was gone

* The records of every Court in this kingdom will con-
firm this affertion.

into
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into the country. The merchant therefore

defired the Doé&or to vifit his wife, whom he
{ufpeted to be with child; and, to fave ap-
pearances, perfuade her that, by a complaint
he found (from touching, I prefume) fhe la-
boured under, it was abfolutely neceflary to

Lie apart from her hufband. The do&or un-
dertook the commiffion; when, inftead of
faving the hufband’s credit, and faithfully

keeping his fecret, he informed the wife of
the real cafe, and made fuch inflammatory
obfervatjons, on the incontinence of her huf=
band, and the beauty of the wife, that,
with the advantage of opportunity, her huf-
band’s falfenefs, touches of cantbarides, &c.
he debauched her. But thofe {timulating
medicines had fuch an effe®, that the di,ed;
in confequence thereof; and, by way of

atone-
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atonement to her injured hufband, declared

the whole truth in her laft hours *.

Dr. Smellie, in the Introduction to his
Treatife on Midwifery, fays: << It 75 natu-

S ral to fuppofe, that, while the Simplicity of
¢ the early ages remained, women would have
¢ recéw:/é 10 none but perfous of their own fex
“¢ i dileales peculiar 1o it Accordingly,” {ays
he, ¢ ave find, that in Egypt Midwifery was
¢ practifed by women—What a pity it was, -
that the ufe of hooks, crotchets, pl1Cers,

boring fciflars, tapes and filleting, were not

known to the poor Egyptians! That the
Egyptians, who knew how to preferve dead

bodies three thoufand years, fo as to re-

tain their living form, fthould have been

* This is a well-known fact,

{o
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{o fhort of inventicn, as never to have found

out the method of {cooping a child’s brains

out, and thereby preferving the lives of the
poor Egyptian infants! I fuppofe all the
Egyptian mummies brought OVer here,_ bé-
fide thole which are in the Mufeum, to be
the bodies of poor Egyptian ladies, who died
in child-bed; and that the Azroglyphics on
their ficamore coffins, could they bé decy-
phered, would appear to be the lamentations
of their {urviving hufbinds, that no art
could be difcovered Whersby Nature might

be correfied, and made more perfe&t.

Liattle did the poor Egyptian ladies think,
that it would be three thoufand years before

Dr. SEmellie would be born, and the art of
touching, and faving women’s lives in this

dangerous
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dangerous diffemper ¥, be brought to pef-
fé&ipn.
But, to comfort my fair country-women,
et 1t be remembered, thatthefe were Jew
ladies.  Indeed the Do&or obferves, that a
Jlaw was made at Athens, prohibiting wo-
men and flaves from pra&ifing phyfic ;

“ Dut,” fays he, ¢ the miftaken modefly of
¢ the fex rendered it afterwards abfolutely ne-

¢ ceffary 10 allow free women the privilege of
¢ fharing this art with the men.”

It 15 pleafant to obferve, the artful and
fallacious manner, in which Smellje touches
vpon the prohibition of women pra@itioners
at Athens. But I muft fet before my fair

* As Dr. Smellie calls it, |
country-
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country-women the noble example of the

Athenian matrons upon that occafion.

The law laid them under the neceflity of
employing men, or trufting wholly to the
efforts of Nature. They did fo, rather than
fubmit to a practice {o repugnant to decency 3
and upon fome particular occafion, zb1s mif-
taken modefly of the fex proved fatal; which
being obferved by a woman, named Agno-=
dice, the drefled herfelf in man’s apparel,
and entered herfelf a {tudent under a certain

profeflor, named Hiéropbilm; and, after
having obtained a knowledge in tbe art, 1f
an art 7z 75, to out-do Nature, fhe revealed
“herfelf to her own f{ex, who agreed, one

and all, to employ Aer oNLY.

Here-
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Hereupon the men-practitioners, enraged,
indi&ted her before the Court of Areopagus,
as one who CORRUPTED men's wives. 1o
obviate this falfe accufation, fhe_ difcovered
her {ex: upon which they profecuted her
with greater eagernefs, as violating the lapws;
when, to prevent her ruin, the principal
MATRONS of the city came into Court, and,
addrefling themfelves to the Judges, ToLD
THEM: ¢ THAT THEY WERE NOT HUS-
¢¢ BANDS BUT ENEMIES, WHO WERE GOING
‘“ ToO CONDEMN THE PERSON TO WHOM
“ THEY OWED THEIR LIVES.”—And it was
upon this modeft and {pirited remon{trance of
the Athenian ladies, that Agnodice was ac-

quitted, and that law agam{t women-prac=

titioners repealed.

And
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And fhall the ladies of this happy ifle, and
in this enlightened and refined age, be lefs
delicate than the Athenian matrons? For-

bid it, Decency; forbid it, Love.

~ Nafb; to prevent the fatal confequences
of fudden quarrels at Bath; a place where
gaming more particularly is pra@ifed, enaéf=
ed a law, That o man fhould wear a fWofd
at Bath, but he who was not entitled to
wear onie any where elfe ¢ and that law is
ftrictly obferved there; to this day. Andifa
law were enhalled, allowing thofe women
only the affiftaiice of Men-midwives, who
acknowledge themfelves unworthy of, or
indifferent as to, the affeGtion of their huf-
bands, I think, it would prevent the cuftom -

D - of
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of many thoufand [ron inftruments being worn
and w ed; that are ‘rauch more "fatal to the

human fpecies, than fwords or piftols.

Indeed, we have many women fhll
amongft us, who will not {ufier a Man-
midwife to attend them, under any- clrcume-
{tances %what:evef:- nay, 1 could, without
quitting this 1fland, produce aKing, a Queen,
and eight or ten Princes of the Blood,

who all- came 1into the world (God be

thanked !) juft as the poor Egyptians did * ;

* How often do we fee accounts of unfortunate young
women, bein gdelivcred quite aline, whom thame and mo-
defty tempt to commit a crime againft nature ' But who
ever heard of any of thefe unfortunate perfons being
found dead for want of a Midwife? Goopy NATURE .
“always fteps i upon {uch occafions, and does msre than her
patient would wifh, ' ' - |
k but,

.- ,
. 47
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but, 1 fﬁppofe, it arofe from the miflakén mo- -
defty of the fex; or Dr. Blowbladder, or -
fome of his brethren, had certainly been

called 1n.

Much mote might be faid, to convince
every man of fenfe, arid every woman of -
modefty, how very indecerit; and how very

unneceflary, the bufinefs of a Man-midwife
F :

muft be carried on. But if he be wantonly
difpofed, he may turn his patient in what- .
ever attitude for fight, or touch, he pleafes;
nay, ¢ be may fa pjace pery with ber breech
¢¢ towards bim, dn the fide of ber bed, with a
¢ fhezt thrown over both,”’ (as Smellie particu-
larly direcis), {o as to gratify, unknown to toe
agoman, any paffion he pleafes. I know it
may be objected, and faid, thata woman,
D2 under
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undet fuch circumtances; muft be difpulta
ful, afd remove every fenfual appetite
but this. I deny. A worman is like a fid-
dle, nothing 1 her ‘when found onty but
-a fine woman, unfound out, can appear in
no fituation, not evén in the a& of death,
but fuch as has ftirred the moft uncongusras |
‘ble of all paffions *.

It 13 not the pretended fcience I rhean to -
decry, but the pradtice of the ttien who

¥ In Egypt, the Polm&ors who embalmed the dead
bodles, . often wrolated thofe of youth: and beauty, and it -

became meceffary to enaét a law to prevent.it; which wasy .
that the bodies of young women fhould lie forty da_ys 1n

bring, before the operation of embalming commenced. The
late Mr. Sharp, the Surgeon, told me, that, had it not béen

for the rmmorallty of the a&, he has often had objes to |
diffe@ which were fo beautiful, even in déath, that he

could have done the famg thmg If, therefore,: death can-
not rcﬂram 1t, can any c1rcumﬁance whatever in life ?

teach
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teach and profefs it. I would have womens
1t neceflary, properly infira&ed, and wo-
men only employed, I would have infis y-
ments qui_te' difufed, being convinced they
often deﬁroy hoth mother and child 3 and I
Profe{fars, that I do ngt look upan th¢rn
‘as I thould an the Emperor of Morocco, or
the Bathaw of Tangier, going to vifit his
{feraglio. 1 really confider, that every man,
from the firft peer in the kingdom, down to
‘my butte.f-rmaﬁ’s wife in Clare-market (for
the has her male Dgffor), who opens his
doors to Men-midwives, opens a way to dil-
grace their families; to injure their wives’
perfons, if nat their morals t noy can_ it fail
to induce every man, who feriouﬂy and
prudex;tly confideys this pratice, to lapk

D3 - upon
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~upon thofe hufbands who confent to it, with
‘contempt and indignation. As to myfelf, I
t ingenuoufly own, my wife's mind being out
of thé queftion, I would fooner give her up
“to the jernbraces of any one man, once a
-year, than f{ubje& her perfon to be fo ex-
- poled, fouched, and handled, as fhe who 1S
'rattencied, and delivered of a child, may be,
-nay conftantly z, band/gd.:' L |

If the Reader is defirous of any furthey
~proofs of what I advance, let him read Dr,

- Smellie’s Book and take the Do&or s own

| word, 1nﬁead of rnme.

There 1s nothing neceflary M1dW1fery,

‘but What a woman can execute with more

‘propriety, and. with as rpugh {afety, as
men.
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‘men. Inftruments are -always -'iiljdrioﬁs,
~often dmgerous, and never neceflary. ~The
“world was peopled much better befare -the
" n*ungrel name of Man midwife was knowil.
~They- were. 1mported here from France, at
“the fame tlme that Tire-women Were put
down in England. The alteration of -modes,
within thefe forty years, are very extraor-
-dinary ! _! Men-midwives are become general;
Men- hair-dreffers, Men-ftay-makers, in thort,
‘'we want nothing now but the Italian Ci-
cifbes to be introduced amiong us, in order
‘to qualify our high-bre& fathionable ladies,
to be juftly ranked with the ladies of Genoa ;

a principality {aid to be without wood, with-

out water, without fith, men without ho-
‘nour, alid women without virtue. And if
‘this fhould ever become the charatter of the
D 4 finett,
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fineft, and, till of late, the moft efteemed

‘women in the world, for their modefty,

- beauty, and fidelity ; ﬁranga as 1t may ap-
_pear, 1will pronounce, thci_f degeneracy be-
gan with the pratice of Manemidwifery!'
‘and muft end with the difufé of it, or haye
‘a worle end,

I have the pleafure of knowing a great
‘pumber of married women, who have gl-
ways thought on this fubje& as I write, I
‘would as foon {end my wife to vifit a Ca-
-vent-garden hoflefs, as be familiar with thofe
Male-midwife trumpeters.———¢¢ Lard, Ma-
dam, who is your Dogtor " fays one. ¢ Well,
¢« P11 never have a woman ; my Doltor is
¢ the fweeteft man ! fo gentle, 1o bumang, {o

‘¢ patient !
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¢¢ patient! and then heis fo Jufe* " with
a thoufand {uch fine things of their Do&ar,
that the trumpeter foon makes half the cir-
cle in love with him, before they have even
{feen him, and determine tp confult him the
next morning. | {erioufly beligve, that maft
women love their Midwife, in fome degree,
equal to that which they feel towards their
“hufbands; for, if the hufband he an inftry-
ment to their pleafures and co1ﬁfbrts.? the

Dottor alfo is, in their fimple opinjon, the
inftrument of their eafe, and their deliverer
from extreme mifery. I never heard a we-
man {peak of her Man-midwife but with an

% T fhould be glad to know how thefe advocates for
Male-praétice, became fp well iuformed as ta matters of
f afety : all thenn.;/i‘ I will allow them to be campetent judges
of ; touching with fafety, and the impropriety of telling

their hufpands, they are Judges of no doubt.

uncoms-
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~uncommon degree of kindnefs: I have often

- heard a woman fpeak of an afféeGtionate Huf~

“band, without betraying any,

* That many innocent and chafte women

‘have, and do, employ Men-midwives, I make

no doubt; and that many Men-midwives
* may, and do, acquit themfelves as decently
‘as their pra&tice will admit of, I will not
-deny : but that it is an immodeft, an unne-
“ceffary, and a fhameful pra&ice, I will
“maintain ;: and that there lives not a man of
fenfe and {entiment, who loves his wife,

‘that ever returned to her bed with that de-

gree of fatisfattion and affeGtion,. who has
undergone a Male-midwife’s touch, as fhe
whofe perfon 1s, or he fqupofes- to have been,
facred to him, and him alone. Whenever I
' {ee
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{ee 2 married woman nice in {entiment, and
delicate in her expreffions, and find fhe 1s
attended by Male-midwives, for they have
‘many, I confider her a pretender to both : I
ook on her with contempt ; and I confider
‘that, if the had the authority of cuﬂ'o'rn'* to
fupport it, the would permit me, or any
‘other man, to take the fame hberues with

her perfon.

Hard as this, and my former treatife, may
feem to fall on the ladies, thofe who ‘are
warned by it, and apprized of the confe-
quences, will find the Author their friend,

‘and their deliverer; a friend of more impor-
tance to their happinefs, than the unthink-

mg multitude are aware of ; and a dehv erer
- from
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from worfe evils, than the pamns of ¢hild,
birth can produce.

1 defire every man who loves his wife, or
regards his own haneur, ferioufly to figure
ifelf a {mart Man-midwi_fe, locked
mto - his wife’s apartment, lubricating  his

fingers with pomatum, in order to introduce
them into his wife’s 7 agina, or mto the

Reétum ! according to the/ 1ngenious Dr, Smel.

lie’s direction under the chapter of fotiching #,
Itis true, the DoQor fays, the patient ne-

ver fails to complain when fave fingers are

¥ Can any man of fenfe or delicacy, oF any woman of
virtue or modefty, read ar confider the above directions
(which are repeatedly given by Smellle), wlthout feelmg
the utmoft indignation to a pradice fo thameful ? And if
Smellie, who is corfidered the oracle for knowledge in

Midwifery, dire@s it, who can doubt but that his pupzls |
pra&ﬂ'e 1t §

5 - 10tro=
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inttoduded s but what need the Dofor caie
for that ? He knows fhe will not compinin
of it to her hufband: and her complaining
to the humane péntle Doftor, furnifhes him
with an b'ppdrf-u-nify.to 'eXpi‘e’fs his concerii,
to thew a freth inftance of his ;e;zz?ermgﬁ, and

to profefs his admiration of 2 woman fo

exquifitely fufceptible ! ;

And I defire every woman who loves hef
hufbaiid; or who covets his' love, {erioufly
to confider, whether fhe be ftriétly entitled
to the appellatiofi of being called a modeft

or a virtuods woman, aftér the has admitted

male operators thus to infult her perfon and

underftanding, by taking a liberty that can

give lim no infermation whatever, but that
fhe is a fool, or worfe, who fuffersit. Nay,
I am
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I am thoroughly perfuaded, that evéry Mari< -
midwife, who happens to be poflefled of .
either fenfe or fentiment, muft, in his own
breaft, entertain but a very indifferent opi- -

- nion of the underftanding of his patients, o7

2heir ‘@auﬁs *,

That fome women refufe their operator
the hberty of fowching, 1 firmly believe;
but the very attempt of the man, and the
neceflary confequence of the woman’s refu- -
fal, 1s almoft as bad ; and either one cr the

other 1s {ure to happen, where the fubjet isy
in the Dalior’s opinion, worthy of his me

[peciion.

* Shew me a Man-midwife, who Hhas a'yoﬁn"g or beaus °
tiful wife;, who employs one of his brethren to lay his
wife, and I will give him my head,

L
r

But
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But fetting afide every confideration, as to
modefty, delicacy, fenfe, f{entiment, and,

above all, how this kind of proceeding may

{it on the mind of an affeftionate hufband,

I will maintain it, that every woman runs a
greater rifque of lofing her hife with a fkil-
ful Man-midwife, than with even an igno-

rant, fumbling old woman,

The Man-midwife is for difpatch, and
that difpatch cannot be obtained without a -
force on nature; for it muft be obtained
with 1ron inftruments, and confequently
muft bring into the world, a child that ought -
not to have made its appearance for fome
time. 1 {ufpedt it will be {aid, what figni-
fies an hour or two? But by the (ame rea-

fon




-

fon 1t may be afked, what fignifies a thonth,
or a week? And yet fuch praceea’i;zgs often
prove fatal to the mother or child, o
both. But fuppofe thete wete 1o other cone
~ fideration, but the prefervation of the wos
man’s perfon, a circumftancs of fig {mull
lmportance with the fex ; yet that is inevita-
bly {poiled, fo fure asa Man-midwife, and con=
fequently an’inftrumeént, comes neat thein ;
for they as certainly ufe them, as they pru-
dénﬁy‘hnd cantionfly conceal them, accord-
ing to Dr. Smellie’s particalar dire@ion.

When the parts have been once extendéd;
for the convenience of the Ductor’s hands
and forceps, they never recover their former
elafticity ; and if the woman efcapes in-

ward injuries, which often terminate in

uleers

v’
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ulcers many years after, the cannot efcape,
without rendering her perion lefs agreeable? _
if not totally obnoxious, to her hu{bgnd:
for . thefe people not only do Injury at the_
time of delivery, but frequently, three or
four days after, introduce their hand and
arm, to perform the office known amongft
themfelves by the epithet of fweeping the
womo *; than which nothing can be a
{tronger pro;:)f of the mjury done the wo-
man’s perfon at her labour: for thig-a& of

womb-{weeping, cannot poffibly be performed

* Smellie fays, p. 237, ¢ When the placenta adheres to
““ the fundus, and all the lower part of the womb is ﬁrongly
¢ contracted, the hand muft be Jorced up in form of a cone
‘“into the Vagina;” and a certain Tobaccs-chewer, now
retired to Bath, aflured me, that he has frequently per.
formed that office three days after delivery; an office not

- pradticable with either a mare or a cow,

E - on
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on the perfon of a woman who i$ delivered
as {he ought, that is, by the unerring O/d
Lezdy, mentioned with {o -much honour 1n
the firft theet of this Paper; and to this- old
Iady 1 hope Yo be the mi¢ans of z3win making
known all the young and amiable part of
my fair countiy-woemen, who may be afs
fured, that it is tels indecent to read this
Letter to every man of théir acquaintance in
pubhe than to admit a Male-midwife in
privates and thofe ‘who ate wife enoigh to
rely on what is here f2id, without any other
view than their happinefs, will find, by

experience, that the Author is as much their
fifend, as he feemns to be an enemy to the
Male-mldwwes . Wthh 1  truth, 1s not
the ‘cafe’; ; for, as 1 famd '1bove, it 1s ‘the
praétice, not the s men, that I mean to exhibit

n
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In a proper, and confequently in an odious

Jlig ht.

- I flatter myfelf, that this Book wiil open
the eyes of a multitude of men, and wo- |
men too, who never confidered this matter
- as they ought, and determine them to be
- Mfatisfied, that Mrs. Draper, Mrs. Maddox,
and many other women, can do all that js -
neceflary to be done with decency and fafety ;
and as the two firft Perfonages in the king-

dom have {when a Crown was at ftake)
- been content with the affifance oniy of Goody
Nature, Goody Kennon, or Gosdy Draper.
I hope to fee the day when ‘the ladies of this
kingdom will follow the noble examplie of
the Athenian matrons s and fhat', amidit the
great number of publrc charities which 15

- ' E 2

parti-
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particularly chara&erize this age and kingt
dom for their humanity, fome lady of
high rank will endeavour to render it more
remarkable for its decency, by promoting a
fubfeription fufficient to eftablith a fund for
the trifling inftru&tion of women in the
practice of Midwifery: a woman of fortune
cannot do more honour to herfelf, nor a
greater fervice to her fex. We have already
experienced, that the HIGHEST example
is mot fifficient to remove the prejudices of
the generality of our high-bred ladies, 1n
favour of the Men-midwives; and there-
fore the expofing of their weaknefles in this
public manner, with a view to their happi-
nefs, ought to be as well received, as 1t 1s
kindly meant, They ought fenouﬂy to con=
fider what is here laid before themn in 2

7 ‘ light
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light which fhey had never feen it before,
though a juft one ; and I will appeal to any
woman of fenfe, who lives in London, and
who is within the reach of Mrs. Draper,
Mrs. Maddox, and many other Women-

midwives of known abilities, and yet em-

pleys a man; I fay, I will appeal to any
woman of fenfe, under thefe circumftances,
- whether the has not, by fo doing, facrificed
her modefty to fathion, her perfon to the

higheft indignity, and her hufband’s honour
to the fheers and fecret contempt even- of
her Ma,l‘e-‘opérators. ,If fhe will not allow
this, I will tell her a truth fhe will find by:
woeful experience ; which is, if her huf-
band be a man of fenfe and {fentiment, that
the has had a fall equal to that of her firft
parents; and if fhe ever after complains of

E3 - the
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the coolnefs or indifference of her hufband
towards her, I could tell her another truth,
not lefs alarming.

- Mrs, Kennon, a woman not lefs efteemed
for the goodnefs of her heart, than for her
Skl 1 the praGtice of Midwifery, and wha
always attended her Royal Highnefs the
Princefs of Wales, put a five hundred
pound bank note into the hands of the
Author of the ¢ Perition of the Unborn

“ Babes,” when fhe lay upon her death-

bed *; fo much did fhe approve of that per-
formance; at a #zme too, when the could have
no interefted view.—This petition in behalf
of hittle innocents, whofe {ufferings by tor-
ture, and even death, in their mother’s

* Dr., Frank Nicholls, phyfician to the late King.
womb,
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womb, are neverthelefs (hocking, though
they are unable ta move compaﬁlon by their
tears or groans; this petition, 1 fay, was
wrote by one of the moft able phyficians of
the prefent, or perhaps of any age; and his
authority and great abilities juttify the afler-
tions throughout this 'Pamphlgti for he,

“who 1t muft be allowed was a competent
judge, objeCted to the practice of men in
Midwifery, as unfafe, mdcccnt, and unnes

ceflary ; often dangerous to the mother, or
child, or both; and always a reproach to
thofe women who encourage it,

The firlk edition of this pamphlet, which
had been printed many months, was laid by
at a book{eller’s fhop, the Author bemc* unde-

termined when, or if ever, it sﬂigu,ld be
E 4. Pub-;
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publifhed 5 for, though it contains many bold

aflertions, 1t contains no wilful miftake: nor
is any thing advanced in it, but what is
well founded. But, neverthelefs, I confi-
~dered 1t might prove injurious to a great
number of gentlemen bred up to the pra&ice
of Midwifery, and to fome very deferving
men who had families to maintain, and
whofe chief fupport might depend upon this
particular- branch of bufinefs. Indeed a

Man-midwife, who accidently came into the

bookf{eller’s thop, telling me, in general con-
verfation, that he had a large family to main-
tain, not only 7ben difpofed me to with-hold
it, but induced me rather to have withed
the former Létter had not been made public;
{o much was my perfonal weaknefs at va-
riance with the public g'?ood: for, I{olemnly

proteft,
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proteft, I have no other end in view, nor

any particular friend to ferve.

I write from felf-conviton, the approba-

tion of many women of difcretion, and of

many men of judgement: I reverence truth,

and am open to convition. I haveadvanced

no intentional falfity, nor have I given any
extraCs that are not faithfully copied from
the oracle of Midwifery, Dr. Smellie; and
if any gentleman-pra&itioner can fhew that
what I have here advanced 1s contrary to
the good of {ociety 1n general, and fo repre-
fenf the necemty of male-pra&itioners, that
men n general approve of it; I will reduce
the bead, and [queexe out the brains, of this
performance inftantly. But then it muft be
done by a man who lives like a Chriflzan,

who
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who bebaves hike a gentleman, and who writes

like a feholar: not by a dcbauched, aban-
doned fellow, whofe indecent prattice with

every waman he comes near, either maids,

wives, or Widows, nay with little children,

are notorious ihrough a whole city. But, on
the other hand, if thefe arguments cannot
be overturned, I am ready to fubfcribe a
much larger {um towards_ the i;ll.ﬁl_‘ll&ion of
female Midwives, than 1s perhaps quite cons
fiftent with the limits of my own fortune,

.. It may now be afked, why my perfonal
weaknels did not prevail ! To which I re-
ply : my bookieller informed e, that the
gentleman meniioned above was a man of a
good private fortunc, and by no means the
cafieft pracitiioner,  Indeed, when the baok

came
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came out, and I afked him, what the Re-

viewers weuld fay to it ! ¢ Nothing, if they

‘“ are wife.” ¢ Then what do you fay to it,

““ Dottor £ ¢ That you are ignorant and
¢¢ 1ll-informed ; I could have furnithed yoni |
‘“ with ten times more matter:”’ and he
really aftonifhed me with the wanton tales

he told me of in his own pradtice.

- Thofe married -men, who can confider
what 1s here faid with indifference, I am wil-
ling to except from this general addrefs ; and
thofe married women, who. can read the
above, as well as the following extra&s from
Dr. Smellie’s Treatife, without fhame and
horror, I am willing to allow the free ufe of
men, not only in Midwifery, but upon every
other occafion. It 1s, as I have faid above,

to

)
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to thofe men of fenfe and fentiment, who
“love their wives with pure affeGion; and to
thole women, that are folicitous to wear
down the charms of their yoﬁth in poflef-
fion of the affection of their hu{béndé, that
this and my former Letter is addreflfed. I

cannot conclude, without mentioning a few

circumfitances that greatly promote the bufi-
nels of the Male-pralitioners, as well as
encourage female patients; and that is, the
mnumerable ftories that every female nurfe
1s furnithed with, to alarm the ladies they
attend. There is not one of thefe nurfes
who cannot, nay that do not, in the courfe
of a month’s fitting by the fide of their mif-
trefs’s bed, inform her of a thoufand in-
ftances of the 7gnorance of female Midwives,
and of the Doctor’s fkill! How many wo-

INCIA
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men they have attended, who #neviially had
been loft, with their dear babes, had not Dr.

Blowbladder been called 1n, at the very i1n-
ftant her good lady was expiring: and thus
the poor deluded miftrefs 1s frightened out of
reafon, her decency, and love, that Nurfe
Grim-it may carry off the donation of the
goflips, without having a female Midwife to
divide 1t 'with her : nay, inftead of this draw-
back, the Do&or, if he be either eminent or
wife, generally defires the nurfe’s acceptance
of a bit of money for her trouble in drefling
the child. By this means, he convinces
Mrs. Nurle, a/moff to the bottom of her
heart, that a female Midwife is as dangerous
about the perfon of a lying-in woman, as a

rattle-fnake about a man’s leg. She founds

the Do&tor’s trumpet far and near; and all

her
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her kind miftrefles, and indulgent mafters;
are {are to have the warmegt recommendation
of Dr. Blowbladder’s art of touching.

It 1s no unpleafant thing to obferve, with
what addrefs an ignorant nurfe, an 1gnorant
hoft, or his more ignorant hoftler, or in-
deed any of ‘the lower peopie, trained up to
one particular branch of money- getting, can
1mpofe upon, andover-reach their moft fenfi= .
ble mafters and miftreffes. A nurfe will no
more own her admiration of the Doctor’s
fkill arifes from fe]f-intereﬁ, than an oftler

will tell you, till after he is paid and fee’d
for your horfe, that he paid three pence for
mending your boot, or removing a thoe, or
the Irke; becaufe, having already fecured all
your half-pence, he knows he has an equal

chance
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chance to get fix-pence more; and then, like

Mrs. Nutfe, hugs himftlf over his beet, in
having thus impofed upon a gentleman,

I muft not pafs over anothet tircumftance
very injurious to the ladies who are attended
by Men-midwives: for no fooner is {he
brought to bed, than the pratitioner, to thew
his Do&orial importance, difpatches the two
mitials of his name to Mr. Slipflop; and
Mt. Slipflop, adding a /e warmth to the
poor lady’s fuffocating bot bed-chamber, lays
her doWn, ifor the firft ten or twelve days, ’in’
a fever ; which pafles off for the milk fever,
when it is attended with no other bad con-

fequences.

Thodgﬁ
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“Though the Author has experienced, like
the Athenian Female-midwife, many abor-
tive effeCts of the Male-midwives, to intimi-
- date ‘him; yet he flatters himfelf the can-

did, virtuous, and fenfible part of -the ladies
will perceive zbeir happinefs was, andis, the
main object he has in view : for, ¢ without

“ the converiation and fociety of the fair {ex,

“ [ fhould efteemn the world but a defart,
« and the moft polifhed part of mankind
‘!‘ would.appear but as hermits in mafquerdde,
¢ or a kind of civilized {atyrs; fo imperfeét
“¢ and unaccomplithed are we, without the
«¢ re-union of our loft rib, that fubftantial
¢ and integral part of us. They are the
¢ guardians of our infancy and youth, the

““ companions of our riper years, and the
¢¢ cherifhers
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¢¢ chienthers of our old agé. F rom the trae
¢ dle we are wrapped 1 a circle of obliga-
¢¢ tions to them, for their love and good

¢ offices ; and he is a monfter in nature who

‘¢ returns them not-the carefles of .an.inno-.
¢ cent, aﬁ'eéhon the fpotlefs allies of .vir-
“ tue and gratltude. Love is the foul of
“ tite: world, and the vital -prop of - the ele-
1 fm’eﬁ-ts' ; 1t 15 the cement of human fo-:
“ciety, and firongeft fence of nature:
“ earth would be a hell without it; neither

‘¢ cdn-there be a heaven, where this is ab-

#¢ fent,” But then let it be remembered, that,

Venus herfelf pleafes
tmoit when fhe is reprefented to be withdraw-

F T ing
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ing herfelf from the eyes of the beholders,“'

~ in a thy, retiring pofture.

Extra&s from Dr. Smellie’s Treatife on the
~ Theory and Praice of Midwifery.

- Page 250 and 251, fpeaking of the ufe of
iron forccps: ¢ For my own part” ({ays he),
¢ finding in pratiice that, by the direGtions of
¢¢ Chapman, Giffard, and Gregorie, a¢ Pa-
“ risy, I frequently could not move the head
. along without contufing 1t, and tearing the

¢¢ parts of the woman,” O,

Page 258. ¢« Even in thefe cafes, indeed,
¢ the laft fillét, or a long pair of forceps, may
“ take Such firm bold, that with great force

‘¢ and
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“ and the firong purchafe, the bead will be
““ delrvered's but fuch violence 5s commonly fatal
““ to the woman, &y caufing fuch an inflame
“ mation, and perbaps laceration of the parts,

¢ as 15 attended with mortification. Iy order
“ to difable young praciitioners from running
“ fuco rifksy and to free myfelf from the temp-

“ tation of wfing too great force, I have a/-
¢ ways ufed and recommended the Jorceps fo

“ fhort in the bandles, that they cannot be ufed
“ with fuch viclence as 1o endanger the wo-

¢ man’s life,”

And again, in the fame page, % Great care
“mufe be taken in feeling wirh the Sfingers all

“ round, that no part of the Vagina e in-
¢ cluded in the lockings :” meaning thereby,

F 2 ‘ ~ that
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that no part of the womb be pin’cﬁed within
the forceps along with the child.

It 1s indeed thocking to obferve how often
Smellie dire&s the Accoucheur to take care,
when he introduces {ciffars, and the hke
kind of inftruments into the Vagina, that

he does not cut his own fingers, or the wo-
man’s Fagima; but their own fingers are his

firlt care. He alfo informs us, that women,

during their pregnancy, are often affilted
with {wellings 1n th‘e Labia Pudernds 3 and to
remove this, he recommends punéturing the
‘pagés; and this QPeratijou 15 to be repeated,
though he allows that thefe fort of com-

pla_inﬁts commonly vanith of themfelves sfter

delivery; fo that a lady who is attended by
2 (kilful Midwife, who wnderflands his bufi-

nefs,
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nefs, 1s to be fouched in the thlrd ot fourth

month of her pregnancy, and pwzﬂarez{
frequently during the remaining period. All
this may ‘be 'very proper, for aught | know ;
but that it is {candaloufly mdecent I will

maintain,

In boring the child’s cranium, in order to
‘extralt the brain, he fays, p. 2§8: ¢ The
“¢ feiffars ought 1o be fo fharp at the points as to
‘¢ penetrate the infeguments and bones, when
‘¢ pufbed with a moderate ﬁm;;; out not ﬁ

““keen as to cut the operator’s fingers, oF
‘¢ the woman's Vagina I’

P. 264. ¢ The woman being laid in-a right
¢ pofition for the application of the forceps,
‘¢ the blades ought to be privately conveyed

| F 3 ¢ between
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“ petween the featherbed and the cloaths, at a

€¢ fmall diffance from one another, on each fide
- ¢f qf the patieﬂf. Tbat this conveyance may
““ ve more eafily effelted, the legs of the infiru-
$Cment ought to be kept in tbeapemfar’s fide-
‘¢ pockets. Thus provided, when be fits down
““ to aeliver, let bim fpread the fbect that hangs
< gver the bed upon his fip, and under that
¢ cover fakeout and dMﬁc}/& the blades o each
‘¢ fide of the patient ; by which means he will
““ often be able to deliver with the forceps,
““ without their being perceived by the woman
“ herfelf, or any other of the affifants. Some
‘“ people pin a. [beet to each [houlder, and
‘s tbr&w the other end over the bed, that they
““‘may be the more effeciually concealed from the
“ view of thofe who are prefent. But this
“¢ method s apt to confine and embz_zmz/} the

‘¢ oberator.
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“ operator.” At any rate, as womien are com-
““ monly frightened at the wvery nanie of an in-

““ irument, it is advifeable to conceal it as

“ much as poffible, till the character of the ape-
¢ rator 15 _fully cj?ab/ 1fhed.”’

Now, I fay, that if thefe two &lades and
two /egs can be {o privately conveyed under
the fheet, and fo dexteroufly ufed by the
Doctor, that neither the woman perfelf, nor

any perfons that are prefent, fhall know any
thing of the matier ; it is more than probable,
that there may be in this kingdom fome

thoufands . of cuckolds, that are wnnown to
be fo, even to their wives.

It would be endlefs to quote the number

of alarming circumftances, both to men and

| N women,
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woment, with which Smellie’s /ngenions
Book abounds; and which I ea'nfleﬁly re-
 commend to the perufal of thofe who are

‘defirous of Jbeing convinced of the. danger,
and the indecency, of employing Male-mid-
wives. 1 fhall therefore conclude with ob-
{erving, that Smellie fays, the Accoucheur
ought to adt, and fpeak, with the utmoft
delicacy and decorum ; and never wvislate the
trufl repofed in him, {fo as to harbour the
leaft immoral or 7ndecent defign ; but demean
hiiafelf, in all refpeéts,: fuitable to the dig-
m{y of his profeflion, So Parfons preach!

but do they practfe accordingly # So Dac-
tors write ! and Smellie, I fincerely- believe,
was, in his old age at leaft, filly and ferious
endugh to think he was doing good when he
was writing the moft bawdy, indecent, and

' fhameful
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fhameful Book which the Prefs ever broagnt
into the world; and I hope it will be allowed
a {ufficient apology for th‘is my abridgement
of it; as I am convinced it will touch both
men and women too, who read it with atter=

It is curicus to obferve, how often fome
of thefe obftetric gentry inform ke fex of
the number cyf years they -have devoted to their
particular difeafesy and that {uch who are
defirous of concealing their obftructions, thould,
if they confult their own intereff, 1mmediately
apply, theugh the Dolfor never hears a cafey
or gives an opinion, unlels accsmpanied with
a guinea! Let me perfuade fuch aunfor-
tunate fingle ladies to keep l;-hei’r ouinea to
buy baby- cloaths: and to defire them, not

to
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td throw away a guinea upon a rafcal againft
whom they durft not complain, becaufe he
durft not perform his promife. That a poor
inocent, feduced girl thould be defirous of
‘information upon this head, to relieve her
agitated mind, whether fhe be, or be not,
with child, is not to be wondered at:; but
that MARRIED woMEN, after two or three

months pregnancy, fhould acquire fuch cer-

tain mformation from the Dotor and his

- pomatum pot, 1 believe, every hufband in the

kingdom will agree is going rather veyond the
mark of common decency. ‘They furely do

not obtain it to gratify their hufbands with
the means whereby it was obtained s they
will not,—they durft not furely do that.: for

when a woman has once tranfacied bufinefs in
inat way with her Do&or, fhe is WELL PRE=-

PARED
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PARED for it in any other away, and with
any other man. I think, when I was
a {chool-boy, I read from Publius, ¢ Cus
“¢ plus licet quam par eft, plus vult quam licet.”
¢ He that is_fuffered to do more than is fitting,
«« will do more than 1s lawful.” Indeed, there
ts no other way to account for theabandoned
profligacy which at this time prevails'among

the married women, but the practice of

Male-midwifery. No man can deny that
there has not been more crim. con. profecus
tions within the prefent reign than in the ten
preceding ones : nor can it be doubted, that
Man-midwifery 1s the fountain from which
they {prang. So much for the confequencess
of this art. I f{hall conclude with a few
remarks on the fafety of it, by defiring

thofe who have walked either the ftreets of
London
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London or ‘Paris, to recolle® how many
thoufand hump-backed, miferable, mairaed,
and decrepid objets they daily fee in thefe
two kingdoms, whete Man-midwifery is be-
come almoft the univerf{il practice; yet I do
aver, that to the beft of my knowledge,
though I have feen thoufands of Indians in
America, and Negroes in the Weft-Indies,
I never faw one hum p-backed perfon in my

life among either : yet thefe people never
heard of Men-midwives.

But before I conclude, I will relate a {tory,
whichlam forry and athamedto relate, becaufe
I was an interefted party mnit.. A young wo-
man, for whofe perfonal fafety I was-anxious,
being in labour, at a time T was too young to
have confidered the bufinefs or confequences

of
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of Man-midwifery in any other light than
as the fools of the prefent day; I fent for a
Man-midwife, thez not much known, but
“who fince has figuréd away in a very HIGH

sTYLE INDEED! He foon faw how the fuf-

nefs was; and, I fuppofe, concluded thal:
the /ife of the childwas of lefs i importance to
me than that of the mother. He accord-.
ingly not only delivered the woman too
haftily, but inftantly came down and thewed.

me an 1ron inftrument (not in an over ﬂme
of delicacy) with which he had. performed
the horrid operation ;. particularly flating,.

that it was wnique, and one of his owun con-
frivance. ‘'Three guineas was then deemed a
high price,.and I gave it him ; but I had good
reafon foon after, aswell as at this diffance of
time, to believe, he thewed me the inftru-

ment
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- ment i order #s5 obiain five; for the child.

was brought into the world by a horrid hook,

which had been fixed in the focket of the
cye, and was of this form;

- ~
//
s e ST
i
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but then here needed neither nurfe nor chrifien-

g ! A little box and Bunhill-fields burying-
ground finifbed the bu sfinefs !

I know the Male- -practitioners will fay, I
have told 2 d——4 ng/Za//v l1e 3 for fuch lan-

guage I have experienced before, and am pre-
pared to meet again; but if they do, and
this Book gets into a fourth edition, I will

in that give the /ngenions Door’ s name, and

7 eﬁabliﬂt .
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eftablith the horrid deed, if not the de/' 1N,
beyond a doubt.

That the real fears of fome women, the;
folly of others, and the dawdry of many,
lay a4/l women under a kind of neceflity to.

make the pratice general, and even promote

it, 1s undoubtedly true: they know nothing.
elfe could fupport them in it; but it is my
bufinefs to aflure thofe women who are not.
loft to every fenfe of fhame or modefty, and
who wifth to merit either the efteem, affec-
tion, or even the embraces, of their huf-

bands, that they are miftaken ; miftaken too

1n a matter of the fir{t importance; for they

not only often facrifice their life, but always
the efteem and love of men of fenfe. I

vouch for it; and that too, not only from

my
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sy own experience; but from the avowed
decalaation of the firft and beft amatommft

this kingdom ever produced, I mean Dr.
Frank Nicholls, the late Kin g's phyfician ;
that the praflice of Man-midwifery is highly’

dangerous both to mother and child, fetting.

thie fhameful 1bdecency out of the queftion.:
And as to the important opinion of that
traly good, ingenious, and worthy man, the:
late Pr. Lawrence, Prefident of the College:
of Phyfictans, I have already given his fen-

timents. upon this fubjet. I therefore call
upon every married and unmarried man
throughout the three kingdoms, to thew this
Book to their wives and daughter; and they
may then,. with: the utmOﬁ- propriety, make
the following delaration toi the former. To
their. wives: ¢ If, after having feen- this

| ¢¢ Treatile,
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¢ T'reatife, you will be attended by a Man-
¢¢ midwife, do foi;_ but I fhall confider you
¢ in no other light than as a fa/bionable pro-
“ﬁifute.” And T will tell their daughters
this melanchioly truth, ¢ That this Male-
¢« midwife's practice, deters every young man
¢ of fenfe to have any other fort of dealing
¢ with them than that of their Doltors;
¢¢ that the few who do enfnare fimple men
¢ with their charms, or affeGted modefty,
¢¢ into marriage, ought to be confidered
¢¢ fraudulent impoftors, 1f .th_ey.aare to {fend
¢ for a zouching Doctor, as moft do, two or
¢ three months after marriage.”” Fathion
has made this practice, as I have {aid above,
almoft univerfal ; but neither fathion, nor

the tame affent of a hufband, can reconcile

it to his mind.

G My
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My Lady Fiddle Faddle lies-in at Briftol,
and fhe us-attended there by Dr. Nokes. In
Loudon sthe 1s fouched by Dr. Siyles; and at
‘T-unbiidge _-;by-D‘r. Blowobladder : and all this
1s:to be deemed -perfeltly within the pale of
propricty, becaufe it is done by a Doslor.
But, hufbands, T atk you, whether Do&ors
are not men ! and whether you-are .not-fools
to fubmit.to fuch infults? If the women
will-have the wmale gender about their perfois,
let them fend to Italy for cafirato operators.
Such men might entertain them in a dowdle
capacity ; but -then ‘they fhould be docked &
la mode de-Seraglio,

- When ‘the firft edition of this-Book was
publithed, a lady of high rank fent for Mrs.
Maddox
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Maddox (now Mrs. Ward), and afked her,
¢ If fhe could attend her lying-in, about
¢ t_h;i'rty miles .out of town.” Mrs., Mad-
dox acquiefced; but hinted, that it would

be more convenient to both in London.
#¢ True,” {aid the lady; ¢ but I have lately
‘¢ read a Baok which has alarmed me .on
‘¢ many accounts. I have hitherto been deli-
¢ vered by Dr. Hunter; but.that Book :has
¢ determined me never more to employ him
$as a Man-—midwi’fe,;" This 1s a.proof that
many women are indifcreetly led into a
pratice incompatible with common decen-
cy ;-and I fincerely hope, her example will
be followed by every woman.of fenfe and
virtue; .and that every married man will
join-with me in {upprefling a practice of im-
portange-to them, to their wives, their chil-
' Gz ~ dren,
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dren, and even to .the prefervation of the
Empire: for the FIRST MARK of -the down-
fall of all great Empires has been the pro-
FLIGACY of the woMEN. The Reader will
therefore mark the prefent sTATE 6F Bri-
T AIN In the reign of the beft of Kings, and

the moft virtuous of Queens, ; and - re-

member tco, that Mrs. Kennon received:his
Majefty into the world, and Mrs. Draper
the prefent Prince of Wales; and that
Mrs. Maddox conftantly went to Germany;
to attend the Princefs of Brunfwick: and
yet, from per{onal knowledge of all three, I
can aver, that they were as fimple, honeft,
oood fort of old women, as ever were em-
ployed in that or any other way; ‘which
proves, that capacity is not a neceffary qualifi-

cation; and that all the le&ure-readers,

about
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about executing what God has ordained, 1is
mere ufelefs lumber. PO{}I“MOTHER EvE!
how-fbe 15 to be pitied when the brought Can
and ABEL 1nto the world! for Apam
would have been athamed to have lent her

a hand. She was left (though the world
was at_flake) to young Goody Nature. There
were then neither barébed hook-makers, for-
cep-{miths, nor brain-boring {ciffar-cutlers;
and yet, 1f poor Eve had failed, we fhould
have had neither Hinters nor Fords; ApaMm
would have become a folitary widower; and
mankind- would have béen confined to an
indtvidual, becaufe his CreaToOR forgot to
have wiiled one animal more; namely, a

MAN-MIDWIFE.
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o B

L.AD1ES, permit me to fo#ch your for once.
Be affured it is infinitély a more decent and
important fozch than that of a Man-mid-
wife. Let me tell you the caufe of your
hufbands’ negle& and their mfidelity: your
perfons are rendered obnoxious by the injury
of rron mftruments, which are altweys ufed
by men, never by women; and how can
you expelt to be deemed either modeft, or
even decent, to _adm‘it the ufe of the fame
inftrument covered with latber, which has
been employed to the fame purpoie a thous
{and and a thoufand times? perhaps to un-
clean and diftempered perfons ? But enough

has been faid,I am perfuaded, to have fufficient

weight with every woman of fenfe, virtue,

Or
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or modelty, or much mote might : for,
when I afked the late Dr. Fill’s opinion on
this Book, he replied (thougn himfelf a
Man-midwife), ¢ he could have furnifhed

¢« me with ten times better matter.”

Every thing m this kingdom 1s nowv be-
come either an art or a fcrence. I remembes
feeing, in Oxford-Road, a board, which in-
formed the publick, in golden letters, that
the owner of it was NIGHT-MAN to: her
Royal Highnefs the Pi'.in‘cefs‘ Dowager of
Wales; and I have lately heard of a Leg-
maker to her Royal Grandfon. Perhaps;
too, the time is not far off, when men wiil
offer. their fervices to attend ladies to their
chaift piercézs for the truth is, it 1s fulk as
neceffary, as to attend them in any osber

G 4. ll{:batzh
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' labour. Gop gave the fame facultics to a
woman 1n labour as he has given to mankind,
for every other NATURAL EVACUATION s yet
there may, once in an hundred thoufand times

erhaps, require fome affiftance in both cafes,
,. Pos .

When old Captain Bodens’s French va-

let, Frangois,. gave him notice to provide
another fervant ; Bodens, concerned and fur-
priled, afked him, ¢ Why he chofe to leave
‘“ a malter who had been upon all occafions
¢ {6 kind and partial to him ?”” ¢ C’ef vrai,”
rephied Frangois,  vous avez été un trés bon
““ maitre, mais je wWaime pas daller avec
¢ Monfieur au privéee.”” < Why that, to be
¢ fure, is a difagreeable piece of bufinefs to
“ both,” replied the Captain; ¢ but you

““ know, Francois, I am oo fat to do it

7 myfelfs
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« myfelf; and it was not only a bargasn, but
¢« ] give you two guineas a year extraordi-
¢ nary for fuch pariicular affiffanc:.” ¢ Out
“ Monfienr, c’eff wrai, mais pour Medane
¢ ma  mailrefle, me no make le  méme
¢¢ marcké :—for there 1t {eems ‘lay the fores

and then this fecret came out, though 1t was

very evident, that Madam Bodens was not a
awhit bebind band vixth Monfieur fon imart in
en bonpoint, or eminence of pofteriors. This
touching bufinefs foon reconciled old Bodens
to the lofs of his favourite fervant; and I
am difpofed to believe, that all men of {enfe,
and all women of modefty and virtue, who
perufe thefe theets, and ferioufly confider
the contents of them, will find, that Ma-
dam Bodens ftood in more need of a mazle

operator, than any woman either before, at,

Of
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or after Labour: nay, that her conduct was
more excufable, more decent, and more ne-=
ceffary, than the attendance of men iy child-
kabour ; and, as I have faid above, I agam
‘fepeét it, that there are, 1n this king‘d'om,
thoufinds of cuckolds, unknown to be {o,
éven to their fimple, deluded, and abufed

WIVES.s

In fhort, I {peak the fentiments of all
fenfible men, when I declarey I attribute
the profligacy of the women of the prefent
apge, to the praltices of MAN-MIDWIVES;
and pronounce every woman, who permits
the vifits of a male touching operator, during
her pregnancy, unworthy of the affeCtion
or regard of ‘her hufband ; and every one
who admits them, even in the hour of

| labour,
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Iabour, not worthy of his future embraces,
or worth thofe of any other man s and
that it is the very worf? of all proflitution,
and will foon extinguith even the prastice of
matrimony, except amonyg that clafs of peo~
Ple' who poflefs neither fenfe nor fentiment.

That thefe gentlemaﬁ z‘”az?czfi?rs, are touched
and alarmed, at the truths this Book con-

tains, 15 evident; for no {coher had its 7£-

publication been announced in the Papers,
than they Aononred me with d caricature., But
as all the print-fhops refufed to exhibit it,
and the man whofe name they put fo the
plate inftantly caufed 1t to be oblitérated,
I tzke this means of informing them, that -
if they will fend the plate to e, I will
add it to the fourth edition of this work : I

‘ {ay
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fay the fourth edition, for I am convinced
this zhird will be foon out of print. Every

Man-midwife in town and country will have
Cu_rioﬁty to {fee the Toucher Touched: and if

I miftake not, many a woman, and every
- hufband, will be zouche? to the quick, when
they {ee how thamefully they have fubmitted
to a practice fo unneceflary, fo dangerous,
fo injurious to their perfons, and fo unbe-
coming a woman of modcﬁv ; for I again
repeat this trLth that there are in this king-
~ dom many thoufand cuckolds unknown to

be fo, EVEN TO THEIR WIVES ; if, as Swe/-

lze dires, ¢ the breech of the woman is to be

“turned to the fide of the bed for delivery,
 and the Midwif: e kneel down vebind ber,

7 ‘ZUIZ'/J a _/]Jeez‘ Lhrewn over both parties,” as

he dlre&s, that the praltitioner may ufe his
blades
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blades of nine inches dimenfions, ¢ unkuown
“ 20 the woman herf2lf, and 1o all perfons pre-
“fent in the room:” then, 1 fay, he may
make ufe of praéices at fuch times, too grofs
to mention, #nknown al{o to the woman her-
{elf, or to any other perfon in the fame
room; and thofe, who know mankind and
~ human nature beft, will be beft able to make
up their minds upon fuch pra&ices. To
talk of the particular time or fituation of a
woman under labour-pains is mere.nonfenfe.
The intervals between thofe efforts of Na-
ture, are ordained by Gop, to be minutes of
exquifite tranquillity and delight, as every
perfon knows, who has juft been delivered
from the pains of the gout, the flone, or
colic; and what woman would dare, even
if fhe f{ufpeted any fuch finiffer iranfactions

| of
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of her accoucheur, during thole intervals, ei-
ther to charge .him with it, or to tell her
nufband fhe fufpe@ed it? NoT onE.—Con-
{cious of the impropriety of putting a man
and herfelf in fo fhameful a .ﬁtuati('?)n, the
would .not dare to charge the firfl, .or tell the
Jatter, The practitioners know thefe truths;

and that they-have a material evidence, not

an accufer, 1n their favour, fuch as thofe

Ipfwich ladies, who attended the trial of
my ravybing friend at St. Edmund’s-Bury,
-~ who, fouched into tendernefsifor his. perfonal

fafety, went by coach-fulls to-fwear, that
he had often Jaid them, without lying with
20em ! fhould not the oath have .bée_n, t0.10e
veft of their knowledge? For .certainly the
foeet-feene, Like the fcreen-feene in the Scheal
for Scandal, if -thrown afide, might eccafion

a little
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a little embaraflment to both parties. The
truth is, the tranfa&ions between Men-
midwives and married women are {uch,
even when condu&ed in the moft decent
manner poflible, that no woman  ever

did, or durft, relate them to her ‘huf-
band. The women repofe fecrets in theijr

Midwife’s hands, which they are mutually
iterefted never to reveal; and a Man-mid-
wife muit be fomething more or lefs than
man, if he does not often avail himfelf of
being made the kecper of bis patient’s con-
Jeience.  Let any man ‘place himfelf in fuch
a fituation with a fine woman, and, wnlsf;
be be a Pmﬁﬂ, or a Corgﬁﬁonél Prieft, 1 alk,
whether he would not be tempted to apply

the unguentum amoris to his patient or peni-
~tent ?

When
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When Philip the Second of Spain afked
the Jefuits, ¢¢ How they could bear to hear
*¢ the confefiion of {o many fine women, and
< refift their charms;” they told his Ma-
jefty, ¢ They carried with them to the
“ Coufeflionals a cerzwin plant, which al-
“ ways protetted them from the danger of -
“ wncleannefs.,” And when the King re-
quired the name of that extraordinary plant,
they 1nformed him, ¢ That it was called,
“ the fear of God.” But, asthat is rather a
fearce article in moft countries, I hope to
introduce a cheaper and more efficacious me-
dicine in Britain, namely, THE SPIRIT OF
MAN, GRAFTED UPON SENSE AND REASON,
AND REFINED BY WOMEN OF MODESTY

AND VIRTUE.

Juft
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Juft as I was finifhing the laft fheet of
this Pamphlet, a gentleman’s fervant left
- with my Publifher the following Letter,
addrefled to me.

_ ¢ Nov. 26.

“F Mr. T——— can make any ufe

‘ of the inclofed print, it 15 much at his
¢¢ {fervice, from one who withes fuccefs to

¢ his laudable endeavour to guard and pre-

‘ ferve female modefty and chaftity; and
‘ who thinks, if the inclofed letter was
‘ re-printed, it would be no unworthy addi-

¢ tion to Mr. T’s Pamphlet.
«S.R.”

H M.
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Mr. T returns S. R. his thanks,

and is happy to re-print a Letter fo truly
chara&eriftic of the folly and vices of the

ttmes.

The prnt 1s fomewhat fimilar to that
which 1s here annexed, bur finely engraved,
and well-coloured. It was publithed in the
year 1773, by S. Hooper, N° 25, Ludgate-
Hill, The Letter was printed in the Lon-

don Evening-Poft, perhaps about the fame
time, and is copied here verpatim:

-'csTO
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« TO THE PRINTER OF THE
“ LONDON EVENING-POST.

¢ s IR,

- ¢«1 AM lately married to a young lady,
as you and your brother News-writers have
very juftly faid, of beauty and fortune, and
who poffeffes every accomplifbment necefflary to
make the marriage-flate bappy; and, what I
thought no {mall accomplithment among the

reft, the was neverin London any more than
myf{elf, before I made her my wife. We
have been married but four months, and you
fee I date my letter from Grofvenor-ftreet.
However, if I can perfuade her to go back
into Worcefterfhire again, all may be well;

H 2 for
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for 1 believe there 1s no harm done yet,
though, I think, /be will have had an efcape,

and I fhall be relieved from many a f{iweat
for my fore-head. '

¢“ ] am not naturally jealous, nor did the
evér give me the leaft room for any jealoufy
till lately. I was going one morning up to
her dreffing-room, to alk her, ¢ If fhe
would walk 1in the Park:?”—I over-heard
her fay, ¢ It i1s impoffible, Mr. Baltazar,

to-day ; but to-morrow Mr. Qakly will be
out all the mornmng, and I will expeét you
at twelve precifely.,” ¢ Blefsme !’ thought
I, ¢¢ what, anaflignation with a man in her
drefling-room !” and immediately a good
fmart young fellow tripped by me down

ftairs. 1 took no mnotice of him; but 1
‘ haftened
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haftened to my wife. ¢ Who,” fays I, with
much confufion, ¢ was the perfon that left
you juft now ?”’ ¢¢ Nobody, my dear,” fays
fhe, ¢¢ but the hair-dreffer 3 and fhe faid it

with {o much unconcern, that it confirmed my

fufpicion; and I took her negligent air for a

proof of her being pra&ifed in this bufinefs
of intrigue. I then took her haftily by the
hand, and with much earneftnefs, ¢¢ Don’t
diftrefs me, Mrs. Oakly,” faid I, ¢ tell me
who that perfon was that you have made an
appointment with to-morrow at twelve ?”'—
‘“ Why, with Mr. Baltazar, the hair-drefler;
you know you are to be out to-morrow, and
I ordered him to come then, that he might
not prevent my going out with you to-day.”
¢ What!” faid I, ¢¢ would you have a man
to drefs your hair, Mrs. Oakly ? you, who

H 3 would
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would not let me {ee you put on your cap till
within this week !” ¢ Why, my dear,” fays
the, ¢ I defired Lady Mid-night to recom-

L "
-

mend me to her tireswoman ; and fhe {miled,
and told me, ¢ No woman could drefs "hair
fit to be feen. Baltazar, who did her bufi-
nefs, was employed by all the ladies of fathion,

and wasthe only man 1n hisway :* you know,

my dear, if one lives in London one would
do the fame as other people.” 1 dropped the
converfation, and we {allied forth towards the
Park; but, I own, I could not help rumi-
nating on her parting o readily with that re-
markable delicacy which 1 ‘had ever admired

her for, out of compliance with FASHION.

1 don’t believe the affair of Baltazar
‘kept me at home; but I own I found
no
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no inclination to keep my engagement
the next morning; and as my flaying
away would be no great difappointment
to my party, I determined not to {tir out.
About eleven o'clock a f{ervant comes
into the room, and atked for his miftrefs,
{aying, ¢ There was a perfon come to wait
upon her.”” Shé over-heard the fervant, and
ordered him to fend the young man up ftairs.
¢ Blefs me,” thinks I, ¢ this male hair-
drefler is in a great hurry to wait upon her,
when he comes an hour before he i1s or-
dered.” I felt a curiofity to talk with this
friffeur 5 and, to fay the truth, my curiofity
was, {trange ag it may feem, to fee him firft
through the key-hole. Accordingly I {oon
applied my eyes to the place of obfervation ;
and, to my f{urprize and mortification, faw

H 4 Mr.
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Mr. Baltazar, as I imagined, down upon his

knees before my wife, holding her right
foot, with the fhoe off, elevated at fome

diftance from the ground, and prefling it
feemingly with great earneftnefs between
both his hands, fo as to convince me that he

was going to thew the ardour of his paffion by
kifling her ladyfhip’s toe, if I was not to
make my appearance. This I immediately
did, to the great furprize of the happy pai’r;
tor Mrs. Oakly gave a violent fhout at my
entrance, and cried out, ¢ Blefs me! my
dear, Ithoughtyou had been out! was you

- not engagedr’ And my haplefs rival, at
the {fame time, dropped her foot, rofe up,
and made me a moft refpe&ful bow. ¢ Qh!
your fervant, Mr. Baltazar,” faid I; ¢

perceve your bufinefs is rather to adorn my

/ + head
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head than my wife’s.”—¢¢ Baltazar !” ‘fay's" |
Mrs. Oakly ;—¢¢ this, my dear, is Mr.
Upper-leather, the thoe-maker;—go on
with your meafure,” fays the, ¢ Mr. Upper-

leather, for I expeét Mr. Baltazar every mi-
nute; but, my dear Mr. QOakly, as I find

you are at home, I'll not have my hair

drefled to-day, if you thimk of our walk n
the Park.”—I was glad to find my f{urprize
was not perceived by her, and agreed that
we fhould walk to prevent my difcovering it,
if I was to enter into any difcourfe; and I

left the room on pretence of fetcaing my hat

and cane.

A few days after this I had another {weat., '
I had one morning juft placed my faithful

meflenger at the key-hole of Mrs. Oakly’s
- drefling-
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drefling-room ; for thefe he-creatures that ran
{o familiarly about my houfe had made fuch

v

an 1mpreflion upon me, that I never came
into her. prefence without this method of

enquiring firft, whether I was impertinent
or not. 1 found this morning another Bal-
tazar along with Madam, who could not
pretend to be either hair-drefler or fhoe-
maker. She was ftanding before him with-
out her gown, and with her neck quite
bare ; he appeared to me as if he was admir-

ing the charms which prefented themielves
to his view; though I muft confefs not as
a lover, but with the cool, curious eye of a
dealer in female flaves. As they {tood, I
confidered her as a fair Circaﬁian,_ palling an
examination for fale; and that he was {ur-
ﬁeyitlg the premifes, marking the air and

mien,
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mien, the {ymmetry and- proportion of lumbs,
to fee whether the would be worth s mo-
ney. 1 could not refrain from laugnhing at
this fight, which T could not comprehend
the meaning of, though I felt, at the {ame
time, a degree of anger and uneafincfs. I
was angry to {ee this Cimon, who {eemed
young, and in good cafe, though a French-
man, fo dull and infenfible to charms which
{et me all on fire at the fight, though the was
my wife ; and [ was zzea/y to find Mrs, Oakly
could expofe herlelf without a bluth, even to
{fuch a Cimon, whatever might be his bufinefs.
I opened the door, and ¢¢ what, drefling or
undrefling,” fays. I, ¢ my dear! and has
Lady Mid-night recommended this Monfieur
to you for a lady’s maid i But juftas 1 had

{aid this, 1 difcovered the meafure in his hand,
and,
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‘and, by the piece of f{ilk which I faw uport
the table, I found that honeft Mrs. Flounce,

the mantua-maker, was not o good at a

lady’s thape as onc of our fex.

I\Ty next alarm was fomewhat more affet
mg than this. A few mornings after, I faw
a fourth gentleman 1n great familiarity with
my dear tormentor. He pulled off her
gdwn ; fhe then fuffered him to pull off her

handkerchief, which he feemed to me to do

with great eagernefs. I thought I perceived

the dog’s eyes at what he faw flath with fire ;
he dire€tly went behind her, and with much
hafte began to unlace her ftays, which he
performed with fuch dexterltv, that I could

not doubt he was ufed too much to this bufi-

nefs. When I faw the {tays off, I was fatif=
| fied,
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fied, and could not wait to fee what was to
be done next. Inl go; and ¢« Pray,” fays|,
¢“ my dear, 1s this Lady Midnight’s man-
milliner? and 1s he gomng to try on your
new fhifts ¢ In the name of decency, what are
you both about? Upcn my honour I bluth
for you, my dear.” ¢ Blufh for me, Mr. Oak-
ly ! pray, is there any harm in having my
new ftays tried on " . ¢¢ No barm,” fays I,
¢« perhaps, but much #ndelicacy by any man
but your hufband.” ¢ Lord, Sir!” fays
Monfieur Tagg, with a fneering {mile, 1
lace and unlace ladies of the firft fafhion
every day of my life, and unmarried ladies
too.” ¢ Very likely fo,” fays 1, « Mr.
Tagg; and 1 believe you are often forced to
change their ftays for jumps; but go on

with your bufinefs; I afk your pardon,” {ays
1
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I, « niy dear, for in-terru-ptiilg ydu 77 and
I left the room.

But all that has hitherto paffed does not,
in any degree, equal what I am going to re-
late. Goats and monkies! I could almoft
{wear to part beds, when I think of what
my wife endured from. the fifth man that
made his appearance in her drefling-room.
In my currous peeping, as ufual, I faw a male
figure on the couch with Mrs. Oakly, whom
I could not confider as friffeur, fboe-maker,
mantua-maker, or fiay-maker. He had her not

by the foot ; he had not ftripped off her gown ;

nor was the without her ftays; he was more
modelt than the former male-attendantson her,
and yet lefs modeft. Tfaw him—TI faw him—
in fhort, I was convinced my rival was in
the room with her; and I could not reft a

moment
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moment till I took the villain by the throat.
Upon endeavouring to open the door, I found
1t was locked. This, and the d/u/h which 1
had feen on her cheek for the firft time, the
low voice 1n which they both talked, added
to the couch fcene, determined ms to break
open the door. My foot, applied to the pan-
nel, {oon gave me admiffion into the room.
You will, perhaps, be at a lofs to figure to
yourfelf the appearance of zll three at my‘
entrance. Mrs. Oakly f{creamed out, and
fell back, quite pale, upon the couch; my
rival ftarted up, and looked as red a sa turkey-
cock ; and I, by turns, appeared as white as
the one, and as red as the other. I rung the
bell for a maid to look to her miftrefs, who
lay 1n a fwoon on the couch, and I carried
the gentleman down ftairs, to fatisfy me

about
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about what had, or what had like to have
pafied. I {oon found that the gentleman
I had treated {o roughly had a&ted in his
profeflion as a Midwife, having been fent for
by Mrs. Oakly, on a fufpicion of her being
with child. I was forry that I had expofed
mylelf; butlown I was very happy that I
was not in the right, and that my wife was

not 1n the wrong.,

“ I have fent you this fimple narrative
about 2 {imple country couple, in hopes of
inducing {fome of your abler correfpondents
to give the public their fentiments on this
too prevailing pralice of employing men in
thofe occupations that, modeftly {peaking,
belong to women. I will not fay, that what
has pafled has made me conclude harfhly

' about
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about-my wife’s virtue s but I muft confefs
fhe drefles loofer than fhe ufed, the {uffers

greater familiarities from impertinent young

coxcombs; and I don’t leok upon thofe
charms which I ufed to dwell with rapture
UPon as entirely my own, fince 1 have en-
Joyed them in common with hair-dreflers;
fhoe-makers, mantua-makers, ftay- makers,' ‘
and MEN-MIDWIVES, I will go fo far as to
own, that I do not fuffer fo much in the
thought of my wife’s having mifcarried ﬁnqc *'
the laft-mentioned furprize, as I thould have
done had fhe never feen London. '
¢4 | am, yoﬁrs, &¢.

« JOHN OAKLY.”

If, when a certain Ambaffador from Spain

came to this kingdom, and exprefled: his fur-
I prize
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prize to fee both frxes admitted to fit in the
 fame pew, even in the Houfe of Gob ; how
great muft have been his aftonifhment, when
he was told, that in London, more than a
‘thoufand men of all ages are dajly admitted
to #éte @ téte vifits with the fineft and, t]l of
late years, the moft virtuous and modeft
women 13 the world! and permitted too, by
the hufbands of thofe ladies, to lock them-
felyes in thejr wives bed-chambers, in order
to examine their breafts, and fouch their per-
fons! and for po other reafon but to enable
them to tell their {imple hufbands, that fome= _
pow or other, gither by hook 61' by crook,
they are breeding ! and that, fix months
afterwards, the very {ame man, or his partner,
1s to deliver them by book and by crock of
- the very child they Zadfauad on -the former

examie
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examination ! Can - Englithmen. read. and
confider this bufinefs with mdifference ? Can
Englith women encourage it without level-
lipg all the fex to an a& worfe than com-
mon proftitution ? To prevent 1t; therefore,
as much-as lies in my power, they fhall hear
the PLAIN TRUTH; nor fhall they dare to
talk of 1ndecent or grofs language, wheun it
~is nfed to reclaim women from praClices of
l_:he - groﬂeﬁ- and moﬁ {ha,meful allions. .. |

therefore repeat it agamn, and again, that their
perfons are, by the ufe of iron inftruments, .
as conftantly ufed as carefully concealed,
rendered not only difguftful, but obtlog(ieus,
¢¢ D—n you,” faid Ned Y—g, of Salifbury,
to a beautiful widow whom he married in
his old age, ¢ your face 1s like an angel,
#¢ but your perfon is like a «——;” and abfo-
7 ' lutely
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l"utely_ refufed to live with: her. Pérhapé too,

1 may not exceed the bounds of probability,
if 1 impute the alarming progrefs a cer-
tain crime, too deteftable to be named, has
made 1u this kingdom fince Man-midwifery
has become fo general. But tell me, Ladies;
I will bring the matter home to your ewn’
fair bofoms ; tell me, how you would like to
have an elegant young Tire-women attend
daily to drefs your hufbands’ hair? And yet
you are fo fimple as to expe@ their love and
hdelity, after you have expofed your heads,
and tails too, to falhion, folly, and fthame:
and wounded the feclings of the man who
loved you, fo as never to be perfeétly reco-
~vered. Iam however willing to believe, that
many modeft and virtucus women have been
Ied into thefe errors by the more experienced

dames ;



[ v5 ]
dames 3 but 1 will pronounce the woman, who
reads thefe fheets, to be unworthy of her
hufband's love, if afterwards, fhe admits any
other affiftance in labour but thofe of her own
{fex, unlefs the Female-midwife abfolutely
declares her own inability. It has been {ard
by many women, and probably will be faid
againy ¢ That Mr. T—— ‘

¢¢ againft the women;” but let me aflure

“writ a book

them, the real tendency of this Book is to
thew a proper regard to their HONOUR, their
PERSONS, their LIVES, their HEALTH, and

their DOMESTIC HAPPINESS.

THE END,

AND THE END T0O OF MAN-MIDWIFERY.



o The Writer knows that = reverend
Editor has been bribed to abufe him. He
began his carcer twenty years ago, 1n abufing

the Writer, and he is welcome to finith it in
the infamous line he has long lived by

ERRATU M

Fage 28. for Jew ladies read Gypley ladies

Thicknefle’s Memoirs, in 2 vols. 103. 6 4.

Mrs. Thicknefle's Sketclies of the Lives and

- Wnuings of the Ladies of France, in
3 vols. 105s. 6.d.

The Valetudinarian®s Bath Guwe, 2s. 6d.

Sketches of the Life and Paintings of Gainf-
borougl

Farther Account of Abbé Mona’ s Medicine.

The Art of Decyphering, and Writing in
Cypher, by Mr. Thicknefle :

Are to be had as above.
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