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On a. successful Mode of Treating Puerperel Fever; by
.- Dr. 8, Baats, of Danstone, nat:f.l_iiugahfkiga, Devon,

AVING followed a mede of practice in the Paerperal

& Fever, for more than forty years past, with the great«

est possible success, and conceiving it to be a plan not uni-
versaily known, I think that it wil?be found worthy of =
place in your most useful and extensive publication ; and I
trust that every practitioner will find it equally successful, if
the modus operandi is strictly attended to.
- As Tsm writing to gentlemen of the profession, I need
not say any thing of the nature of the disorder or its symp-
toms, but shall immedistely proceed to the method, in as
elear amd concise a manner as possible,

When called to a patient labouring under puerperal fever,
¢r'in childbed, with the sbdomen tense and sore, I imme-
dinte] into the uterus (mea manu) an injection com-

of eight ounces of equal parts of warm milk and water,
with half an cunce of moist sugar dissolved in it ; and soon
after let a pint of warm milk and water, with an oance of
sugar and an ounce of butter or oil, be injected into tha
rectum; hoth of which should be repeated four or five times
in twenty-four hours, unless the complaints entirely subside,
The abdomen is also fomented with warm water, and then
the following liniment rubbed in all over the abdomen and
labis p 1, three or four times in twenty-four hours,
k. Digitalis pulv. 3) -
Tinct. Digital, iy
Ol. Oliv, Opt. s,
Adipis Suille: gvi. fiat Linimentum.
To inject the uterus, you should be provided with a tube
the same size and perforated in the same manner as a
common catheter, but not less than seven or eight inches in
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length, - 1 bave twice found -the wuterus situsted so high a4
to require a longer tube, for which purpose T have used a
fande catheter stratened.  The tibe being intreduced n the
uterus, and your injectien put into a bladder with a small
ﬂilpe fixed to it, properly adjusied to the tube, you join

em together, and gently press it into the uterus, having a
sponge at the o8 exterpum to recsive i as it reless, ia
to avoid werting the bed.
" With regard to medicines, Thave alwaysTound it necessary
to give calomel and pulvis antimoniaks in small doses, fre-
quently repeated, and the saline drasglhts, with the addition
of the tinct. digitalis, which contributes greatly to its effect
in abating fever; and when the patient is in much pain, or
distressed for want of sleep, I give the tincture or extract of
hyocysmus, which I find in general preferable to opium.
. I was ted to this practice by a case mentiomed in Laz
Riverius, p. 466, chap, 24, de Morbis Acutis Peerperarum,
®racifurt, aon. 16%.

¢ Contingit etiam in nonnullis orificium uteri statim &
Jartu adeo constringi, ut detentus intra uterum sauguis subito
grumescens, et putrefactus sevissima inducat symptomata,
cemque nulla arte exitus ei parari possit, prasentaneam
-mortem inferat. Refert tamen Harveeus loco citato histos
riam mulieris a se curatz cum tali affectn laboraret.  Pudendi
dabra-tumida erant, et fervida; orificiom oteri durum, et
clausum, ipse vero instrumento ferreo immisso per vim ali-
gantnlum aperuit ut injectionem per siphwnculum admit-
teret ; indeque grumescens, ater feetidusque sanguis ad librag
al.li]uot effluxit, com presenti nfm levamine.”
" It was some years after [ bad un to inject the
uterus and rectum that Mauriceau’s Midwifery, printed
Paris 1715, fell into wy bands, and there I see that he ad-
'vises the same method, ‘There are cases mentioped in the
-2d vol. which fully confirm its utilix;. and, if it doth not
trespass too much on your pages, should thank you for in-
serting the following extract: J

*“On luy donnera ausi des clysteres qui puissent attirer
leshumeurs en bas ; et on lui etuvera les parties basses d’une
decoction émolliente et aﬁuiﬂm faite avec les mauves,
parictaire, camomille, melilot, racines d'asperges, et la graine
de lin; de laquele decoction on pourra nus:igfaim injection
dans la matrice.” Vol. i. p. 418.

June Bj 1816,

 We fesl thij"- obliged to so experienced and respectahbis a
practitioncr for the abore article; and shall be further thankful
Tor any peinted historics ‘which his case.book may furpish.—Ep1T.
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served lo kittans: wt fist the irides are of a bluisk colmer, fee
pupit circolar, and the ceotral anmulus scarcely porceivable ; g
dually tha popil becemes elliptical, the peripbwsal aonoies sleost
entirely disappears, and a light-coloursd central snnuoles, of aa
sppearance resembling satio, decupies ibs place.—Having mpationed
the cllipticity of the papil ia cats, I emnot forbear wentiening
also the groat utility of this thape of the pupll in these animals,
As Itis very necessary for them to see objecls o small degrees of
ight, their pupils hare the greatest possible ranga of conml{ug;

d this is effected, not by an additional irritability of the Yris, Bat
by the direction of its fibres ooly, which fibres are thereby allowed
to act more cffectually in diminishing the aperture of the Iris,
Inasmuch ax the circomference of an oval bears a greafer propor-
tion to its urea than the circumference of a circle does to thespace
Bt clrcumscribes. b

For the London Medical and Physical Jowrnal.

Cases of Relief, * froni Ingections info the Eterus; by Dr. Sratw,

_AS you expressed a wish for some cases in which the io-
Jjection of the uterus, &c. had proved serviceable, the
three cases following, 1 trust, show sufficieatly the good
effect which it had, Haviog met with a case in the obstetric
Jine since my last, which, [ think, does not frequeatly oc-
cur, it is &t your sedvice, if you censider it worth notice,
Case L.—March 23d, 1816.,—Was called to Mrs. A—,
of P—, at her full time for her first child, She was taken
with great rigor; had been very sick, with frequent lax and
feetid stools ; had cough and almost constant pain in the abs
domen, Examined per paginam, and fouad the os internum
open about the breadth of a shilling, but rigid: gave ber
El. xxv tinct. opii in a draught, after which she fell into a
.gentle slumber, and the diarrhoea ceased,  In about six hours
ufter, natural lubour-paine came on; and she was brought te
bed, in four hours after, of a stout strong child.
g4th.—Every thing well, except a troublesome ¢ough, for
which she took the following mixture:
E. Tinct, Opii gr. xij.
. Hyocyam. 3.

Kali ppt. gr. xij,

Ol, Amygdal 3iij.

Aq. Fvij.

Syr. 315, M. capt. Coch, doo ter ia die.
. 26th.—Cough better ; the milk secreted in & proper quan-
tity, but the breasts tender; the bowels confined, witly seme
degrec of thirst ; lochia moderate; pulso 80 in a minute.
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Rl S‘Eﬂ.’lmuh H_'fdl g_h 'i.'?-

Pulw, Jal. gr. xij.

Conf. Sene zij. . Bol. No. quatuor capt. onum 8va
1}1; ua hara si opus foerit.
*mlell h,— proper lax stools, and every thing going on -
30th.—Called to her late at night: found her with great
Boreness in the abdomen ; frequent very lax offensive stools;
very great thirst, with pain in the head. My house being
&t a distance, I could not get my apparatus for injecting the
urerus that night, but ordered a clyster of milk, water,
sugar, and butter, to be thrown up immediately; and to take
2 bolus with one g';iin of calumerin it, and 2 saline draught,
1hmh ten drops of Tk, Digitalis, to be repeated every four
ours.

31st.—Early in the morning, found the abdomen consi-
derably more swollen, and exceedingly tender, the pain in
her head much increased, and frequent watery fetid stools,
Pulse 130. Had every thing ready to inject the uterus, and
introduced the tube, when immediately such a gush of fostid
air was ejected as to fill the yoom with the scent, soon after
it was injected ; and she expressed great satisfaction for the
ease it had given her. The milk enema was also thvown ap,
the abdomen fomented, and the digitalis liniment applied,
In the evening, the pain, swelling, and tenderness, were ver
mach abated ; but the fever continued. Pulse 120; a dry
heat; a flushed countenance ; the breasts and nipples be-
came very tender, and but little milk could be got, cither
by the child or nurse; great pain in the head, and not per-
fectly collected.

R. Submur. Hyd. gr. iv,
Pulv. Antimon. gr. viij.
Conf. Ros. Canin. g.s. f. Bol. No. quatuor capt.
unum 4ta quaq, hora cum Haust. seq.

' R. Kali ppt
Acid, Citric 33 gr. xv.
T, Digit, gr. x.
Byr. 5Fs.
Aq. 3%, £, Haustus,

April 1st, 0 A. M.—Had slept a little, and the ‘head much
‘more composed. P, 160 ; had several stools, which were
less offensive ; the lochia maderate; the swelling of the ab-
‘domen nearly gone, but still very tender ; the breasts tumid,
‘and the nipples very sore, and very little milk; had mictu-
‘rated freely, and a perspiration all over the body. Injected
the uterus, ‘and or ert::i the clyster, fomentation, and lini-



74 Dr, Shash's Cases i Midifery,

ment to be repeated once in eight hours, The belus and
draught to be taken every four hours.
. 2d.—Still gradually growing better, except the breasts
and ﬂmiﬂ' Bowels in § mioderate state ; lochia regular,.
and of a"good colour; pulse 100; 2 gentle perspiration ail
over the body. The boluses'und draughts to be taken once
in six hours; the injection, &, morning and evening.
3d.—5till gradually growing better. Pulse 90. To pro.
ceed as directed yesterday.

4th.—Still in a meoding state, Pulse 90. Boluses and
draughts to be taken once in eight hours ; the injection, &c.
once in the day.

5th.—5till mendivg, The bowels being confined, gave
the following, and omitted the boluses and draughts:

R. Pulv. Rhei. Magnes. 33 gr. xiij.
O, Feenical. gr. ij.
Sacch, %,
Aq. gx. . Laxativ,

Gth.—Reported to be better.

7th,—Free from fever; the bowels confined—a laxative
ut supra com additione Pulv. Jalapii gr. vj, with which she
had two motions, after which she recovered us fast as could
be expected ; but, the milk being in so small t;}:l:nﬁt , and
‘the nipples so sore, & nurse was ne for the child,

I shall here take netice, that during the whaole course of
.the disorder I always give my patient freely of a mucilage
wf the wild clary seed (i.e.) Salvia Verbeneca, which is not
only grateful to the palate, but also tends to abate the in-
flammation, by its soft bland quality. It is made in the
following manner: :

R. Sem. Salvie Verbenece 17ij.
Aq. ferventis ¥iv. macera per horas.duas, tenc adde
Svr, R o0s %1} & bene misce, .
Capt. Coch. j. subinde, 5

Case Il.—Mrs, L—, of I— Honse, was brought to bed of
a daughter, Nov. 6, 1815, ber second child,—an easy natu.
ral labour, Every thing remained well until the 10th, when
she was taken with 2 ngm',.g:nl pain in the head, and
nausea, constant retching, ugh she brought up but
very little; bowels lax, and stools smell very offensive;; En:hi;
in a moderate quantity, but smells very feetid; the abdemen
much swollen, and very tender at the lower part, Isaw her
sbout ten A, M. about six hours after the rigor came on;
ker pulse then 130, 2 great colour in her face, a dry heat
over her body, her milk in a proper quantity, and mictarated
freely. Injected the uterus with milk, water, and sugsr.
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"The oe internum was low, much dilated, but a great heat in’
the vagina. An enema was likewise thrown up, the abdo-
men fomented, and ancinted with the digitalis liniment.
remained with her about an hour, when Ee expressed her.
salf much relieved in the abdomen ; but the pain in her head
was arﬁ::!wly as distressing ‘as before. Ordered her to take
the following:

K. Submur. Hyd. gr. vj.
Paolv. Aotimon, gr. viij.
Couf., Rosee Gal. q.1. fj Boli No. quatuor capt, upum
Gta quaq. hord cum quart. part, Misturarum se.
uentium statu effervescentim,
R. Acid. Citric 3ifs,

S Rbead gn. Mi brif
Syr. . 3ij. sign, Mistura Febrifu
k. Pztas. Suh, ﬂ‘ar{wnﬂ ifs, L
Th. Diaital. Br. Mxx¥,
Aq. %11). sign. Mistura Salina, :

' Same 33 , 5ix in the evening.—Nausea lessened ; pain in
the bead not relieved ; p. 120 ; soreness in the sbdomen still
very consderable. Injected the uterus again ; enems, fo-
mentation, and liniment to be continued. - :

11th, 9 A. M.—Had slept three or four hours in the nights
the head much relieved ; & gentle perspiration all over the
body ; stools frequent, but not so offensive ; the abdomen
mot 30 much swollen, nor s0 sore; p. 100. Injected the
Uterus again; the os internum not so hot, and, being situated
so low and open, gave directions to the midwife, who was
mnt, how to pass the injection into the uterus, and ore
it to be repeated once in eight hours, eneme, &e,
ér oftener, In case the pain or soreness in the abdomen
should increase. ‘The boluses and mixtures to be continued
as hefore. : ; : '
*. 12th, nine A, M,—Better in every respect ; pulse 90; had
slept three or four bours; the abdomen not so tender ; stoola
frequent and feetid. The uterus injected but once thas day,
but the enema, &e. repeated ouce in eight houra. - .
15th.—Reported to be better.
14th,—~Found her free from all complaints, except the
in in ber head, but that was not constant; bowels free;
stools not offensive. - .
17th.—Was sent for again, The soreness and swelling in
the abdomen returned ; lochia stopped; bowels confined ;
pulse 120, and very weak ; the-pain in the head distressing,
and talking mrdy flighty. - Immediately injected the uterus,
-and what was discharged was so fetid 28 to annoy all in the
reom. The enema, fomentation, &c. also used; byt, nos
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heing much reliaved, the mterus was injected again in three
hours after, which gave great relief; ordered it to be res
peated every six hours, - The following was also given:
K, Submur. Hyd, Pulv. Antim. Camphar. 3a gr. iv.
Conf. Rosm q.s f..Boli No. quatuor sexta quaq,
.., -hor sumend. cu Haust. seq.
®, Potas, subcarbon. Acid. Citric i3 gr. xv.
Aq. 3x, Loy, + 0
ther, Wit, Spirit gr. xx.
. Byr. 3G, £ Hagstus. : ;
. 18th—Batter in every respect; pulse 100; hawels free;
lochia returned. :
19th.—Reported to be better. Injection, &e. to be eon-
tinued. : .
g0th,—Found ber-tolezable. Head free from pain; pulse
00; bowels free; lochia returped, little colour, and not of--
fensive; bolus and draught to be taken but ocoge in eight
bours.
. ‘2 Ist.—Reported to be comfortable ; and that she beganta
qall for food. — -
_ g5th—Foupd her free from fever, but very weak, Pulse
=0 ; skin moist; bowels regular.. She then hegan to take
the Decoct. Cinchop. and soon recovered,
" It is to be remarked, the milk was secreted ip a proper
gpantity during the whole, course of the fever.
Y ]11.1—-'&’3: called to ses Mrs, P—-\, June 15th, 1815
% was represented to me that she bad an easy and pa-
twral laboyr on the 15%h, and every thing went on well ull
the 175k, at night, when she began to complain of consi-
dersble pain in the abdowen, pain in her head, was ver
thiraty, and had 3 very troublesome night. ffnun
the abdomen wuch swallen, and very tengder ; the body cos,
tive; Jochia in small quantity; skindry and hot; had mictu-
weaeid. freely ; pudse 110, - Lnjected the yterus immediately;
goon-sfter ao epema was thrown up, the abdomen fomented
gudl ancinted, and gave her the following ;
R. Submur. Hyd. gr. iv.
Pulv. Antimon. gr. viij.-
. Conf. Senz 3ij. f. Bol. No. quatuor capt, unum sexta
: quaq. hor4 supesbibend haust. infusionis Melissx.
Saw ber again in the evening: the pain and soreness in
e abdomen considerably abuted; had three lax stools; tho
head much betrer. Injected the uterus again, and ordered
every thing to be continued as in the morning.
" 1gth.—Better in every respect: stools frequent; lochia
moderate, zod not offensive; p. 100, Jajected the utgrus;
enema, &0. to be continued, 2 i

F]
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20th.—Had a good night, and appeared to he perfectly
relieved.
22d,—Every thing going on well,

" Tt is to be chserved, that I always pass the injection into
the uterus the first time myself; and, if the os interaum is
low and open, and a midwife is present, or a nurse of suf-
ficient adroitness, I give them instructions how to manage it,
but with this particular injunction, never to press it on if it
meets with any obstruction ; but, when the tube enters the
uterus, it gencrally passes on two or three inches without
meeting the least resistance, and then the bladder, with tha
injection in it, is to be joined to the tube, and pressed up.

Case IV,—June 18th, 1816, was called to Mrs, T—, of
8—, about seven months advanced in pregnancy. She was
very large, had made but a very small quantity of water for
the last month, but a constant desire to micturate, Introduced
the cathicter, and not more than & speonful of urine was in
the bladder. Threw up an enema, which, in about an hous
after, was brought off, and & great quantity of fpces with it.
Bhe was exceedingly uneasy ; a great tightness over the ab.
domen, with a very great oppression in breathing. Exa-
mined Eer vagina, but could not discover the os uteri, and,
as she bad no sleep the night before, gave her gr, xx T,
Opii in g draught, and ]atjt? her.

19th, ten A. M.—Had brought up the dranght which was
given last evening soon after it was taken, passed a very un.
easy night, and, not baving had a stool since the operatian;
of the ¢ yster, gave her the following :

E. Infus. Seoz zx.
Mannpze Kali Tartaris. 33 3ij.
Th. Aromat. gr. xx, f. Laxativ.
This operated in about four hours after it was taken; but it
did not alleviate her distress from the load and difficulty of
breathing.

20th, ten A, M.—Every thing gi_lmwing worse, She conld.
not be in any position but on her kiees, with the belly
resting on the bed. Examined again, and could not disca-
ver the os uteri with certainty,

2ist, ten A, M.—Every complaint worse. The abdomen

ome of an ecoormous size, and the most variegated
golour; very shining, and of an wdematous feel. uld
not find the os uteri when she was in bed, but, the
rectum being full of feces, threw up a clyster, which soon
came away, and the fzces with it. Her pulse was so quick
and weak as not to be numbered. I was apprebensive that
she would soon expire, or, at the least, that the uteros would
soon ruptyye; therefore, s sopn as she was moved off from,
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the night-stool, wlen in an erect position, I again endes-
voured to find the os uteri, but could net, ontil 1 introduced
my hand into the vagina, when I found it very high vpy
backward, and inclining to the left side. Having beforea
prised her of my intention to draw off the water, if I could
with safety, I pressed a tube into the os uteri, and th
the membranes, when the water began immediately to come
through it, and not a drop by the side, which enabled me,,
in a very gradual manner, to draw off thirty beer pints of a
fluid smelling more like urine than liguor amnii. Sbe was
very faint, notwithstanding that 1 stopped the tube very
often, and had a wide bandage round the abdomen, to ba,
drawn tight as the water was evacuated. She remained ina
swooning state, with great pain in her head, for three hours,
when, after taking a cup or two of coffee, she requested tobe
assisted to get up to make water, and made at least four
ounces, saying that she was relieved beyond conception.
Her pulse was then become much more firm and slow;
and, in about two hours after, she was delivered of a small
weak child, which lived about half an hour. .
On barely reading the above cage, perhaps you may be
surprised at the manner of my proceeding, but | was led to
suppose the causa from which all these E;ateruiturll appear-
ances proceeded by having attended ber in a very similar
cuse before.
On the-1yth of July, 1815, she being then unknown to me,
I was unexpm:tedll_y sent for to her, after that she had been
in lubour twenty-four hours, I inquired of the midwife what
she supposed the case to be, who said that she could not’
say, only that she had never met with the like before, as
when she lay on the bed, nothing was to be felt like a child;
and that she was larger than any woman she ever was with,
although thin, and of a small stature, On examining, found
the os internum fully dilated, the membranes loose in the
vagina; and, when the pain came on, which was violent,
the membranes were fully distended, strong, and reaching
to the os externum. I concluded that she was with twins,
and a wrong presentation; but she was strong, and in good
spirits, particularly when [ told her that ] hoped soon to be
able to relieve her ; and, as soon ps I conveniently could, T
ruptured (or rather eut) the membranes, Such a gush of
water immediately rushed out, as to cover the whole floor,
and 1 could net feel any child: however, in about ten mi-
nutes, a pain came on, which brought down a small child,
(the nates presenting); and the next pain brought it into the
world. It never seemed to breathe; therefore did not cut”
the funis till the placenta came away, which wasin less than
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a quarter of an hour after. The placenta was larger than

tspal, and the membranes stronger than any 1 ever met
with before.,

Dunsione, near Kingshridge,
August 18, 1816.





