STATISTICS OF THE
UNIVERSITY LYING.IN HOSPITAL, MONTREAL.

By M. lleCUm, M.D.M.R.C.8.L,, attending Physician, and
Leoctarer on Midwifery, McGill College.

This institution was first opened to the public in
November, 1843, under the direction of the Medical
Faculty of the college, and is now entirely supported by
the zeslous efforts of benevolent ladies.

Three hundred and fifty-four patients have been
already delivered,

Of the aymber there wepe—

Vertex presentations, . - -
Funis and Head, ~ - . -
Faca, - - - - - -« =« =«
Face, - - toward the Pubis,
Breech, - - - . - -''¢
Feet, - - - - « - - -
If we exclude from the calculation the breech asd

feet cases only, the result will be ninety-eight presenta-
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|tions of the head in every hundred labours.

Ergot has been administered only to two patients, and
venesection had recourse to, once before and once after
delivery. Two of the mothers had convulsions after
delivery ; and twelve cases of puerperal t.'ever occurred.

The labour terminated within six hours in ome bus-
dred of the cases, within twelve in two hundred and
forty, and within twenty-four howrs in three hundred
and thirty-six. Four were forty-eight bours, and one. on.ly
of longer duration.

In the three hundred and fifty four cases, the aversge
duration of labour was eleven and a hall hours.

A patient, who daily expected to be confined, en-
tered the room where another was suffering in labour,
and, without any premonitory symptoms, the liquor amnii
suddenly escaped, and, with only ‘two pains, the child
was born before she could be removed to'a bed.

Two of the mothers died, one from uterine inflimma-
tion, after a very sévere labour, and another in a coma-
tose siate, twelve hours after an emsy delivery, in
consequence of falls en the head previous ‘to her
admission. ' The dealha bemg tbua one ina hundmd and
seventy-seven.

The eldest patient was forty-five years of age, and
the youngest fourteen years and seven days. * Although
the face of the child was towards the pubis, she had'an’
eagy labour of seven hours duranon, and her infant
weighed six pounds. " There’ were thtee cases of tiwins.

Oné of them has already been reported in thls jour-

| val by Dr. Sewell, who found the patient ‘with symptoms

of labour in her masters house, and, very much against
her inclination, sent her to the hespiial ; where ehe con-
tinued to deny that she was pregnant, until she was de-
livered, and then the presence of a double placema with
two cords, disclosed the secret of ber having a short
time previously given birth to another infant. Her
former residence was immediately searched by the
police, ‘and the other twin found concealed in her
trunk.

The oply instrument used to assist delivery was the
foreeps, once in the three hundred and ﬁﬁy-!‘our cases,

One hundred and aavvqnty-elgllxt of the.children were
males, and one hyndred and seventy-six fomalens
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Eighty-three of. the children were weighed, and the
average.was seven pounds and a half’; unly four of that
number weighed twelve pounds each.

Malformstion was observed in only two of them,
one had spina bifida, and the: other was snencepha-
lons end survived nearly sn hour ; it was at the full tem,
and otherwise. well formed. . :

The longest umbilical cord was thirty, and the shorheat
8ix, innhes, j

Osly five children were siill-barn, being in the prd-
portion of one in seventy-five births.

Moatreal, January 25, 1847.






