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Ary, 1. — Statistics in Midwifery. By Jwo. Geo. Metoawr, AL L.,
M. M. 2., member of the American Statistical Association of Mendon,
Massachuseiis,

Avtrovon the word sfafisfies, applied to medical mubjects in n sirice
ense, only “ relates 1o the dewil of facts connecied with the salubirity,
nertality, &c., of different countries and situstions,” yet, in spite of the
exicographers, it has come to have & much more extensive conventinnn!
ignification. In the stody of disense it i3 understood to eomprehend 1l
ollection, arrangement and comparison of the sympioms, methods of trenr-
aeot, termination, localiiies, &ec.; while in midwifery, it deals with the
lasnification of the phenomenn and results of pariurition,

Notwithstanding the ery, long and loud, agninst the numerieal methad
[ ohservation, by the colemporaries of its author, there ¢an be linle Joule
Wt it bas materially aided in the establizhment of a grealer certainty in
iagnosia, nnd of more expeditions and surer means of care.  The foome of
ie ehief of La Pilié, we imagine, will long sutlive the atneks of his oppo-
!nt=, upon hiz recommendation to study disease by clinical observaiion:
W far down along the history of the great medical commonwealth of the
orld, Louis will stand out upon its pages “*clarom et venerabile nemen.”
Books heve been toritfen wpon the subject of midwifery from the
riods of a remote antiguity ; but before the invention of the artof priting.
: shall, st once, perceive that whotever had been learned by the pracue
ners of our an, could never have been very widely diffused, and, conse-
ently, that its progress must have been comparatively alow.  Could the
xords of the Egyptian midwives, the essays of Cleopatra and Azpasiu,

-1



296 Meteall's Statistics in Midwifery. [OeL

have been multiplied with the rapidity of medern art, who would doubt
that the torculum volvens of Rhazes, or the rude forceps of Avicenna, had
been arrived at some centuries earlier in the history of obatetrica? Could
the author of the » Liber Divisionum’ have set up & prioting pres=in the cily
of Bagdad, who would stake his reputation as a prophet, that sgome Ambrosa
Paré had oot conferred renown upon the metropelis of his country some
cy¢les in advance of the Porizian reformer? Could Faust, or Caxion, or
W}mh yn de Worde have flourished in the reign of the Caliphs, whe wold
believe that the impellens and the almisdach of Albucasis had preceded,
by almost the space of & thousend years, the finished insirument= of &
Smellie and a Baudelocque! Instead of waiting until the days of Edward
the Second, Jobn & Gaddesden had been gazetied as court physician in
the times of the Saxen heplarchy, or commissioned as Surgeon-general in
the army of the Norman Coogueror.  Instead of procrastinating the publi-
cation of the firal printed book, upen he subject of midwilery, until the
middle of the sixteenth eentury, “ The Byrth of Mankynde, or the Woman's
Booke," would have had ils title-page antedated at least five bundred
yenrs, and its imprimatur issued (rom Ispahan iostead of Lendon.

With the printing press, the steam engine, and the magoetic telegraph
for his antagonisia, who will dare fix limits 1o tha march of improvement
in this nineteenth eentury? ‘Thanks to a Faost, a Wett and a Morse,
nothing can arrest the onward progress of the arts of civilization and refine-
ment. By the aid of their inventions, ]mnwledg:, no hnger hid beneath
the arbitrary technicalities of monkish Latin, or the impenetrable mysteries
of Chaldean hieroglyphics, is sown bread-cast, almest without money and
without price, through the whole circumlerence of the habitable globe. In
these lavier times, as if by the wand of the magician, labour is chauged o
Pa.w'mr', apacy is anathilated, and Ihaught iz endowed with the attribute of
omnipresence.  In sizty days, discoveries, made upon the banks of the
Delaware, may be exertiog their beneficial influences, for the cure of the
Hindoo, apon the banks of the Ganges. Every sail that whitens the ocean
by day, and every steamship which kindles her beacon-fires by nighl. upon
ita bread expanse, are freighted with the interchange of free thought and
opinion and experience, Paris and Loondon bave become our next deor
neighbours; and we [eel a5 if the minds which are giviog direction o the
talent and industey of these brilliant foci of medical improvement were aur
familiar friends.

Having our lot cost in such pleasant places,and living amid sech a flood
of professional light, let ua take heed 1hat we do not treasure up for our-
selves the scorn of pasterity ; by the exercise on the one band, of that fatuous
conservatism, which adopts no improvement becauss it is new; and, on
the ether, of that reckless spirit of Lhe radical, which demands that we raze
evarylhing to the foundation befors it deigns impart 1o us the knowledge
of the supersiruciure it will rear in its stead.
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 Nulliue addictus jurare in verba magistri,"” shoold be the motto of every
seeker altor medical truth. Nothiog should be adoptled or condemned upon
the dicta of authorily; mothing received or rejected but after patient,
thorough and impartial investigation. Follow truth wherever she may
lead; despisiog, on the ons hand, that slavish sobmission to theory and
hypothesis, which contents itsell without fariber attempt al progress: and,
on Lhe other, that eriminal surrender 1o a shameless empiricism, which
regurds its wastelul sscrifice of buman life only as & matter collaterl, and
rabeidinry in its senseless search afler panacens and specifica.

Baut the limitless capabilitiea of the press, the engine and the wlegraph
ere oot alone sufficient Lo achieve the morml, physical, or intelleciual re-
generation of the world, Nowwithstanding the immessurble energies they
cperate with, theirs would be the labours of Bysiphus, as unavailiog as
they might be eodless. To render them effective, mind, powerful, ener-
gelie and constant, must be brought inte aclive co-operation. Advances
from the old resting places must be mede; something new and beler and
more pracliced than the beir-looms of antiquity must be accomplished, or
the Frfnling press might as well have never ﬂ.lperﬂdtd the parchmem of
the scribe, the steamship the primilive emft of the Argonauts, or the mag-
metic telegraph the mail in the days of Franklin,

To fuliil his duty, then, the good physician can be no idler. His is no
vinecare posilion in sociely. No stewardship of the Chiltern Hunodreds
sllows him 1o retire from the field of his labours with his laurels untar-
nished. Eszemption from toil, inglorious ease, are terma which fnd no
place in the vocabulary of ki language. The close of pupilage sets up
o tarmious 1o study. It is but the pleasant preparaticn wa life of wil.
To have won the diploma, with ils blus ribbon and seal, is but the incipient
stage in a long and rugged journey. There is something to do afterwards ;
something which, while it malkes large drafis upon his physical powers,
will, at times, task to the verge of utmost tension his every intellectual
resource. Bome things, too, beaides books are to be attended to, The eye,
the ear, and the sense of feeling, must be professionally cultivated. [Indi-
viduality, causality and comparison must not be suffered 1o rust out in the
criminal indulgence of inactivity. Doty lo curselres, our patients, to the
profession, and to God, call oo us to work while the day lasts,

Buot this is notall. The facts gathered up by experience, and the results
of philosophical induction must not be trusted 1o the hazard and uncertaiaty
of tmdition or manascript.  The leaves of the sybil and the papyri of the
copyist often perished bafore the memory of their authors. OF the five
bundred thousand volumes, sacrificed to sectarian zeal, by the Arabian
fapatic, who ever heard of a duplicate? It then becomes & duly that every-
thing which will mid, however remotaly, in the advancement of acience,
should be preserved with care. Copies should be multiplied, a0 that the
truths of the original may bs more widely diffused, and to guard aguinst
the comtingency of their extfnclion by carelessmess or accident.
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And what il the offering we bring to the commen treasury be small? IF
it affords any edditional light, the insignificance of its value furnishes no
aufficient reason for withbolding it. The linle spring which trickles from
some narrow crevice upon the western alope of the Alleghanies goes to
help swell the megnificent Mississippi. Bo with contribulions to medical
improvement; singly and alone they add but little 1o the stock of medieal
knowledge; but, by collocation and comparison, they furnish am ple data from
which aumerous and iovaluable practical resulis may bo deduced. 1 mo
monographs had been written, the press, we imagine, would have found
it no Herculean laboor to have supplied tha beoks for the physician's
library. Medical book-making, (and we intend no disparagement by the
terrn,) from the great multiude of materials which has been necumulatiog
for centaries, has come, and necessarily so, lo consist, principally, in the
drudgery of compilation; requiring, we are ready to admit, no trifling
amount of patient research and sound discrimination.

Endeavouring to add somewhat, il only & medicum, to the mass of
koowledge already laid by in the garners of medical improvement; trosting
thet some useful truths may be more fully illusirated or more deeply im-
pressad, the following contribution to an 'imp‘mmm branch of vital statislics
is now offered for the considemation of the profession.

The following pages will contain an analysis of #27 cases of midwilery,
546 having occurred in my own practice. To my friends Dir. Bouthwick,
of Blackstone, Dr. Field, of Leominster, Dr. Bione, of Hardwick, Dr.
‘Workman, of Worcester, and Dr. Wheeler, of Paxton, [ am indebted for
the balance; 201 of which occurred in the practice of D, Bouthwrick.
They will aceept my thonks for their kindness in allowing me to make use
of them in the present communieation. To Dr. Field, of Leominster, [am
particularly obliged for hiscopious notes upon his cases of puerperal fever,
aod trust Ae will pardon me, as there can be no doubt our readers will, for
the liberal drafia [ have made vpon them. .

1. The whole number of children.—The B2 cases of delivery gave
birth to 932 children; there being five cases of twins.

2. NMegitimate children.—Of the 827 mothers, 914 were married and
13 were not ; thus furnishing a ratio of 1-4 for every illegitimate to every
100 children born in wedleck. OF the mothers having illegitimate children,
two were widows, each with a family of five children. One belonged o
the upper the other to the lower ten thousand in eociety, OF the others
ooe was [orty-three, and the remaining ten were all under twenty-three
years of nge.

3. JAge of the mother when married =—0f the 927 mothers, their ages
when married were ascerinined in 608 instances. The following table will
exhibit their ages ; thus three were married at 14 years of age, and 20 on.

Age of 558 molkers whem married.

Age, Mol | aTpE 1% 2 ) 23 o2
No.ofmothers, I 3 2 G170 & T3 O05|4 41 40 39
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Agm, $# 37 ¥ K| 0. M 32 31| 3 3/ 3F 4
No. of motbers, 13 14 ' 4 a 1 | ] ] 1 1

The united ages of the 588 methers amount 1o the sum of 11,991 years;
thos furnishing the aum of 21 years and 11 hundredths as their avernge
age, when marred. By a law of this commonwealih moles under vwenty-
one vears of age, and females under eighteen cannot fegally enter the mar-
l'ilg'e relation, without the consent of their porents or guardians. By an
inspeciion of the foregoing table, we ahall find there were 90 mothers who
could oot have been fepally married withoul such consent.

The perpendicalar lines, 88 will be seen, divide the preceding ble
into 8ix equal perieds of four years each. “The foforcing one exhibits
the number of women married in each of the six periods; thus, doring
the first period, comprising the ages of 14, 15, 16 ond 17, there were B0
women married, and so on.

Numbwr of women marrisd i sach pericod.
Pariods, Tet. 34, 3. dthe b, Gk,

Noof women, 90 257 183 61 S
From the data furnished by the foregoing table, the prolabilitics of mar-
riage (80 for as the limited nomber of cases, in the prescol paper, may be
allowed to settle & mater of such grave import), may be calevlated with a
clese approximation to the truth, The following table exhibits the per
centage of the probabilities of marriage during cach of the six periods of
the preceding table. Thus, & woman, single at the beginming of ench of
the six pericds, will have as many chancea [or mutrimony during thot
period, a8 are expressed, by figures on the line immoedintely Below.
Chances of marriage during #ls pericds,
Pariods, Jet. 2d. 34, Ak, Sthy, Bih,
Par centage of chances, 16 45 27 ] 23 7
4. Age of the patient when delivered —O0 the 927 cascs, the age of the
patient, when delivered, was noted 581 times. The ages of the dilferent
women extend l:ﬂ'l!lr a peried frem 14 w 46 yoars. The :n].fmllrg table
will show the distribution of the whole pumber of births occurning at dif-
ferent ages, and is ta be read thus; one was deliverod at 11 yeurs uf age,
and 0 on.
Agaof 691 mothare wham defiverad,

Age, W15 17 IS]19 20 21 2 H3 k4 25 G2y RO 30
No. dellvered, | 1 8 20|25 26 329 40 &2 30 25 05|41 24 20 36
Ape, n 3! 33 !.1 85 3F I7 AZJEH 40 N a-_"[:.’! 41 450 46
Mo, deliverad, 13 17 ™ M 130 o1 o4 T4 6 1 2

As will be seen, the perpendicular lines fivide the preceding tnble
into uigllt gqul p!ri.ﬁdl l}r fol:l.r j‘ﬂrﬂ: eu.l:.h. ']'J'.l.' J"u"rlrr'l-n:;: imble will ox-
hibit the numbar of deliveries in each of the pericds: thus, duning the firet
period, comprising the ages of 14, 16, 17, e0d 15, there were 25 deliverics,
and =0 on of the other periods.
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Nimiber of deliverics in sach period,

Paricds, Ist. 24, 33, 4@th. Sth. Gth. Tth, Eih.

No.ofdeliveriss, 28 120 135 126 78 &8 33 12
To medical men the I'nﬂn-wing tabla will be more curious than useful;
#hile, 1o him who is cooversant with last wills and testaments, and who
is deep in the mysteries of “cress' and “eontingent remainders,” it may
afford some useful hints. Bo far as the paucity of cases may be relied cn
to establish a rule, the caleulation of the chances of pregnancy, exhibited
in the [ollowing table, bating the fractions (which were net taken into the
account) may be relied on as correct. The table is to ba read thus:—a
woman marrying &t the commencement of either of the sight periods, will
bave as many chances, out of an bundred, of becoming pregoant, during
that period, as aro expressed by the Sgures on the live immediately below

such pericd.

Chancey of preguancy.
Feriada, . 24, 3. dthe  Bb. Gth. Tthe Btk
Chunces of pragoancy, & m o n N 4 12 -} 2

In Collins® Midwifery, a table is given of the ages of 18,385 women st
the period of their delivery. His cases occurred, it will be remembered,
in the wards of a Lying-in-Hoapital, in = crowded city; they wers fur-
Tished, principally, from the lower and poorer classes of society, and, con-
wequenily, should be expected 1o present somewhat different results when
compared with the experience of private pmelice, where the patients wera
drawn from ell classes of society, and who were located in & country region
proverbial for its healthfulness. The following table is consracted for the
facility of comparison, and is to be read thus: of 16,386 cases of delivery
at Dublin, 6 per cent, occurred in patients under 20 years of age, and of
681 cases at Mendon, § per cent. occurred in patients under the same age,
and so on.

Cemparison gf Dublia with Mendom,

Flicet of chaervation, Ubder 20 yoars. 20 to 30 yoars. 30 io 40 years, Over 40 yeurs.
Dublia, lrelend, & [ 30 3
Mosdoa, Masa, ] o2 k] L]

B, FFhole number of pregnameies.—OF the 927 cases, the whole num-
ber of timea which each patient had been pregnant was ascertained in
918. They are arranged in the following table, and are 1o bo read as fol-
lows, thus: 244 were lat pregnancies, and so oo,

MNumber of Fimes sack patient had bomm progaent,

No. ol pregeasey, ot 24, 3d. b, Gth,  6th. Tih.  fabh. Sk,
Mo, of paticnts, a4 1T 41 111 BD 56 a4 17 13

No. of pregnaney, 10th, 10t I9th. 13h. Mdth, 16th. 1Tth. 20th.
Wo.efpetieats, 10 & 4 3 & 1 1 [

Ar may be determined by an inspectioa of the foregoing 1able, it will be
seen thet the aggregate progoancies of the D18 patients were B038; 1hus
averaging three pregnancies and a fraction (o each patient,  While speak-
ing of pregnancies in this conoection, we shall be cautious about claiming
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perfect mecurmey; when we bring o mind the very great unwillingness
which most women manifest to answer, when inquired of nbout the sub-
ject of mbortion. Al that can be claimed for this table i= an appraximation
tethe truth.  For the fuller understanding of this subject, the following
table exhibits the mtio of the different pregnancies to 1000 cases; and
ir to be read thun: in every 1000 cases, 266 will be 1st pregnancies, and
80 00,

Ratio of the different pregrancies fo L1000 caet.

Wo. of pregemsey, o, 24, 3d.  4th.  Sth.  Gih. Tehe 8the St
Hatioy 26 M5 163 g3l BT 63 0 18 14

HNo. of pregansey, 10th, itk 12th. 13th. D4k, DGah. 17th. 200h.
Ratia, 11 E 4 2 2 1 1 1

6. The duration Iﬁ"!ﬂﬁﬂur.-—-—-[ am aware there iz considerable dilﬁtull}.‘
in fixing the precise titne when labour commences.  OFf any of the changes
which may be supposed w occur before those recogoised by the mother
we know nmhing. I have called the duration of a labour that interval ol
time which ehpaeu beétween the incursion of pains which continue with
short intermissions until the Birth of the child; or between the rupture of
the membranes and the same event.

Almoat invariably, I have found that 1wo or three loose dejections, pretty
soon suceeeded by pain in the pubic region, or low down in the back, were
sure precarsors of labour. Never, but in one case, bave [ known the be-
gioning of labour protracted beyond twenty-four hours afier the rupture of
the membranes.

Of the B2T cases of labour, its duration was noted in 924 instances, as
may be seen by the fellowing table; and which is to be read thus: eight
were delivered in one hour after the commencement of labour, and so on,

Duration of labour in 924 canes.

Heormfulabeur, 1 2 3 4 & 6 7 § & 10 11 12 13 14
No. of women, B 3% 4 I3 29 T4 29 63 T} OO0 149 20 12

-1

Hoors in labour, 16 06 17T 15 1% 20 21 23 23 24 25 84 27 28
Mo.ofwomen, 12 13 17 28 & 12 4 9 6136 4 2 3 7
Hourminlabour, 20 30 31 32 33 34 36 37 40 41 42 47 44 49
Wo.of womea, 4 13 | 6 2 2 3% 1 11 1 4 T ¥ |
Hoars in libour, 80 55 60 65 68 6T 4% 50 72 &Y 90 96
No. of women, 2 5 4 2 11 1 ¥ B LI I 1

By the preceding tabla it will be seen that of the 924 cases noted, 516
lebours were completed within 12 hours; 273 between 12 and 21 hours:
76 between 24 and 36 hours; 36 between 36 and 4% hours, and 23 were
protmeted beyond 48 hours,  OFf the 10,414 cases noted by Dr. Collins, in
the Dublin Lying-in Hespital, the duration of labour was aseerluined in
15850 instances. The following table furnishes the per centage of the
doration of labour in that Institution, with the resulis arrived ot by the pre-
ceding table,

Comparison of Mendan with Dublin,
Plicea of obwtrvation, Under 12 hro. 12to 24 hrs, 2400 36 hra. 36 to 45 hrs, Over 45 hre.
Dablin, Irelund, 111 1 -4 O L
Mucdon, Muas, Ly . 20-5 53 9 5
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Can the very great disparity in the resulis of the preceding comparison
be accounted for by the difference between the bospital practice of the city
and the private praciice of the country ! 1 am aware that the hard-worked,
poarly elothed, and poorly fed patients, collected from the narrow lanes and
filthy purlieus of & great city, cannol ba expecied 1o exhibit the sama patho-
logical conditions, or the same cateoation of obatetrical phenomens, as the
robust, well fed, and warmly elad inhabitanta of the country. Eapecially
must wa allow there s reason for difference when the colloeation brings the
squalid and suffering Irish-woman into juxtaposition with tha happy and
healthy country-woman of our own commonwenlth, But making all rea-
sonable abatement on the score of differences that are plain and obyious,
the discrepancy between the results arrived at, at the two places of obser-
vation, is still too great not to prompt the desire for a fuller and more satis-
factory solution of the problem. The question sill remains unanswered
why 06 per cent. of cases of midwifery, in the heapital practice of Dublin,
should be completed within 12 hours, while only 65 per cent are cocn-
pleted in the same time in Mossachuselts; or why 25 casea out of every
LD are protracied beyond 48 hours in Mendon, and only three in Dublin.

The following table containa an mnalysis of all the coses, 23 in oumber,
where the lnbour was of longer duration than 48 hours.

. | 6| | 3
13|23 £ L1
= | ) ¥ = Presenuiion, ¥ W % g
§lilz: IR
AR AENE E 2
| I i =
] Y
1 | 23 | 69 | Yarten A | M. &
2 17 | &0 Ona loot. A, F. 10 1 a.
- 12 0 Bath foet. D.p| M. & o.
4 E 1 60 Yertox. A M. E]
1] of 4 &0 Bresch. A F. 8} 0.
¢ | =3 1 &0 Vertex. D. M. | My | O
7 k1 ] 1] Face. A, F. 1 .
] a -] 66 Yarter. A M. | &
L] 17 1 [ deo. 8 M. | T
10 18 1 58 Faen 1o pabis. Al M. | 7 0.
11 17 1 60 Yarles. A M. | &
13 30 3 | 98 do, A. | R 8| o0
13 20 2| M do. A | M. 8
[ 14 17 1 &7 da. D | M. 7
14 2 1 a8 da. A | M. 8 o.
{18 |8 7| m Breech o. | M| 8| o
| 17 7 2 | b6 Yertex, | A Fu 84
18 3 3 | 58 da, I M. §
E 19 | 8| 1| 68 da. A | RO
20 19 g | & da. A | M, g
21 | 17 1 | 60 | Hoth feet D.p.| F. 7| o
2% 28 4 | 85 | Verte A, M. o7
8B 0 1 6 do. A. | K. B
| | ! J
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Obeervations.—Cese T was a fimt pregnancy, and the child, weighing
t:n pounds, was boro alive, afier & labour of ffty hoors. The membranes
wera rupiured early in the labour,and the right foot scon came down. No
sliempl was made to bring down the other fool, and the protraction of the
labour seemed to be principelly owing to the difficult passage of the hips
through the bony presage. The paios, for the most pan, were not severe
or siriving.

Coses 3 and 21 were presentations of both fect, and bath the children
wers dead and putrid. The pains in both cases were, for a great portion
of the time, feeble and irregular. The membranes were ruplored early in
tbe lubour, and the peculiar fetor of decomposition was directly noticed;
in one case, so pungent as to pervada the whole house.

Cases G and 18, the breech presentations, were large children, and the
Jeogth of the Jabours, althcugh the paios, for the most part, wers stroog
und regular, seemed to be principally owing 1o the difficulty of their pas-
mge through the superior strait of the pelvis. There was no diffculty in
the delivery of the head in either case. [In number 18, the child had been
dead many hours before the termination of the labour.

Case 6 was delivered by Jessening the bead and the use of the blunt
book. The mother had a rapid recovery—has since become pregnam
and been delivered of a living child, afier a short and easy labour, without
essistance.

Cases T and 10, being the face and the face to the pubis presentations,
were undoubtedly prosracted by the peculiarity of the presentations.

Case 12 sceurred in o patient whe passed eighteen years, from the birth
of her last child until the present, wilhout once becoming pregnent. The
unosually lengthy labour was principally, il not wholly, owing to the con-
traction of the pelvis. Both her former labours were long and tediovs, and
ultended with much suffering.

Case 15 was a first pregnancy, and its protracted doration was altri-
buted to the shoriness of the sacro-pubic dinmeter. The child was born
by the natural efforts, and both it and the mother did well, Bhe has since
removed to n distant part of the conntry, and hes given birth to two sons
und & daughter, after long and tedious labours.

The following tabla exhibits the per centage of the different prezentations
of the protracted labours,

FPreaeatations of 23 cases of protracied labour,
Presentations, Verter. Ooe foot Both feet. Breech. Faca. Fuace 1o pabis.
Per centaga, B0-6 43 87 B3 +3 43
T. Flooding.—Of the 827 eases of delivery, 538 were noled.  In these
looding eccurred in 27 cases only,  Of theso 27 cases, five occurred during
abour and before the binh of the child; Afteen afier the birth of the child
und before Lhe delivery of the placenta, and seven aller the delivery of the
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placenta. The flooding before the birth of the child ceased, or wes grestly
moderated, opon the ropiure of the membranes. That after tha binth of
the child, and before the expulsion of the placentn, was speedily checked
by the delivery of the placenta, or, soon afterwards, by the use of apium
snd acetate of lead, the liquer cupri sulphatis of the U.8. Pharmacopeia,
ergot, &c. The flooding afier the expulsion of the placema was arrested
by the same means. In no case was the hemorrhage so excessive as to
become alarming. The patients all speedily recovered.

"B, Convulsions.—Of the 92T cases, convolsions occurred only in e
instances. An account of one of these cases was poblished in an article,
“ Batistics in Midwilery," in the October number of this Journal for 1843,
Of the other no notes were furnished by my correspondent, in whose prac-
tica it eecurred. This is the more to be regretted ms such cases are af
mare cccurrence; and, as moch doubt hangs over their pathology, every
casa should be subjected to a rigid scratiny.

9. Puerperal fever.—Under this head are included puerperal peritonitis,
meiritis and crural phlebitis. In the 927 cares, puerperal fever made is
mppearance in 12 patiens.  Two of these eases vars reported in the paper
before referred to, and the remaining fen were fornished by my correspoo-
dents, Nine of the ten eccurred in the practice of Dr. C. C. Field; and 1
am fndebled to his kindoess for the liberty of presenting the following
transeript of his notes.

Casz [.—Mrs. 8——, aged 21, general health , was confined on
Baturday morning, Aug. 20, 1844, with her first child, 2 girl, after a natu-
ral and not dificult labour, which had continued through the preceding
night. Sunday evening, Aug. 26, she woa seized with chills, Emdnnhc.
Jain in the back and limbs, and severe pain with tenderness in the bowels.
T'his stato was soon followed by bigh fever, thirst, quick palse, &eo. She
had prescribed for her, and took calome] and antimenial powder Lhat night,
to be followed by ealls and senna next morming,

Monday, Aug. 2Tth—Medicine operated freely and with some relief 10
the pain in the head, back, limbs and bowels. Skin het but modist, pulse
quick, thirst urgent, bowels siill tender. In the evening tock 2 gr. of
calomel and 1 gr. of ipecacuanha in pill, to be repeated in six hours, and
Beidlitz ders next morning.

Tuesday, 29th.—1 was this duy called to take charge of the patieat, as ber
attending physicion was obliged to leave town for o week. When [arrived
the pills and Seidlitz powders had operated three or foor times, Pain in
the head and limbs bad ceased; pulse 120 beats in & minute; tongue
covered with & brownish-white coat; tenderness add swelling of the abde-
wen; a “fover turn,” with flushed cheeks in the aflerncon; lochial dis-
charga very scanty, and no seerction of milk. Blkin was moist; thist
urgent; not much restlessness; patient not despondent, On account of the
tenderness of the bowels she had not been out of bed for two days. I pre-
seribed 2 gra. of calomel and 4 grs. of antimonial powder to be taken in the
afierncon, aod moather dose in lﬁ?e‘rening of the same quantity ; also 2 gr=-
of calomel end 1 gr. of ipecacuanha, in pill, ai midnight, to be followed by
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iwinegiesafnl of n solotion of Epsom sals with magnesin in the mom-
=g, enca in three hours, until free catbarsis was produced. The solution

Epsom salis is made by dissolving 2 cz. of the salts in & pint of waler,
dding a tablespoonful of magnesis.

FFedneaday, 20rh.—FPatient had slept some in the night; slan moist; pulse
112; thirst less ; tendermesa of the bowels much abated ; lochin seanty and
W secretion of milk. She had taken three doses of the soluiion of salis
rhich had procured six or eight dejections. Preseribed Dover's powder at
wdime and 2 gra. of calomol and 4 gra. of James® powder once in foor
mu;l‘l'ul-: the noxt day. Selutien of gum arabie, rice or crust water, &e.,
o ErInkE,

Thursday, 300h ~TPatient had passed & quiet nights pulse 100 ; but litle
mierness of the bowels; she uop:ﬁ lurE upunzher side in bed without
1uch sulfering; eat up loog encugh 10 have her bed mads in the morning.
Ind taken the calomel and antimonial powder through the day, and is 10
catinoe same through the night.

Friday, B1sf.—Pulse B8, and other symptoms improviog. As thers had
ren oo motion of the bowels aince the 2¢th, she took & dose of the solution
[the salts, which produced two or thres dejections. 1 to ke n Dover's
owder at bed-time.

Saturdmy, Sept. 13t —Fatient saya she feels more comfortable : pulse 60
tin moist with some heat; tongue moist with a thick, dask coat; ook
tomel and James' er in the forencon and efterncon, a pill of calomel
od ipecacoanha at bed-time, to be followed by castor gil in the moming.

Sunday, 2d.—Medicine had operated well; polse 84 ;all other symproms
Hier; patient complaing of tenderness of the gume, and there is some mee-
wrial fevor in the bremb. Omit all medicine, Arowroot and gruel for
turishment.

Mﬂy. 3d.—Patient sat up hall an hoor thia mming: pulse 72; fecls
faint a1 the somach ;" has some salivation. Prescribed a wineglassful
"infusion of chamomile and valerian, three times a day ; her howels 10 be
wred, every second day, by an infusion of senna, figs, and ginger. Arrow-
wd, &c., for nourishment.  ‘I'he infusion of senpa is made by infusing 1
t. of senna, 4 cz. figs, and a teazpoonful of ginger in w pint of boiling
aler. Doae, hall a tumblerful, 1o be repeated if necezsary.

After four or five days the sore mouth ceased, the vongues became clean ;
& appelite retorned ; secretion of the milk took place and u perfect con-
ilescence enaued. Her health has continoed and the child is robust,

I may here remark that in this case, a8 in all the others, oceurring within
o first week after confinement, the subjects of the fevar, during the lauer
onths of pregoancy, bad an uwnusually good mppetite, which had been
tely indulged, and they had becoms quite plump in flesh—I might almest
i fat.

Cane [L—Miss 0—— W——, unmarried, healthy, was confined on
e moming of the 18th of September, 1844, afier a nawwral labour with her
at child,n girl. BShs was in labour most of the night, bat it was not diffi-
it or tedions. She was quite comfortable during the firs week. Her
iras then left her, and she was obliged 1o leave her bed and room and
ke care of hersell and family, coosisting of her father mnd brother nnd
wer. She kept about for nearly & week, when, afier washing and hong-
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iog out the clothes, she was allackpd with chills, pain in the bowels and
headachs.

1o day. Baw her to day for the first time. Bhe informed me she had
felt some pain and wenderness of the bowels ever aince she bad lef her
room. Flad taken castor oil twice but without relief. [ found her pulsa

uwick, tongue coated with a white fur; bowels tender and painful ; bue

ight seeretion of milk; lochin had ceased for some days. 1 left her two

pfl of calomel and ipecacuanha, each r.qnla'ming twa gra. of calomel and

. of ipecacuanhs, one to be taken then and the other in six hours, to

ba followed by salts and senna in the merning, in divided doses. Warm
fomnentations of hops aod spirits to the abdamen.

%l day. Did oot see her this day uniil evening. Found the stomach
bad rejected the pills and infusion of senna and salis. Pulse one hundred
and thirty ; abdomen very mueh swelled and exeessively tender ; ahoulders
raised by pillows, and feet drawn up to relieve the tension of the abdominal
muscles; cheeks fushed; skin bot and dry ; thirst urgeat : frequent vom-
iling of green matier and constant hiccough. Preseribed powders, each
containing two gra. of calomel and one-sixth of a gr. of morphine, to be
taken once in four hours, and a blister to be applied over the whole bowels.
Her mouth to be frequently moistened with a solution of gom arabic, She
had no nurse but was dependent for what care she had taken of her, upon
the neighbours. Her father was g0 poor as to afford nothing but the com-
monest necessaries of life when the family were welland, of course, noos
of the conveniences of aicknesa,

3d day. Blister bad filled well throughout its whole extent; vomiting
had ceased as also the hiccough; pulse one hundred and thiry; bowels
less painful and tender, but could not bear to be moved in bed ; skin moist
but het; thirst siill urgent, &c. Prescribed two gra. of calomel without the
morphine, once in four hours, and gum ambie, in solution, for drink. Baw
her again in the evening. Had flushed cheeks and a high * fever ft."
Other symptoms same 88 io the morning. The stomach remaining quiet
and no operation from the bowels yet, I prescribed thees gro. of calomel,
once in six hours, and a wineglassful of the solution of salts with magne-
gin, onca between each powder, and to be continued, if the stomach tolerated
the medicine, till free purgiog was produced.

4th day. Patient bad alept some. The medicine had been. rewined
and cperated freely, some eight or ten times, with marked relief 1o all the
alarmiog aymptoms. Pulse one hundred and eight; fever less; fess tender-
ness of the bowels, though she thought she could not be got up in a chair
on aecount of the rematning soreness. Preseribed ealomel and James'
powders once in six hoars through the day snd night, and a wineglassiol
-l_:ui!'tha;odilim of salts with magnesia the next moming, and to ba repeated
il aeed be.

Geh day.  Patient had slept some with moisture of the skin ; pulse one
hundred; fever less; skin het but moist; thirst less; pain and |enderqfn
in the bowels much relieved, could be turned on her side and lie awhile;
medicing had operated kindly, three or four times during the day. Take
Dover's powder at bed-time. .

&h day. Pulse ninely and all ether symploma better. Sat up ine
chair long enough to have her bed made and clothes changed. Haven
Dover's powder ol night.

Tth day. Paiient betier, gums u little tender. Omit all medicine and
be nilowed 1o lake liquid nowrishment.
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8th doy. Pubwe sevanty two; faver gone. Had a slight salivation for
foar or five days. During the second week the treatment was similar to
that of the first case, and, like that, terminated in perfect recovery. The
milk returned as convalescenca progreased, and her heallh has been good
up to this day.

Case 1[l—Mrs. B—— was confined wilh her third child Oct. 15th
1844. The child was = male. With this, as with ber other children, she
had on easy labour and was so comlonable, during the first week, that she
left her room and went about the house the beginning of the second.  Teo-
wards the close of the second week, after * lumping up some butter” and
eating freely of o boiled dish for dinner and some of the same, cold, for
supper; she was seized with symptoms of peritonitis. During the night
the stomach relieved itself of its load, and she took a dose of castor oil Lhe
nexl mormning, which operated well, but without aflording any reliel. When
I first saw her, the latter part of the day following the supper of » cold
viciuals," she was Inbouring under symploms similar to those of casa 24,
excepl that there was no vomiling, She took a pill of two grs. of ealomel
and one gr. of ipecacuanha 1o be followed by the solution of salts with
magnesia, until free catharsis should follow. As the stomach tolerated the
medicine o favourable impression waz made on tha disease st the cutset.
The 2d day she ook the pills, and the 3d, salts again. The inflaminaiion
abated rapidly and was gone on the sixth day from its incursion. The
appetite apon Teturned, the milk was restored and perfect convalescence
ensued by the b dey of the disease. No mercurial effoct on the system
was noliced.

Case IV.—Mrs, D—, aged 20, healthy, was delivered Dee. 17, 1844,
of her fifst child.a girl, afier a nainral labour, which continued through the
night. The child was born at 7 o’clock A. M. About wen or filleen minutes
afierwards [ caused slight troction on the cord 10 be made (as iz my
custom), but the placentn did not come away. [ found there was considers
able hemorrhage.  [noabout fGfteen minutes more [ tried traction on the
cord again, but without success. The feeling imparted to my hand, by the
cord, was as if the placenta wes held irm. The patient becoming faint
the pillows were waken from beneath her head and [ used traciion agoin,
with pressure over the lower part of the abdomen, but without effeet.
Faintness continuing, [ administered ergot and loudonum. Pain scon came
on at regular intervals, and continued for half an hovr. During the time
I tried traction again, but with no better success. When the specific effcct
of the ergot ceased, the pativnt slept awhile with less flowing, bol she
could not have her head raised without faipling. Gave ergot again; the
puinz came on ond continued about the same length of time as before, but
the placenta did not appear. It was now 10 o’clock A. M.,and, hemorchage
continuing, I decided to introduce my hand into the cavity of the uterns,
I did 50, and found an hour-glass contraetion of that orgun, and the whole
mass of the placenta above . With my fngers [ dilated the contraction,
a= gently a=s [ coold, siezed the placenin, which was lecse, and removed it
The hemorrhage censed ot once.  In the evening 1 visited her, and found
that reaction hed come on eo a3 to threaten danger. In order not to mistake
reaction afier hemorrhage for inflammation, I gave her H g, of Dover's
powder, and ordered warm spirits to be kept upon the abdomen.

Lec. 15th, Patient had slept some with moistore of the skin ; pulse 120;
thirst; furred tongue; bowels very tender, with some pain; akin now hot,
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with hesdache. Thess symploms of inflammation existing, I gave ber
the selution of salls until free purging was produced, w be folowasd, st
bed-time, by & Dover's powder.

15¢h. Bympioms of inflammation abating, particolarly the soreness
of the sbdomen. Preseribed calomel and the antimonial powders throagh
the day, and Dover's powder at night.

8he tack the salution of the salis again on the 2M0h, and aleoon the 224,
with calomel the intervening day. After the fifth day, the disease mpidly
aubsided, and was gone on the Bih from its incorsion. Convalescence
ensued in the courss of the second week with the secretion of the milk
and perfect remoration to health. ‘The treatment in the secomd week waa
likte that of the other cases already described. There waz a slight mercu-
rinl effeet in this case. Quere. Would the symptoms of infammation
have subaided, in this case, without tha active treatment! Al any rate she
gt well under fres purging with salts and calomel.

Casz V.—Mr. G—, of Lunenberg, aged 23, was confined with her
fifth child, a girl, on the evening of Dec. 18, 1844, afler an casy and rapid
labour. The child was born and the placenta had come away, with some
flowing, befors [ arrived. Bhe waa very comforable through the first week,
as she had been with all her ather children ; was up and dressed and about
her room after the third day, in apite of my repested cantion,

Dee. 26th. Beveo days alier her accouchement, I was called again in the
might. Baid ahe had been “quile smart" until that day ; went oul into the
kitchen and took har meals with the family tha day before, and also thiz mormn-
ing. Before noon was talken with a severe headache, pain in the bowels, de.
Bhe ook, in the afterncon, a dose of castor oil, which had operated, but
without bringing any reliel, Her pulse was now 120 bests in & minute,
strong and full; wngue coated wE:E o whits fur; severe pain and great
tenderness of the abdomen; headache, and great pain in the back; cheeks
flushed; skin hot; but little milk. Ordered fomeniations of hops and
spirita to the bowels, to be followed, in six hours, by one oz. of Epsom salis
with magnesis, and =5, 0z. of Epsom salts 10 be given every four hours
until fea ot fwelee discharges from the bowels had been procured.

20th. The medicine bad pu her thoroughly and with great relief.
1 mevd oot describe the cazo further, The inEﬂmmul[un waa subducd in
six days, by similar treatment 1o that pursued in the other cases. Con-
valescence and restoration to health ensved in the course of the second
week. The gums were very slighily affected by the calomel.

Of case Gih, (Feb. 28, 1846,) case Tih, (May 8, 1845,) case Buh, (Junae
10, 1846,) thera is no need of a patticular description, s they were 8o
similar to the first case, though less severe. The treatment wasg the mme
ns in that cass, excepl that, as the inflammation yielded earlier, the calomel
was omitted sooner, and none of ils peculiar effects upon the glands were
manifested. The results were the same as in the other cases.

Cusz 1X.—Mre. F——, aged 5, health good, was delivered of her
sacond child, a boy weighing 10 pounda, on the moming of June 18, 1846,
afier an easy and rapid [abour of three hoor' continuance. She was sop-

d 1o have gone two weeks, at least, over nine months from conception.
ring the last four or five weeks of pregnancy, she was abliped 1w keep
her bed, some of the time, each day,on scecunt of great tenseness and (eo-
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lermess of varicoss weins, which had extended over the whole surface of
be abdomen, the right groin, and down the right leg. There was zome
welling of the ankles, particularly at night. She was very comflortable,
dier ber confinement; until the seventh day. The secretion of the milk
ppeared on the day of her sccouchement, and ita flow was very abundant
a the next six days. During this time ber polse never exceeded T2 beata
taminute, Her bowels bad been moved twice, once with castor oil, and
pee with Seidlitz powders ; her nourishment had been waler gruel for the
nt four days, to which, en the 5th and Gih, a linle bread was added. The
egeness and tenderness of the varicose veins had almost entirc]_r cenned,
od | was congratulating mysell on an escape from an attack of phlebitis,
thich | bad for some time leared, when suddenly, on the eve of the seventh
uf from her confinement, .

June 22d, baving felt perfecily comfortable up to that moment, and was,
i fact, upon the point of sitting up in bed 1o take & cup of tea, she waa
tized with severe rigora ( terrible chills,” she ealls them o this day), so
ui her teeth chattered and the bed shook under her. I exzamioed her
ulse during the rigors and found just T2 beals io a mioute, the same as in
ie farenoon and aliernoon of that, and every previous day since ber con-
sement. She is of & ealm, quiel empernment, not at all inclined to be
ervoun, and has had no apprehensions in regard (o the result of her re-
wchement. "T'he rigors lasted about 16 minutes. This staie waa followed
7 great heat, headache, pain in the limbs, quick pulss {120 in & minuta)
ul restlessness,  She had no pain in the bowels, nor was there any during
# disease allerwards ; no tenderness, except in a alight degree just abova
¢ pubis and jothe right grein, No swelling of the abdemen st any time,
| the evening she took & gre. of calomel and 1 gr. of ipecacusnha in &
[l, and ansther coe at midnight.

Ed, (Mth from confmement.)—Possed & miserable night; pills bad
erated once; pulse 120, soft; tongue covered with a white eeat; thim
rgent; lochin suppressed; milk almost entirely gone; pain in the head
id back coolinues; no tenderness save above the pubis and in the groin,
id that but alight. Took a full desa of =alts and senna, which operated
sely in the forenoon; and, during the afiernoon and night, had calomel
id the antimonial powders, ooce every four hours. In the afternoon alter
# commenced taking the powders, she sweat lreely oa the upper part of
e body, arms, neck and face; bat there was no moisture of the skin on
e lower part of the body and lower extremitics. This state continued
iring the wholes course of the discase.

ek, Beh day.—Took a Seidlitz powder this merning, which, with
e ealomel taken in the afiernoon and night previous, operated six or seven
oes during the day: pulse 120; not much restlessness; headache gone ;
eretion of Lhe kidneys scanty and high-coloured ; no milk ; lochin entrely
Ppressed ; some sleep by short naps in the night ; skin moist as mentioned
last record, She teok no anodyne, as there was not much restleasness
d had some aleep. Premibecfﬂ gra. of calomel and 4 grs. of James'
wd!er onee in siz hours eoly, as there was & lendeney to run off by the
wels,

206th, 10k day.—Symptoms much as yesterday. Continue colomel
d James' powder through day and night,

th, L1th day.—In the morning wok one wineglassful of the solu-
n of salis with magnesia, which operated four or five times through the
¥-  From this tme the pulse began 1w moderate io frequency.
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27th, 12tk day.—Pulse 108 dnd at night 100; rather less heat of the
skin, and other symptoms the eame. Took the antimonial powder withoul
the calomel.

ek, 13th dey.—Pulse 86; heat of the skin abating; thirs les;
urine yet scanty; other aymploms the same. Took m wineglasaful of the
=olution of salts with magnesin again, which operated three or four timei
during the day. In the night she sweat profusely on the upper paria
the body, and a little, for the first time, on the lower part.  Towards more
ing the pulse suddenfy fell to 72, with some distarbance of the nervou
sysiem. The lochin also suddendy returned, and after two or three houn
of quiet sleep abe awoke late in the morning.

2ivh, 14eh day—Free from fever. At once the tendency of th
groin increased and the right limb mpidly began to awell. The liml
swelled a good deal, but was not very tender except on motion. Then
wag no fever alter this time.

500k, 1664 daoy.—Patient began to take an infusion of chamaomnile ew
arrowroot for nourishment,  "The bowels were kept soluble by the infusin
of senna, figs and ginger, every second day, The limb was bathed witl
valmtile liniment ms1 spirita. “The secretion of milk began o return, and
during the second week became abundant. At the end of the second week
{rom the incursion of the disease, she could sit ap most of the day. Bega
soon after Lo wall about with crutches and continued their vse for 1w
wecks, having the limb bandaged.  Aa she began to get about, the zwell
ing of the limb diminished, although it did net entimﬁr aubside until 1h
vned of four or five months,  Bhe did not suffer from mercurial sore mouth
Her health was perfectly restored and remains good to this time.

In concluding the foregoing relation, Dy, Field says: = You will per
ceive that I rely very much on early and thorough purging with calome
and salta. That it will have o decided good effect to control and subdw
inflammation, I think there can be no question. The medicine operate
without pain, aod, under itz use, the pain and tenderness of the bowel
rapidly subside. If the inflammalion does not decidedly yield within v
or three days, [ keep up the administration of the calome] in order that
may have ils peculiar effect to resolve any remaining disease. 171 was 1
volunteer o theory of the beneficial action of such tremiment, [ would sa
that, by the abundant scrous discharges, it procures depletion from th
urpuns affected, or from their near vicinity ; prevents the efusion of coage
lable lymph and thereby promotes resclution. If the inflammation cor
tinies beyond the fourth day, T think it safer for the paticent that calome
hould be pushed to the extent of afficting the gums, for then I feel nasure
that the dregs of the discase will be remeoved, and there will be less dange
of o relapse. Neither have I found frea purging, in this way, produg
prosiration of sirength even in feeble persons. OF course this should b
done in the gutset of the disease. How it might do, if the disease ha
twen allowed 1o run on for three or four days, onchecked, T cannot say. 1
mizht bring on o troublesome diarrhes end prosteation.  As yet 1 ham
lad no case in which the inflammation did not subside, if I could procon
{ree eatharsia, with sals, soon alter the atlack.”
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10, Preseniations.—Of the 932 children, subject of the present analyis,
the presentation was determined in 912 instances. Inthe remaining oum-
ber the child was either born before the arrival of the accoucheur, or, if the
jrresentation was determined, was not made = matter of notation in the
#abstract.”"” The different presentations are collected in the following
table, and which is to be read thus: 574 were presentations of the verez,
and 80 on.

Presenfalions of 912 caeer.

Preseptation.

erier
Treach:

-

Nomber of esch, BT4

rd

w Faet.

— Foot and koee
= Knees.

i Faca

= Fuco to pubis,
= Placents.

w Funin

& Unkpawn,

In order to make the comparison with greater facilivy, the following uble
has been consructed, showing the Tatio of the different presentations in
104} cases, The table is to be read thus: 93-5 per cent. were presenla
tions of the vertex, and so on.

Ratfo of presentatican in 100 carer.

L3
i i
Presentation. § .ﬁ’ : 'E 4 X & g %
E_ 1] o - H :
202 ¥ F :OE B EOZ
Ratio, a5 14 ] -1 1 3 -8 -1 3

The fellowing table is constructed to exhibit the ratios of the presents
tiona in 1000 cases; the firef line, the presemations in cases which wen
completed wwithin 48 hours; the second, the presenwmtions in cases pre
tracted beyond 43 hours. The table, is 1o be read thus: in every 100
cases completed within 48 hours, the veriex presented 8064 umes, and »
on; in every 1000 cases protracted beyond 45 hours, the vertex presents
1396 times, and 20 on.

Ralle of praventations in 1000 casns, wnder and over 45 howrs,

g r
| i ]
Proscotation. . 5§ 3 f Z s 2
EEEREEERE
s & & & &£ = & & E o
Usder 4% howrs, 8944 12 7 | 1 1 7 1 |
Orer 48 hooe, 8 B 4 o 4 42

From this able we see that there is a much larger propertion of preser
1ations, other than the vertex, in these casea which are protrcted beyom
than in those which are completed within forty-eight hours from the con
mencement of laboor. Wil not this fact aid in the solution of the probles
whether the protracted labour is not, in some measore, to be sccounted i
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kyibe unusual presentation of the child? That the ratio of the presenta-
toes of the breech, one foot, both feet, face, and face 1o the pubis, in those
labwars protracted beyond forty-eight hours, should be so greatly increased
beyond that which obtains in cases which are completed within that period,
aanot, [ think, be regarded as accidental or foruitons.

Of the breech presentations, three were included in the statistieal artiele
before referred 1o, leaving eleven for the cases occurring since its publica-
tem,  The following table exhibits a condensed analysis of them,

Anatyeir of 11 breech presendalionr.

Neol |  Ags Prosent | Number | l.-rnlg:lh | . Alire Full

caas, | when | age, af o Zex, | Weighk | or limng &1
marreed. | |preguasey. Inboar. | it mall, (e

d
[ 1 20 27 4 Whe! F. | 47 Iba.] .a,_| B moa,
I e % | m | 2 | M. | 8 | a. | = |
i 2 B | 40 11 6 | K. | 85E A, | @

4 bk ] s 4 13 F. | 3 A ]
l'a| . | s 3 1 | Folr | ool

[ 17 an & 15 Al ] A a9

] 23 mn ¥ s | F | 7 A, | @

8 20 24 i e F. | & | b | 3

9 | @ | a3 i 12 M| T | 4. | 3

10 2 | 23 1 [ F. 4 . T
| n 19 | % | 3 TR | & A, | @
1 i

OF the foregoing cases, No. 1 was o caze of twins, ‘The Grst child wae
xm with the vertex presenting, weighed Bve pounds and a hall, and died
lﬂﬁng the first month. The interval between the binth of the two chil-
lren wa= fifteen minotes, Nes. 5, S, and 10, where the children were
till-born, were amended by no wnusval circumstance, except that No. 10
ris o migcarriage. The children had been some time dead, as evidenced
y the fact that, in many places, the cuticle could be casily detnched.

The knees presentution occurred in the first pregnancy of a woman, aged
2, after a labour of eighteen hours. It was an abonion in the sixth menth
[ pregnancy, tho child, a boy, weighing two pounds and threc-quarters,
od still-born.

Of the nine presentations with both feel, three were disposed of in the
ticle before-mentioned, leaving six to be analyzed in the present commu-
icalion, as may be scen by the following table,

Amalyeis of 6 eanes of presendation wnith bork feef.

| |
Mo of| Age | Presest| Nomber | Ilosrs | ) Alivi, dead,|  Full
CREEL | when nge. ul | Ben | Weight ur | tmeor
mafrked |preganacy. laboar. [ dend pairid. BOL
|
| 2 3] 8 | 13 WM g D o ]
2 (1] b 2 ¥ M T M g
l 3 H] 2 1 137 F. 3 I
4 36 i1 1 5 M. 1 i} ]
b 1 b g2 | I | F 7 A, 9
L % 53 | 3 oM T A 9
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In the. feregoing table, No. & was set down in the “abstract” na «dis-
eased™ and “deformed,'” beiog acephalous. 1t eccurred in the practice of
one of my correspondents, and 1 am unable to give any lurther account of
the fetuz. No. 6, a= will be seen, was born st the ffth mooth, and weighcﬂ
but one pound. By a reference to the “abetract,” | find there was flood-
ing in the early stage of pregnancy; and, probably, the small weight of the
fmwa, a3 well aa the premature labour, is auribotable to thiz fact.

The feot and knee presentation was iocluded in the anicle heretofore
menlioned,

The two face presentations ocecurred, the one belore my former report,
and the other was furnished by a correspondent wilhoul note or comment,

"The eight face fo the prbis presentations are returned wilhoul remark,
exeept in three cazes. One.a female, born after o lingering labour of forty
boues, weighing nine pounds and & quarler; another was the last barn of
m pair of twing, a male, weighing seven pounds and thres quarters; and
the third was a female, weighing cight pounds. The last two were ninth
pregnancies.  Mothers and children all did well,

The placental presentation occurred in & case of abortion, and has been
already reported.

OFf the three cases of presentstion of the funis, two have been disposed
of in & former article; of the other, 1 find no remark except that the veriex
pext came down, and that the child was dead at birth.

The preseatation with one foof was suffered to go on without endeavour-
ing 10 bring down the other foot. The labour progressed rapidly and
terminated favourably both for the mother and child. Need much import-
gnce be attached to the advice, to search for and bring down the other
foot ?

11. Sex.—0r the 832 children born, their sex was noted in 018 instances;
and the proponicn 1o each other was a3 follows, viz:—

Sar of 015 children.
Males, 477, Females, 441.

Blales, 52 per eont. Females, 48 per cent.

12, Height of ehildren.—Or the 032 children, their weight was ascer-
1zined in 836 insances. The following table is to be read thus: one child
weighed one pound, and was & male; four weighed iwe pounds each, twe
of whom were males and two were femeles, and so on.

Wairh! ond rex of 836 childrem.

Weight in 1ba., i 3 4 & ] T 8 g 10

-

2
No. of chaldrem, 1 4 4 3 3 280 1 260 244 108 3 1
Na. of males, 2 3 1 & 10 & HZ HNE W =N 1
No. of females, 2 1 % 0 13 8 46 11 W 8

The whole number of childeen, 830, whose weight was aseerained,
weighed 6060 pounds, averaging cight pounds five ounces and & fraction,
esch. The whole number of males, 420, whose weight was ascerained,
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weighed 3805 poundy, averaging eight pounds and ten sunces, ench; whil-
the whole number of females, whose weight was aseertnined, being 407 in
sumber, weighed 3265 pounds, averaging vight pounds, each.

13, Lengih of the children.—0Or whe 932 children, %42 were measured
a1 binh, and their average length was found to be nineteen inches and o
goarter, with bot a (ractional difference between the males and the [emales,
the maleg being the longest,

H. Tnsertion of the finis =00 the 032 children, the inserion of the
funis was noted in 24% instances.  The funis was inseried in the centre of
the body of the child 200 times out of the 242, whe were examined for that
porpase.  ‘The insertion of the funis in the centre of the body it accounted
eue of the evidences of the delivery of the child at the Tull tme ; and, con-
wquently, may be wsed in the sewlement of any medicelegal guestion ad-
mitting ita applicability. Alone, it cannot be a teat of much value; Lut may
be used s corrabormtive of other and stronger evidence.

15. fiseased —Of the 932 children six were boro diseased, viz.: two
bad spina bifida, one was acephalous, and three were marked * dizeased,”
but no particulars noted.

The acephalous case cecurred in the practice of Dr. Southwick, already
mentiooed as my (riend and correspondent, and is returned withaut remark
ta are olso the three others marked “dizensed.” One caze of $pina bitida
was related in the article heretolore publizhed in this journal.  The other,
happening in my own practice, is as follows, viz.:—

Mr. A was delivered of her first child June 21at, 1830, after &
labour of thirty hours. On ezamining the child, which was o male, »
umour was discavered over the seeond dorsal veriebre, aboat the size of o
juarter of a dollar, ‘The tnmoor was flot, and raised about one quarter of
in inch above the surreunding skin. The covering of the temour seemad
o consist entirely of cuticle, and the wmour itsell was filled with a rans-
parent fluid, seen 1o be so through the extremely stenusted covering.
Argund the base of the lumour was a vigorous growth of hair.

From this vme until its decense, Feb. 24, 1810, the child cominned 10
rrowe, and was as hitle troublesome az ehildren in general.  For the firs
lew days afier its birth, a thin transparent fluid was discharged from the
womour, apparently by the process of trensudation. The growih of the
umour increased with the prowih of the child, and, at its denih, was ns
arge a3 a small orange—Lthat is, about two inches in diameter, nud of an
wal shape., The lower limba, it was thought, did not grow in proporiion
o the rest of the body. They were, at times, panially paralyiic, the right
imb more 50 than the left one,

For some weeks before its death, it had ocensional paroxysms of laborions
espiration, making quite a loud and distressing noise during inspiration.
It did net seem to be in paim, at these periceds, but after a while, would
weome quite exhansted by the exention, [ anributed these prrosysms Lo
v loss of power in seme of the muscles of respirtion, owing to a4 minished
wpply of nerrous inflluence. There was something vanatunl aboot the
'yea; the outer angle was considerably raised abowe the inner eac, and the
‘yeballa exhibited on uncommon degree of mobility.  The eoountenance, in
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its wout ensemble, strongly reminded oue of those Chinese portrails we often
see on fans and other artieles of oriental manufacture, | It was a common
remark of visitors that the countenance betrayed the evidence of idiecy.
Of this, however, [ did not feel so cernin.

The tumour again began to discharge some seven or eight daya before
death; portions ol it became affeeted with superficial uleerstion, and were
sean covered with a cm]E of fungous granulations, The discharge, as at
first, secmed Lo be only the simple exudstion of a thin transparent Auid, no
opening could be discovered upon the closest inspection. The discharge
was small in quontity, so that a change of the compress, once or twice &
doy was amply sufficient for ita absorplion. Afier n day or iwo of more
than common uneasiness, though withouwt any thing perticularly noticeabls
by the parents, on the morning of the 24th of February, the patient was
aacked with & severe paroxysm of the loborious respiration.  This was
repeated with shon intermissions frequenily through the day; the patient
becoming more and more exhausted, the paralytic affection of the Jower
limbs more profound, and followed before death by a palsy of the left arm,
The litle patient became comatose at sunset, and died at 10 o'clock of the
nme evening.

--i'umpay.}urty houwrs affer death.—Whele surface cedematous, readily
Eil:ling upon pressure ; temour Aaccid, containing but little fluid ; swrrounded

¥ an unnatural growth of hair; on dissecting owt the wumour, found it to
be cellular, two large cells on each side of the median ling and several
senaller oies, cach communicating with the ather. The spinous process, as
well as the whele posterior portien of the bedy of the secend dorsal ver-
tebrm, was wanting. There was o notch also in the adjeining superior and
inferior veriebra, making the opening into the apinal canal one inch and a
quarier long by threequarters of an inch wide at its widest part. A small
guantity of serous Auid esceped upon culling into the sac dunng the dis-
section. Pressure upon the head would drive out the fluid at the opening
in the spine.

The head was next exemined. Upon removing the scalp, the bones of
the eranium were found in many places o be deficient in cesilication, though
covered by the pericranium; some of the spots where no ossification had
taken place, were as [arge as o ball dime. U inguiry, it was learned
that the paremts, during the life of the child, hlﬁmicnd pulsations at these
pointa synchronous with the beating at the foounelles. The footanelles
were found uousually large. Upon sttempting te remove the eranivm it
was found 1o be strongly adheremt to the durs mater, much more so than
in any case [ had before witnessed. Afier considerable dizsection with
the handle as well as the edge of the kaile, the skull was removed, though
not without evacuming ene of the ventricles by an onlucky slip of the
knife. The vessels, enher of the dura or pia mater, were not unusually
turgid, neither was any spot discovered where the capillary vessels wers
injected. The brain was now earefully sliced away until the lateral ven-
ticles were exposed. These wera found partially evscoated of their con-
tents, one being opened by the removal of the cranium. They were esti-
mated te have contained, when [ull, six cunces of flwid. The epening
between them was three-guariers of an inch in dismeter, its shape being &
little oval. All the veotricles of the brain wera found 10 be much enlarged
and filled with an apaline-coloured serous fluid, Immediately over the central
point of the cerebellum, and in contael with il, was an encysted tumour
three-quarters of en inch in diameter, filled with a perfecily imosparent
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fuid. This tumour seemed to have mo connection excepl with the cere-
b, from which it was readily detached by the handle of the knife, and
rmoved without ruplure of the eyst. The cerebellum was very much
mised at its central point, displaying quite o cone-like appearance. Ulmn
remoting the cerebellum a probe could be readily passed from the cranium
withe opening in the spine, at the seat of the externnl tumeur.

During the whale dissection very little traces either of recent or of former
ioflammation were discovered.

16. Deformed —O0 the 932 children, the subject of the present commut-
nicntion, six were noted a3 deformed. . Two of these cases were contained
in my former article, and two were returned by my correspondents without
remark, OF the remaining two, one was a case of wlipes varus of bath
feet. The child lived bot o few weeks. OF the ather, the following
sceount is extracted from a paper published in the Beston Medieal and
Burgical Journal, for July 10, 1830

Mrs, ———, afier a day or two of more than usonl bard work, was
ytacked with severe abdeminal pains, seon followed by a alight wierine
bemorrhage. ‘These symploms continued through the succeeding night
without abatement, the pains being so constant as to ollow but linle, il any
sleep. At half past @ A.M. on the following morning, [ was called 10
¥isit her. On my areival [ found her walking about the chamber, and
spparently in strong labour pains.  She supposed hersell between six and
weven months advanced in pregnancy.  She has never suffered abortion,
wsually enjops good health, and is the mother of two fine children, [ ad-
viged ﬂcr tw po immedintely o bed, hoping, pemdventare, the premature
delivery might be aveided. Gnmpl}ring with my advice, examination was
then made, and the head, with the
veriex presenting. was found resting
upon the extornal organs. The he-
morrchage was slight and the mem-
branes were not Taptured. Al hope
of eseaping the threatened misear-
ringe wos now abandoned, and the
suslomary prepartions were directed
o be made for the approaching deli-
rery.  The pains continued o grow
aronger and more frequently recur-
ent, until 10 o'clock A.M., when
he membranes were ruptured, and
i exfraprdinary flow of wmer fol-
owed. A few more ulering efforis
tecomplished the delivery.

The child was still-born, exhibiting
10 signs of life, exeept o few, feeble,
wnvulsive motions of the extremities,
which szoon ceased. On examinae-
ion of the child it was foand 1o be
leformed as follows: The hand, if
wch it could be called, consisted onaly
W a thumb and forefinger; the other
ingers with their corresponding me-
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tncarpel and carpel bones being absent. The thomb and finger well
formed, and the nails perfectly developed. On examination of the fore-
arm, the ulna was alse found to be wanting; 20 that the forearm and hand,
in their csseous orgmnization, consisted only of the radivs, the ossa sca-
phoides, trapezium, and trapezoides, the metacarpal bones of the thumb
und index, together with their reapective phalanges. The forenrms were
bent upwards towards the bumeros and coold not be sraightenad; bein
apparently held in that position. by a rigid contraction of the skin a
uscles, at the flexure of the elbow joint.

The organs of generation presented the fllowing mal-formation. A linle
fullness of the skin upon and bellw the pubis constitued what may be
termed the Tudiment mPu serotum.  The wsual site of the penis was occu-
pied by o membranous tuberele, about the size and sbape of & large pea.
attached by & base of about two thirds of it own diameter. At first, no
orifice was dizgcovered in the tubercle; but, on turning it up, upon its in-
ferior surfoce and partly in its base,n small orifice was found which proved
to ba the opening of the urethra; ss a probe, praperly bent, passed readily
through it 1nte the bladder.

Referring the reader 1o an inspection of the accompanying sketch of the
fozlua made at the time, further deseription will not ba necessary.

The mother, on bring informed that the child was deformed, immedintely
anawered, * [ expected it would it be; it has a harefip, [ soppose.” On
being saked why ahe supposed it would be thus dei{:rmfd. sha said, g0
acquaintance of the family who bad a hare-lip, had been at the houss
several times during her pregnancy, and that she invariably felt Tery dis=
agreeable when he was present.  Mothers frequently trouble themselves
about some anticipated deformity in their children, but 1 never koew their
predictions verified, except in a single instance ; a short sccount of which
was contnined in the statistical article before referred to, and published in
thiz journal.

17. Dead or alive, or dead and putrid —Of the 932 children bomn, 824
were alive, 20 were dead, 6 dead and putrid, and in &2, the fact was oot
noted, OF the 35 stll-born, 22 were born in wedlock aod 4 were illegiti-
mate. OF this number, 17 were abortions and 9 were miscarriages.

1%, fied during the 13f month.—O0 the 824 children noted as being
alive at birth (il the returns are correct) eight only died daring the jfirst
month, which gives a proportion of 1 in 103, In the Dublin Lying-in
Hospital, from MNovember 18248 to November 1833, 16,054 children wern
born; and, during the time the molhers remained in the hospital {which,
in mesl instances, was from eight 1o ten days alier delivery) 231 died,
which gives a proponion of 1 in 58. The difference in the morality,
which will be seen is very great, may be mccounted for by the difference
between hospital and private pemetice, and the social and physical condition
of the two classes of patieots. T, after remaoral from the heapital and before
the close of the 1st month, all the desths (for. undoubtedly, many preurmed
in that peried) eould have been ascertained, the difference wauld have beem
greatly increased.

19. Delivery at what month of pregnancy.—0f the 832 children bom,
the period of pregnoncy was aet down in 844 instances, s may be seen in
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the following table, and which is to be read as follows, thus: one was born
in the 24 month, and so on.

Manth of pregnancy of 844 deliveriar,

Month, T 3 4 8 1 ] 8 o 0
Ho.of daliveries, 1 & 4 3 & 13 %4 8 2

Adepting the rule that births before the sixih month should be termed
abortions, and those cceurring affer that perisd and before the full rime,
miscarringes, the lable givea seventeen as the number of abonisas, and
twenty-lwo as the nomber of miscarrigges. Suere. Should nat the eleven
birnhs procrastinated beyond the full time be called miscarringes as well na
the twenty-two which eceurred within the two months Frwiﬂ:.r. to the Tull
time ! These cases were all returned by my correspendents withoot note
or comment, so that | have no knowledge of the evidence upon which the
opinion was bosed that they were thus procrastinated. OF the abortions
returned by them neither have [ any account.  OF those cccurning in my
own praclice two only will be commenied o, o8, in the oihers, nothing
worlhy of remark was noticed.

The following account of them is the substance of two communicationa
read before the Union Medicol Association.*

Case .—At 4 r.m. T was called to see Mrs. P. W., aged 23, married,
and the mother of two children. From the patient and her mother I re-
ceived the following history of the case:  Day before yesterday, to wit, on
Friday, the potient, while sitting by the fire, was suddenly seized with
profuse Booding, and abortion scon follewed. She was, as she averred, near
the end of the third month of gesistion. She went upen the bed at this
time and has not been up eince.  Bhe had but lile rest the succeeding
night, and yesterday was more uawell; a severe headache, very inlense
through the temples, coming on early in the morning, succeeded by a flushed
face and hot and dry akin, The tongue was furred, she had no sppetite
and was very thirmty. This day, before my arrival, she had taken a cathar-
tic of magnes, salph., which had operated well, procuring five or six de-
Jjections,

Sundayy, Feb. 3d, 1830 —She is now suffering severely from headache,
eapecially in the temples; tongue furred, white at the edpes, brown and
dry in the middle ; skin dry and hot; abdemen moderstely Tull and a litle
tender over the pubic region; urine scanty and high-coloured ; pesture
dorzal; countenance contracted and Anxious ; manner Eznp{unde nt and pul=o
120 beats in & minute, full and hard.  B. Yeneseetion FA. xii.  Ant. tart.
sol. once in three hoors. Salts and senna, to-morrow morning o frea
catharsiz. Cool drinks ad libitum. Keep room ceol.

Monday 4th, 12 A. M.—=Cathartic has opernted well, inducing five
full dejections; headache somewhat less severe; tongue less conted ; urine

* A volantary asaneiation in this neighbaarhood, organized, Moy 12, 18, It is
eompased of eight or ten members. s texsions are holden momhly, a1 which some
nne reads & disseriation and the others contribote cases or pnpers on medieal aubjects,
The remaining time of 1he session is occupied by friendiy bor usrestricted eriticism.



320 Metcal(*s Stafiatics in Midwifery. [Qet.

somewhat increased in quantity, but still high-coloured ; other symploms
remain ibe same. B, Ank tart. sol. at six and twelve o'clock through the
day. Jpecac. infus. ot nine and three o'clock. Spis. nit. dul. pro re pata.
Binapisms to feet.  Cold water o head. Drinks and room the same.

Fedneaday Gth, 10 4. M.~Found my patient this day much relieved
from the pain in the head, but quite desf; bowels freely open. probably
from the antimeny and ipecacuanhn; less lenderness over the uterine
region and at the epigastrium: urine more scanty again and higher-coloured;
ptﬁse 110, full but not hard ; skin dry, shrivelled and hot; lochial discharge
stopped ; some delirium last might; pupils conirected and vacant; tongue
white and moist; thirst lesa; abdomen not full and less tender; decubiius
dorsal and sliding; countenance anxious and desponding. R. Sals and
senna, 1o be taken immedintely. Calomel and James' powders at six
and twelve o’clock, [pecac. infus. at nine and three o'clock.  Bpis.
oit. dul. pro re nata. Pil. opii comp. after four free dejeclions. Hoom
coal and parfect rest,

Friday wth, 4 F. M—Found the paticnt, at this record, apparently
much betier.  Salis and senna had operated well, and afer four i'gﬂinnh
by 1he aid of the pill, she hod rested well on Wednesday night ; abdemen
was but little tender. Thursday night was agnin delirious, wlking in her
slecp: in the afternoon had wwo or three full dejections, but, aking a pill,
us before, the bowels hava since been quiet.  After this had some appetite,
and eat some few mouthfuls of wheat bread toast. The pulse is now
100 beats in & minule, foll and soft; some perspiration about neck and
shoulders ; urine acanty and high coloured ; longue coaled, white at edges
end brown in the middle ; some thirst, especially for cold drinks. R. Cal.
and James' powders ot siz and iwelve o'clock.  [pecac. infus. st nine and
threa o'elock. Spts. mit. dol. pro ro oaw.  Sinapism to pubic region.
Reom and drinks cool,

Sunday 10th, 4 P. M—Passed the night after the last record very
badly; was delirious; very restless; had more fever ; more thirst; threa
dejections; skin hot and busky; tongue more furred.  On Saturday morn-
ing had epistaziz; grew worse through the day; st night was resiless and
delicious; very thimy ; no sleep. ﬁn.s grown worse to-day, since morn-
ing; has become quite helpless ; is somewbat comatose and has a multer-
ing delicium; at times restless; skin hot, dry and harsh 1o the feel; is
very thirsly; respiration much accelerated ; pulse 120, full and bard ;
abdomen more wumid ; tenderness increased over the uterine and cpigns-
tric regions ; pain daniog down the lower extremities guite 1o the beels
and very acute; back burning and painful ; tongue brown and cracked ;
has had no fulovss of the breasts nor any lochiel discharge since the Gth.

E. Venesection 3. xii. Calomel and jalu_p, followed by salts and
senna.  Epispastic six by six to the uterine region, James' powders and
calornel, one in six hours. Continued rest as belore.

Monday, 1lth, 10 4. M—=Cathaniic did not operate until after one
etiema, nor then until one a'clock A. M., this morning ; had five dejections
and then ook o pill of epium, soap and camphor ; respiration hueried and
occasionally sighing ; abdomen not full, but tender upon moderate pres-
sure, just above the pubis; bas great thirst; skin hot and dry ; tengue
brown and cracked in the middle, edges dark red ; no secretion from sali-
vary Eiﬂnd: or the ]i;il:]r]e}rs; delirium :o‘nl.inuaﬂ}r present ; pulse 130 and
small; some cough but dry ; eyes closed ; pupils coniracied ; lips brown
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sod dry ; blister beginning to fill. K. Calomel 1 gr. st six and twelve
o'clock. Jumes' powder 3 gra. ot nine and three o'clock, Spts, nit. dul.
pro re nate.  Room and drinks cool.

b P. M.—Patient evidently sinking, no improvement in any of the
symploms ; blister filled well and has been twice dressed with eabbage
leaves; some vaginal discharge since morning, dark coloured, grumous and
fetid; abdomen more full ond tense; coma more profound and constont ;
pulse 140, very small and cccasionally intermittent,

1 now learned, for the first time, that on Friday preceding my first
viait, the patient had pushed o common Laitting needie foreibly up the
vagina, with the intention of procuring the abonion, Gireat pain imme-
distely followed, succeeded, i twenly-five or thiny minutes, by the
hemorrhege, and, in five or six hours, by the abortion. She cnnl;:.-ased
baving mtiempted the same operation ene week before, but did not suc-
ceed.  This was relaied by the mother-in-law of the patient, who lived n
the same house with her: and, as the paient was now unnble 1o hold eon-
versalion, nothing further conld be clicited. R. Epispastic six by three
to nape of whe neck, Cominue s at last visit.

. Tuewday 12k, 10 4. M.—~Met my friend, Dr. Wilder, in consulta-
tion, No dejection since yesterday ot sunrise; some perspiralion this
momning about the face and neck ; respiration hurried, the inspiration be-
og r:r!ﬂmodiﬂi is profoundly comatose ; haz wrinated once since lnst
recard, urine very highecoloured ; fuee pallid ; tngue brown, eracked, dry
and occasionally bleading.‘, bowels rother full but not iympanitic ; bor-
borygmi; bleody serum ooxing from the angles of the eyes; mucus about
fauces and throat gives muc% trouble, cannot expectorte ity blister on
aeck but litle Glled ; pulse 130, smoll and frequently intermittent. R, Cons
tioue s yesterday with the addition of small doses of sulphate of magnesia.

& £, M~Patent moribund and died ot 10 o'clock P. M. in the same
twening. A post-moriem examination, though urgently requested, wos ob-
winately refused.

Caex 1.—On Tuesday, March 29, 1842, [ was called, at 9 o'clock P, M.,
@ visit a patient, a widow, =aid 1o have been attacked with o sudden and
tlarmiog uterine hemorchage, which, on my arrival, 1 found to be the case,
Jn inquiry, I learned there had been a meoderate hemorrhage since Sunday
norning last, until & short time before 1 was called, when, on geing to the
‘esael 10 urinate, something like half o pint of blood passed off at once, and
he patient took herbed in great alarm.  Examining the cloths [ found the
remerrhage still going on, attended by severe intermittent pains, like those
f a woman in laboor,

Prescribing a strong dose of laudanum, [ then asked for an explanation
if the symptoms. Afier a short pause the patient confessed that she be-
ieved hergelfl pregoant, and that she had arrived at the third month of
erc-pesialion. Finding hersell in this unfortunate predicament, she hod,
rom the first disappearance of the menses, been continually king or doim
omething to provoke abortion. T'o wse her own expression, she bad use

" basket full™ of double tansy, and wound off by deep and frequent pota-
iona of savin tea. She had worked hard, used the warm bath Trequently,
xposed hersell to “all weathers,” taken repeated doses of drastic cathar-
ics, and gong Ihmugh n regular course of g:,'mnq.alics, by jumpiug daily
rom the dinoer table for weeks, but all to no purpose; her burden and her
hame were not 1o be ot rid of so casily.
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Although, five weeks ago, these measures had induced m scanty hemi
thage, still she was not relieved. Driven now almost to despair, she made
application to & physician in tha neighbourbood for further aid.  In josds
ta the profession, I should =ay that this physician hed been expelled from
the Massachuseus Medical Sociery, for 2 willul disregard of its by-hws,
The first prescription of the Dr., which was procured by the cher amiedl
the patient, consisted of a box of pills, of which three were 1o be takeny
bed time and three in the morning. The only effect of this preseripioe
waa o powerful and long continued catharsiz, which, not producing (e
desired effect, moved her 1o make a personal visit to the B‘r about foa
weeks ago,

Al this time an instruraent (from the deseription of the patient, a femah
catheter) was passed up the vagina, though without giving her any pain
T'he attempt 1o rupture the membranes (a8 [ suppose wes intended) didno
succeed; a phial of drops, which iasted sirongly of creosote, were the
given o the patient, o b taken night and moming. and she wae promim
that, in a few days, she would get rid of all her difficulties. The lew day
were passed in great anxiety, but neither the instroment nor the drops pr
dueed any effect. A second visit was now poid 10 the Dr., eleven day
previous lo the present attack, and she again submitted hersell to his man
pulations. The use of the instrument, this time, gave her great pain, az
was succeeded by the discharge of a colourless fluid, which continued 1
drizzle away, in small quantities, up to the irruption of the hemorrhag
From this time the external crgans of generation have been tumid an
painful, and, at this present time, are so much o, that a partial examini
tion, per vaginam, gives the patient great pain.  The vagina is much con
tracted 8o as not, readily, to admit the passmge of a single finger. At 1t
last visit the Dr. also gave her o second phial of drops, 10 be waken, in e
spoonful doses, marning and night. These drops put the patient in gre
jrain, eapecinlly about the back and loins. The pains were nterminiel
and scemed like labour pains; and, as the patient had been the mother
five children, [ think she may ba considered as n competent judge. Al
aking them for & few days, she says, they made her dfind, and, becomir
alarmed, their further nse was discontinued.

Having given such portions of the patient’s confession a8 are materinll
relevant 1o n proper undersianding of the case, [ now proceed with its col
tinued relation.

The dose of laudanum precured but linle, it any, reliel {rom the pain
The hemorrhage, not so profuse, however, as at firsy, suill continue
Being called st thie juncture to attend anather case, [ directed the attends
io repeat the dose of laudanum, with three graina of acetate of lead, shou
the hemorrhage continue profuse. On my return at % o'clock A. M..ibn
howrs afterwards, [ faind the potient very weak and faint but, for the la
hour the bemorrhage had not been severe.  As yet nothing had passed o
o far as I eould discover, which Iooked like feiuz or secundines.

From this time the hemarchage was moderate and the paticnt soon rllie
The pains had abated somewhat of their severily, thoogh they were 8t
atreng.  There wos a consiant oozing of blood from the vulva. Throy
Wednesday and the following night the symploms continued much t
sume, and the patient, having had achange of body linen and been remow
w a (reah bed; was made quite comfortable.

Thursday, March 31at, wos ushered in by a slight increase of the po
and hemorrhage. The patient, without waiting for advice, had this mar
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ing, raken n strong dose of salts and senna, and which was now (11 o'clock
A M) operating powerlully, and potting her in great pain, 1 immediately

ve fer 40 drops of laudanum and directed Ber o take some warm gruel.
The dejections were soon checked snd she become comfortable. AL 8
P. M., | waz again called in great haste, and oo my arrival, was told tho
slier three or four strong pains, semething hod come away different from
soything which had yet been seen.  Un examination, | found in the vessel
an orpanized substance, which, viewed in s, preserved e form, generally,
of the wrerus, lis whole outer surface, except o small portion, was com-
'ichH.‘hl' shaggy, the papille or Aocculi being frem half a line to a line in
ength. At the aug::riur portion, eorresponding to what | supposed 1o have
!Jﬂn the surface of attachment 1o the uterus, it looked like the correspond-
ing surface of a placenta, except that the colour was almest black. The
amell of putrefaction was readily discernible, and some spots were plainly
undergoing the protess of decomposition. On further examination the
masy was found o be a sac, about three inches long and one and a hell
inthes in diameter, at ils widest part; preserving, generally, the shape of
a peur,  The walls varied in thickness from one-cighth to onc-sixicenth of
an inch, except in those portions where decompesiton bad begun 1o ke
Piltt.. where they were much thinner, At its inferior end there was a slic
or opening extending up about ene-third of the way townrds the top of the
#ac. Cin torning the sac inside out, the inner surfoce was found smooth
ond shiniog and of o dull lead colour. Al the wp three or four large ves.
sels, zome of them {to use that expression of wniversal comparison amang
anutomists) na lorge as o crowr quill, stood somewhal prominently out from
s surfoce, radiating from o common eentre, and from which, en being
squeczed, o jet of black bloed was made te issue, I could not discover ony
rudiments of an umbilical eord, or anything which looked like o fows,
neither had anything of the kind been seen since | was first called; and,
supposing the patient 1o have told the truth (and | doubt not she did, as she
still insists that she wes pregonant) nothing had possed before.  The sub-
stance under exnmination | supposed to be the remaing of o placentn and
its membranes; the outer one the shaggy chorion and the inner ene the
amnion.  From this time the patiem did well.  The lechial discharge, as
I termed it, continued in moderate quantity for seyen or eight days; there
was |ittle sorencss of the bowels, nod the patient rapidly recovered.

Supposing this case had been made the subjeet of @ judiciol examing
tiort, and the question had freen put, Fas this woman pregnant? what
should have been my ansiwer? .

In favour of the affirmotion of pregnaney are the following reasons :

1. There was an ocknowledgment of frequent previous sexual intercourse,

2. The patient had felt the nauzca and cibier sensations usually attendant
upon her former pregnancies.

3. There had been an enlargement of the mamme and a deeper eslour of
the areclm about the nipples, since the commencement of the reputed
pregnancy.

4. There was o discharge of a colourless fluid afier the last opermtion
for procuring the abartion, for eleven days, up to the period of the hemor-

thage.
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G. There was thrown off from the uterns what had the appearance of 2
placenta and i membranes.

6. There was a discharge following their expulsion, for seven or vight
days, and which was presumed 1o have been the lochinl discharge.

7. The patient, who had been six timea pregoant before, expressed no
doutns of her present sileation,

In favour of the negation of pregnancy are the fllowing reasons :

1. Mo fa:tus had been discovered by mysell, and, if the patiem rold the
trith, none had passed off when I was absent or before [ waa called.

2. There were no remains of rudiments of an umbilical cord atached to
what [ have called the placenta.

3. The mamme were now flaccid and the arecle pale.

That the fetus had been expelled before I was called, or while I was
mbsent, and concealed by the mother or the attendant, [ do not believe, a3
the patient, in that case, baving 30 strong a motive, would, in all proba-
bility, have denied the pregnancy, which she does not o this day. DBut
if she was pregnant w hat became of the fotos? Mighl it not have been
destroyed by tha process of decomposition and passed unnoticed among the
numerous coagula at the time of the abortion? That it was thus disposed
of I am inclined to believe. The patfent, at mest, could net be more than
three months advanced in pregnancy; it was her beliel that the evum had
been, for some lime, dead, before the incursion of the hemotrhage; this,
with what had been done to dislodge it, together with the feccid sue of
the breasts, for some time before the floeding, seema to confirm the aupposi-
tion of pregomancy. If this siate of the cose was true, the fictus was not
more than two inches long at the time of fis death; lile or no bone had
been formed, and, after the rupture of the membraoes, for eleven days pre-
ceding the hemorrhage, it was placed in very favourable circumstances
for its rapid decomposition.

20, Delivered in what month of the year.—0O[ the 932 children, the
months in which they were born were returned io 535 times, which may
be seen by an inspection of the following table.  As will be seen, the births
were distributed, in pretty nearly equal proportions, among the different
seasons of the year; proving that the common notion prevailing in this re.
grion, that there are more births in summer than the olther sensons is not
correct. 'T'he table is to be rend thus: 84 children were born in Januoary,
67 in February, and so on.

Manths qf the delivery of 838 children.

Months, Jun. Feb. Mur. Apr. May, June, J|.||I.1|I A BepL. 'Del Hru Dwic.
No.of Childrea, B84 61 8% &0 71 o7 oa' 73

The following wble exhibis the distribution of the births among the dil-
ferent seasons of the year, a3 follows:
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Searomy of the delivery of 438 childrin,
Eeasony Egi;;. Summer,  Aviumn.  Wister.
205

No, nl‘:iqhdrn. 203 LE]]

Of the individual months, March furnished the largest number, B5;
while the succeeding month, April, furnisbed but 50, the smollest number.

The question which was respectfully submitted 10 the Muolthusians for
wlution, in & [ormer communication o this journal, on the infrequency of
biths in the month of April, (the first day of which is emphatically the
mozing-day of the universal Yankes nation) yet remains unanswered.

21, Delivered at what hour of the day.—O0 e 932 children, the hour
of binh was noted in 844 inmances, as may be secn by the following table,
Byitwe learn that 440 labours were completed between midnight and
mid-dny, ]earing4ﬂ-1 o be nmomp-liahed in the h"umini.:;lﬁ hall of the
wwenty-four hours. Between 6 o'tlock P.M. wnd 6 o'clock ALM. 456
lboura wero completed, leaving 388 to be secomplished in the remaining
Pﬁ'ﬂiﬂl of the 'I'PH:IIIF-EL‘II.IF hours. ‘The lasi E-D“.{.n:u.l.::ul:l. furnishes 65 more
eases for the night than the day time, equal to 64 per ceat, for the night
sod 46 per cent. for the day. By the hour, is intended thot the deliveries
were finished nearer that hour than any ether. The results of the able
corrobarate the popular opinion, that more children are borm in the night
than the daytime. The table is to be read thus:—358 children were born
at ] AM., 88 a2 A. M., and s0 on.

Hewry o the birth of 844 children
Born A.M., 1 & 3 « 6 6 7 5 4 10 11 12
Wo. of childres, 8 3B 44 H 49 26 M o H 42 313 0
Born P. M., 1 2 3 4 6 & T 5 0 10 11 12
No. of children; 30 3 32 4T IT @ I 33 O3 M 40 26

22, Twins.—00 the 02T labours, five were cases of twins, thus increas-
ing the number of children w 932, By the following wble it will be seen
bat in four cases there were two placentas, ona for vach child; while in
sne cape there was one placenta with two cords.  No placenma was deliv-
'red until vhe binh of bath children. The following rable exhibits an
inalysis of these cases:

.-IMI:'.H‘J of 5 canm q".l!nu
Mo of = jz8 P |,.‘=.' =
LT -Al'-‘n tuigi |1‘m :HI |3balfﬁt!.| —E
14z e kg (lalour l"_E“' =
il LI |
1 :wr-l4!w|1.r. o |F| & | a
] . B | F.| 4 A
H 24 | 36| 08 LI :‘. 8 lF | T A
| Y. | M. B A,
E] 4 |40 7 oV, S | F.| T4 A F
| HE M F. T A, |
4 1" nl a8 2% | v, ] M.l 7 A. 25 L |
fFopl 1M1 m1 |
& a8 & 2 12 i V. a M.| B |8 3 2
| Y. F.| 8 Ao
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The breech and the'face to the puobis presentations occurred, in toh
instances, in second children. No difficulty was experienced in ibeir
delivery. The average weight of the children was 6] lbs. The mothers
all had mpid recoveries.

23. Insirumental deliveries —Of the 092 children b were force de-
livered, wiz.: 2 were delivered by the aid of the blunt heok afier the
operation of crniotomy; 1, by the help of the forceps; 1, by the lever.and
1, manoer not rewurned. The following wble exhibits the ratie of instra-
menial deliveries, oceurring in the practice of diffvrent nccouchers :

Ratio of fnsfrimental deliveries by Siferemt aecouchoura,

x
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One of the cases in which the operaiion of craniclomy was performed,
waa reported in the article lormerly published in this journal. The R
lowing account of the other is condensed from o communication made e
the Union Medical Associntion, belore referred to.

M. W. M was taken in [abour with her first child, Saturday,
Feb. 25, 1841, at 10 o’clock P.M. Bhbe iz of small stature, and her age 36,
Hes been married eight years, and bas always enjoyed good healih up 1o
the present time.

Swndoy, March 1af. T was first calied ot deylight. Found the patien
quite comfortable and sining up, the paina being slight and recurring alfier
long inlervals. On inquiry, found the membranes bad been ropiored
before my arrival; only a small quaniity of water followed the rupture.
The patient being so comforiable, an examination, per vaginam, was
delayed for about two hours; when, on introducing the finger, the head of
the child was readily diminguished. The preseming part was casily
raised by moderate pressure, and quite a flow of the liquor amnii followed.
A few pains succeeded the examination and were found to partoke bui
linle of the expulsive character, From the fivst, [ had noticed that the
wlerine lomour was more pointed and cone-like than any case [ remembered
of poticing before.  Applying the hand to the abdomioal parietes, the
uterus seermed to Le elosely eontracted about the child, and to siand op very
inugh in the shape of a :ugnr-luuf. While making an examination goon
after this, and, while raising the head upon the point of the finger, & noise,
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like the escape of air, was distinctly recognized both by mysell and the
wtendants. At the same time a felid odour was perceived, which also was
present during the remainder of the labour. 1 expressed my conviction
that the child was dead ; bat the mother affirmed that, within a shott period
of time, she had plainly felt its motion, and she was not to be convinced
thet she was mistaken. Applying my band 10 the abdominal tumour, for
soime mindles, [ was satisfied that she had taken an occasional spasmodic
l:l]'iriln of the abdominal muscles ot of the uterus, for the motions of the
ehild.

From this time until 8 P. M. the paina continued very fechle, not occor-
ring oftener than once in twenty-five or thirty minutes. The patient eom-
tinaed cheerful; sat up or leid down as suited her pleasure. From this
time until Monday, March 2, a8t 1 A. M., the pains increased in power and
frequency, though they were nol, ot any time, of & character w0 be called
striving; not did they recur eftener than once in eight or ten minutes, The
béad had now become fixed in the bony pelvis, the vertex I]-efns the [re-
#enling part,and the face wrmed towards the lell sacre-iliee junction. From
this ime until 7 o"clock, P.M., the pains continued 1o decrease in force and
frequency, and, by 8 o'clock, hed entirely ceased.

exday March 3, at 3 A. M., concluded to administer a dose of ergot.
Its apecific operation was noted at about the expiration of twenty minutes;
but the comruetions it superinduced were not siriving or cxpulsive, The
effect lasted about fifteen minutes, during which time the pain was preity
constant, slight remissions only being naticed, There was now occasional
vomiting; induced, as I suppese, by the distension of the stomach with
drioks aided by the ergot. At @ A.M. the wrinary bladder, which had
become quite distended, was thersughly evacunted by the natural efforis
of the petient.

Finding her now wery comfortable, able to walk lrom one room to tha
sher withoat mssistance, and getting a reflreshing nap new and theo, [
concluded 1o wait for further E%bm of nature, hoping the process would’
jet be accomplished without my interference,  Av:d M., being |.E:l}r-ﬁ\'a
hours from the commencement of the labour, [ agnin administered another
lose of ergot. This brought on a teasing pain of fifteen minutes' duration,
¥t without produciog any change in the position of the child's bead.

Despairing of seeing the delivery accomplished without instrumental ?jd,
- now proposed that counsel should be called in. D, Willard, of Ux-
idge, was soon joined with me in the ease.  Afier an examination, per
aginaimn, and a review of the whole case, nnd mnsidrrinsig the protracted
ength of labour, it was concluded to make one more trial with the ergol;
nd, in case of its fuilure to accomplish the object, to procecd at once 1
he instrumental dblivery of the child. The ergot was ogain sdministered
1 an increased dose, but with no better suceess than before,  Afier vainly
tempting o accomplish our ebject with the lever and forceps, the child's
vad was opened, the bmin evacusted, and the delivery completed by the
id of the blunt hook. The womb contracted readily and strongly upon
ae child, as it was slowly delivered; and, after waiting ten or Bfieen
iinutes, the placenta followed without any difficulty. The operation lasted
sme Lweaty minutes, but withoul any censiderable pain to the patient,
wt little flooding fellowed, and, afier the exhibition of an onedyne, the
atient was put comlortably in bed.

An examination of the child proved that it had beeo, for some time, dead ;
1 the culicle slipped eazily off from any part of the body. Scattered about,
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upon varioua portions of the surface, were quile & sumber of vesicles, filled
with blocdy serum, seated upon livid bases. The cadaversus fetor was
alsa very sensible, 20 a3 10 be readily distinguished in all the l.djoining
rooms.

Had labour pains of ordinary intensity been present in this case, I doubt
net the delivery would have been completed without the resort to antificial
menns, and within the frst iwenty-four hours fromn its inception.

4. Period between the delivery of the child and the expulvion of the
placenta.—The (ollowing table exhibits that period in 523 casea out of the
927 births, and is to be read thus: the plocenta was expelled 166 times in
10 minutes, and 20 on.

Period beheeen the bivth of the Child and the expulsion of [he Flocenla.

Period, 10 15 20 25 30 36 40 45 MO 60 0jp T 2 3 5 M
Mu.ofplacontas, 166 272 29 17 13 3 7 2 1 3 2 3 2 11 1

Mo case of retention of the placenta wes followed by any unfavourable
termination of the [abour. These retained nine and wrenty-four hours were
returifed by my corrcspondents without any renorks. [ am aware that
many physicians do not wait ao long, a3 the shortest period sct down in the
shave table, for the defivery of the placenia, [ consider, however, that it
i safer to wait a little while, so that the vterus may bhave tlime 10 contract
upon the placenta, and thus render the patient less linble 1o hemorrhege
after its expulsion. OF course, il the hemorrhage is urgent, afler the
delivery of the child, | do not wait a0 long as [ otherwise should, but am
governed by that eireumstance when to interfere in the process,

v 25, Placentas, force delivered —In 838 cazes where the delivery of the
placente was noted, it was force delivered in six cases. Of these, one was
delivered at the end of three hours without flooding; three, scon after the
delivery of tho child, on necount of that aceident, one of which was upon
the edge of the os uteri, and two by reason of an hour-glass contraction,
Ouae of these last occurred in o patient forty-three years of age, in labour
with ber ficst child,  Afier waiting some forty or forty-five minutes for the
delivery of the afier-binth, and fnding, by external examinetion of the
abdomen, that the uterus wes irregularly contracted, and the hemnrrha,ge
increasing, I puszed my hond through the vulva and os uteri, as fur o8 the
contraction, without much difficulty. Here I was stayed for some time, na
the contrzction was close and not readily dispesed o yield. By degrees,
however, the coptraction wos owercome; the placenta, lying losse, was
readily grasped, and slowly and safely delivered. Afer the coniraction
woa relaxed, [ did net perceive that there was any disposition to its return
agnin. The patient suffered considerable poin during the operation, and,
towards its close, became quile fint and exhavsted. The guarded exhibi-
tion of stimulants seon produced & moderate reaction; the patient rallied and
was soon quite comforable, No ontoward accident aflerwards occurred,
during her recovery. The other case of hour-glass contraction waa fallowed
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by puerperal fever; not, probably, however, on that account, ns the patient
waa living in & region where there was, at that time, an evidenly epidemic
tendency to that disease,

0. Prepiots chiliren—0f the 27 coses, the previous children which
the rmothers had given birth to was noted in 377 ipstances. The result of
thia inquiry is embodied io the following wble.

Previowr Children of 377 Mothers,

Totnl. Tatal dend. Tatal living.
Hu.nf:hildmn. 1178 TaT HEn
Na. of males, 652 PR - 476
No. of focales, bl14 101 413

It will be underatosd that the previous children were reckoned from the
last mecouchement. Of the males, 258 per cent. had died, while, of the
fermales, only 19 per cent. had died, thus showing tbe mortality to be nine
per cent, greater among males than females. Among the whole number
of the previous childeen, 1176, there were asceriained to have been but o
single pair of Lwios.

27, Concluding Remerks.—I am aware that the pages of the preceding
communication contain little that is ealculsted 1w awaken the wonder or
exeite the curiosily of these who losk inte books, with the expectation of
being startled into amazement, by the rhetorical embodimeny of some bold
apeculation. The fire must be Promethean, or it kindles no emotion in
those who fiy with the wings of learus, * Includere gemmam in seyphis
sureis,” or truth, with all ber efforts, gets but & sorry company of listeners. ©
But once in an bge, suppose sorae wonderful problem is solved, per salium ;
still; progress, in the main, must be slow, pledding, pnd accomplished by
degrees.  For the mass of travellers, who are striving for advancement on
the highway of knowledge, amongst all its astonishing inventions, the in-
genuity of man has yet achieved no railroad conveyunce for the body, and
no telegraphic communication for the mind. The mulitude, then, must
content themselves with the ofd way, uninviting and rugged though it be.
They must content themselves with sioring up isolated and disjointed
materials, without stopping to inquire who is to win the erown of immor-
tality, by a philosophical induction from their fortunate arrangement and
comparison.

In the present communication I have designed 1o collect nnd lay by for
future vae, & fow facts conpected with an impontant branch of our profes-
sion. Trosting that some good may be accomplished by the labour [ have
bestowed wpon their armogement, they are respectfully submitted for the

considerstion of those who are engaged in the practice of the ebstetric an.

Mdendon, June 1, 1847,
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