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MONTREAL, OCTOBER, 1371.

THE FORTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MONTREAL
GENERAL HOSPITAL,

This is in reality the fifty-second year of the existence of this
institution.

In the year 1819, Montreal was comparatively a small city with
a population of about 18,000. There were at that early period of
our history, men ossessing all that benevolence and decision of
character, which led to the establishment of an institution which
has become 1n our day one of the most important and benevolent
charities on this continent. The town of Montreal was at that
time increasing in size and importance. Emigration was annually
augmenting our numbers, and the Hotel Dieu Hospital, the only
hospital in existence at that period in this city, was found to be
inadequate to the requirements of the indigent sick. A larger
number of emigrants that year sought an asylum and new home
in Canada.” The western province of Ontario was very sparcely
populated, and many of the emigrants who arrived amongst us
with a view of going West, were afflicted with fever and other
diseases requiring medical treatment and the comforts of a home.

From this increasing neceseity a few benevolent gentlemen met
together, a subscription was started, and a temporary house leased
for the purposes of a hospital. The good effected was so marked
during the first year, that it was subsequently decided to secure a
site, and erect thereon a building with the intemtion of a per-
manent establishment. Ground was purchased, and a sum of
£2,200 was raised by public subscription.

#In January, 1221, a special committee appointed for that pur-
‘‘pose, entered into a contract for the erection of the edifice
# known ae the Montreal General Hospital.” The building first
erected forms the present body of the hospital. It comsisted of
ten wards, and was calculated to contain about 60 beds. The
building was formally opened in May, 1822, and during the first
year there were admitted and treated s interns 421 patients,
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besides which 397 persons received out-door medical and surgical
relief. From this may be estimated the good effected by this insti-
tution, and the urgent necessity for an hospital at that early date.
It was deemed advisable to set apart an endowment fund, and
goon after the establishment of the institution a charter was ob-
tained, by which it was enacted that all subscribers of £25 to the en-
dowment fund, became eligible for election as life governors of the
institution.

Now while every credit is due to the citizens for furnish-
ing the means by gratuitous subscription for the support of this in-
stitution, we must not forget the medical and surgical stafl’ who
performed their share of the work without fee or emolument, nor
must we fail to notice that if this hospital has become a source of
honest pride to the citizens, that its position and name as an in-
stitution at which surgical and medical relief can be obtained, has
in the main been effected by the earnest painstaking and honest
work of its medical staff. We need not particularize further than
by stating that the staff of our hospital has always been selected
from the ranks of the foremost men in our profession; in these
selections we consider that the governing body have acted wisely,
a8 to-day may be seen the results of such selections, inasmuch as
relief is constantly sought by persons non-resident in the city, and
who come to Montreal for the express purpose of consulting some
one member of the medical or surgical staff of this hospital.

We turn now to the details of the present Annual Report, and
we must say that it exhibits the growing interest and pride taken
by our citizens generally in the success of this benevolent institu-
tion. The broad spirit of liberality and true christian charity are
the chief recommendation of this hospital. Not in the
spirit of the levite or the priest, but in that of the
Good Bamaritan, it does good to all. In distributing its benefits
it knows no country or creed, it is sufficient to know that a son of
Adam 18 suffering and in want, the Montreal General Hospital is

open to his neceseity, and is ever ready to bind up his wounds pour- -

ing in oil and wine.

On reference Lo the Report, it will befoundthat during the year
ending 1st May, 1371, 1559 persons were admitted into the hospital
a8 interns. The proportion of Roman Catholics and Protestants of
alldenominations, was very nearly equal. And of nationalities nearly
évery country in Europe is represented, besides natives from the
United States and East and West Indies. This number is an in-
crease of patients receiving in-door relief of 167 over that of last
year. Of out-door patients there were 11,346. This large number will
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give some idea of the valuable field for climical observation afforded
by this hospital. '

On reference to the financial statements, we find that in round
numbers the people of Montreal have contributed $10,525, which
after all is not so very large a sum when we take into account the
benefits derived by the public generally from this hospital. This
has been a favourable season so far as the public health is con-
cerned ; but let us suppose that our city had been afflicted with
an epidemic, and that we had been scourged by the Almighty
hand with disease and death. This amount so liberally contri-
buted would have been insufficient to meet the increased expen-
diture.

We notice one feature this year among the items of income, vis:
the annual collections in the Protestant churches of this city and
of Lachine, and we regret that this action is confined to Protestant
communions. Our Roman Catholic brethren are not a whit bahind
the Protestants in liberality and charity. It may be argued that
they have a large hospital of their own to support, true, but if by
following the roll and having a hospital Sunday, on which occasion
all contributions shall be devoted to hospital purposes, the
amounts 8o collected to be equally divided between the two
hoepitals, we have no doubt that a large sum would be added to
the income of both institutions.

The expenditure during the year was some $322 less than the in-
come, besides which some §6,000 was added to the endowment fund.
Altogether this report is highly satisfactory, and is a further
evidence of the success and usefulness of this institution. We pub-
lish below the Medical and Surgical Report :—
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORT OF THE MONTREAL

GENERAL HUSPITAL, FOR THE YEAR ENDING lsr
MAY, 1871:—
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