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cal public, those relating to ‘“ics” or *‘ pathies,” nor the great mass of
what are called pamphlets in the technical sense of the word, that is,
books of less than one hundred pages. The great majority of these pam-
phlets are either reprints from periodicals, addresses inaugural or valedic-
tory, a few of which contain historical data of interest, or controversial
and personal disquisitions which are best forgotten. While it is true that
there is no necessary connection between the size of a work and its prac-
tical or scientific value, it will be found that with a very few exceptions,
which have been pointed out in the preceding articles of this series,
nothing of interest or importance is omitted by this division. The books
to be counted may be classified as follows : —

I. Systematic treatises and monographs by physicians residing in this
country, including reports of hospitals, corporations, and gov-
ernment departments.

IT. Reprints and translations of foreign medical books.

ITT. Medical journals.
IV. Transactions of medical societies.

The first, third and fourth classes inclunde what is ordinarily meant by
the phrase ‘* American Medical Literature.” From them are excluded
books written by A merican authors, but printed abroad, as, for instance,
those of Dr. Wm. Charles Wells ; while on the other hand, they include
books written by physicians born and educated abroad, but who may be
said to have become citizens of this country, such as Tytler, Pascalis,
Bushe, Dunglison, Jacobi, and Knapp.

The statistica of the four classes above given, include not only the
medical literature of the United States for the century, but nearly all
which the country has produced since the first settlement. At the com-
mencement of the Revolutionary War, we had one medical book by an
American anthor, three reprints, and about twenty pamphlets. The book
referred to is the “ Plain, Precise, Practical Remarks on the Treatment of
Wounds and Fractures,” by Dr. John Jones, New York, 1775. It is
gimply a compilation from Ranby, Pott, and others, and contains but one
original observation, viz., a case of trephining followed by hernia cerebri.

The libraries of our physicians were composed, according to Bartlett,?
of the works of Boerhaave, with the Commentaries of Van Swieten, the
Physiology of Haller, the Anatomy of Cowper, Keil, Donglass, Chesel-
den, Monroe, and Winslow ; the Surgery of Heister, Sharp, Le Dran,
and Pott; the Midwifery of Smellie ; the Materia Medica of Lewis; and
the works of Sydenham, Whytt, Mead, Brookes, and Huxham. The works
of Cullen were junst beginning to be known. The only public medical
library was that of the Pennsylvania Hospital, which contained, perhaps,
two hundred and fifty volumes. There were probably not two hundred
graduates of medicine in the country, and not over three hundred and
fifty practitioners of medicine who had received a liberal education. Two
medical schools had just begun, but had accomplished little previous to
the war which closed them, there were no medical journals, and but one
State Medical Society, that of New Jersey, had been organized. From
this unpromising condition of things, have been developed the literary
results, of which we now present a summary.

! A Disrertation on the Progress of Medical Science in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, Boston, §vo., 1810,
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Table showing number of Medical Books printed in the Uniled Stales
Jrom January 1, 1716, to January 1, 1876,

! ] !
: 1775 1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 ISTO' s
to to to to to: to to|to] to| E
1799 1809 1819 1829 1839 1849 1859|1869 1875 E°
I | '
£ I
Crass I. ; ‘ | l |
American No. lst edition 30 24 51 48 83 96 101° 157, 130 729,
Medical No. later editions 9 4| 14 17 34 49 80 85 44 336
Books No. Vols. Total 51 31| 77 86 136 162 197 256, 1801176
Crass II. - l ' | ‘
Reprints No. lst edition 28 39| 64 72 145 135 99! 104 81| 767
and No. later editions 11+ 23 28 33 36 67T) 76 64! 50, 388
Translations ( No. Vols. Total 49 | 76 | 111 135 192 214 184 160, 137 1274
!
Crass ITI. , !
Medical No. Journp.com’ced’ 1 ' b 6 17, 18 26, 52’ 38! 32 195
Journals ¥ ‘¢  discont'd ......, 3 5 10 18|- 14) 317 36, 20, 137
(13 A kS ] 1] %
Original No. Vols.com'nced | 2 | 21 | 27! 85| 104 173 876" 292/ 206 1376
gina No. Vols. compl’ted, 2 | 20 | 27 79| 98 166 366 271 283 1312
L1 B.“ |
No. Journals e 1 ( 5 1 3 3 17
Reprints ) No. Volumes ~ .oovr oo | 9 2020 46 71 51| 32 258
Crass IV. |
Transactions | i
Med. Saciatielg No. Volumes ‘ T 3 2‘ 5r 17! 27: 76, 88 IllI 336
! i [ !

It will be seen from this table, that the medical literature of the United
States really commences with the present century, and this is still more
apparent, if the character of the works issued prior to 1800, be considered.

The first literary contributions of our physicians, after the close of the
war, are contained in the memoirs of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, Boston, 1785, and in the Transactions of the American Philo-
sophical Society at Philadelphia, 1786. The first original separate work
was the ** Cases and Observations by the Medical Society of New Haven
County, in the State of Connecticut,” New Haven, 86 pp., 8vo., 1788.
This is a collection of twenty-six articles, including several cases and
autopsies, of interest, and a paper on the production of dysentery among
troops hy overcrowding and foul air, in which the connection of cause and
effect is clearly demonstrated.

The majority of the succeeding publications, to the end of the century,
related to the yellow fever, which was then epidemic along the whole
Atlantic coast. The most prominent author of this period is Benjamin
Rush, noteworthy also as an orator and politician. His writings excel
in manner rather than matter, and the undoubted influence which he ex-
erted over the earliest stages of American medicine, was probably due
to his lectures rather than his published works. T'he best of his essays,
and indeed the only one to-day worth consulting, is that on diseases of
the mind, which contains some original observations of interest. One of
his eulogists, Dr. Ramsay,' says: ‘“ On the correctness of this opinion

! Eunlogium upon Benjamin Rush, by David Ramsay, Philadelphia, 1813, 8vo.,
pp- 79.
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