Fatality Following a Controversy Between Medical Men.—A letter
from the University of Bonn recites a tragedy following a dif-
ference between surgeons. An armed encounter between mem-
bers of the medical professionat this the close of the nineteenth
century was certainly not to be anticipated, but the old saying
that it is always the unexpected which arrives has once more
been verified. It is only too true that a duel was recently
fought at Bonn, the combatants being both medical practition-
ers, and most unfortunately one of them met with his death
from a penetrating wound of the thorax. It seems that two
of the assistants of a surgical clinic named Reusing and Fischer,
had a violent altercation over a professional matter, the former
accusing his colleague of malpractice in the conduct of an oper-
ation, and as apparently there was no older and wiser person at
hand to pour oil on the troubled waters a hostile meeting en-
sued, with the above mentioned deplorable result. That duels
ghould still survive on the Continent, especially in military
circles is perhaps not to be wondered at under the existing
regime, but happily the vast majority of medical men of all
nationalities are the possessors of well balanced minds, and
recourse among them to the argumentum baculinum for the
adjustment of technical disputes must be an altogether excep-
tional occurrence., Complaints are often heard of the over-
crowding of the medical profession on the other side of the
channel, but of all depletory methods the slaying of one’s con-
frore is surely the least philosophic. A duel at the present day
is an anachronism. As a mode of settling scientific controversy
it is not only out of date, but also about the most illogic pro
cedure conceivable. Killing an opponent does not prove the
survivor's case ; while the gratification of an ignoble feeling ot
personal resentment is dearly purchased at the expense of life-
long remorse. The principals in a duel are blameworthy, but
for them there are excuses, seeing that most human beings are
more or less passionate by nature. For the seconds, generally
speaking, there is absolutely nothing to be said. They are
simply the abettors of a crime in which they run no bodily risk,
and it is against them that retributive justice should be mainly
directed, If seconds would only consider the heinousness of
their position, there would soon be an end of dueling.





