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34 SURGERY, GYNECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS

SUGGESTIONS IN TEACHING GYNECOLOGY, WITH DEMONSTRA-
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gj ditions of the pelvic structures, is presented to
) the class for their consideration and is studied
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SAMPSON: SUGGESTIONS I

examination in gynecology this year, for the
senior class of the Albany Medical College,
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Presented in the Form of Illustrated Problems
for Class-room Work.” It is published by he
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44 SURGERY, GYNECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS

Illustration of a chart showing how a hamato-

Fig. 19.
cele may cause a median symmetrical abdominal pelvic
tumor. -

This is the same chart represented in the preceding four
illustrations with a piece of cardboard representing a
hzmatocele covering the area A B C D E F. This
piece of cardboard completes the unfinished picture,

shown in Fig. 15, and shows how a hzmatocele may give
rise t0 a median symmetrical abdominal pelvic tumor
(from an actual case). The chart thus completed was used
in the study of this condition in ectopic pregnancy.

The problem is presented and solved as were the three
preceding ones. See Fig. 16.

In like manner other causes of this symptom may be
presented and solved, such as an ovarian cyst, pelvic
abscess, abdominal pregnancy etc.

Similar charts may be used to study the significance of
tumors in other situations. )

arise and by presenting these conditions as
dllustrated problems which the student can see
and touch, he is able to use these special senses,
and with his knowledge of the subject he
attempts to solve these problems himself. The
students’ answers corrected, when necessary,
and supplemented by information which they
cannot be expected to reason out, should con-
stitute our present knowledge of the condition
under discussion.

4. By means of special ““mechanical’ charts,
the development of many abnormal conditions
may be indicated, the conditions resulting may
be shown diagrammatically and especially
with a view to the explanation of how these
conditions alter the manifestations of normal
anatomy and normal physiology, i.e., how
they give rise to symptoms and what these
symptoms are.

5. By presenting these problems in book
form the student is able to study them before
coming to class and at the end of the course
has a text-book for future reference.

6. By following out this general plan of
instruction each student will have been taught
to observe, to use what knowledge he already
has in solving problems new to him, and will
have studied and, with assistance, solved the
various problems in gynecology instead of
memorizing data obtained from didactic lec-
tures and text-books. In addition, he will
have written a text-book which he not only
had for future reference but also one to which
he may add new material at any time.

Fig. 20. Illustration of chart used in mid-year examina-
tion in gynecology.

The students were told the conditions present in an
actual case and the case was presented to them as an illus-
trated problem which they were asked to solve by answering
these questions:

1. How did the conditions present in this case probably
arise ?

2. What would be the probable subjective symptoms
and their origin?

3. What should be detected on examining the patient?

4. What other conditions might simulate the ones shown
here?

It may be seen that, in order to answer these questions,
quite an extensive review of the subject of gynecology must
be made and that the conditions presented were those
found in an actual case and also those which will be en-
countered by the students in their future clinical work.
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