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JAMES ROBERT GOODALL 
O.B.E. ,  M.D., F.R.C.O.G., F.A.C.S., 

1877-1947 

DH. GOODALL was born a t  Ottawa in 1877. 
His preliminary education was in that city, 
where he graduated as gold medallist from 
Ottawa College. The Bachelor of Arts 
degree was awarded from McGill University 
in 1899 and in 1901 he received the M.D., 
C.M. 

Graduate studies were completed in 
Montreal, Edinburgh, Paris and Berlin. 
During this time he was keenly interested 
in the study of ovarian neoplasms. On the 
completion of an outstanding monograph 
with reference to this subject he was 
awarded the Dector of Science degree from 
McGill in 1911. In  1912 he was appointed 
clinical professor in the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology. Since then he 
was an active member of McGill and several 
Montreal hospitals which include the Royal 
Victoria Montreal Maternity, Homeopathic, 
St. Mary’s and the Jewish hospitals. 

His continuous contribution to Montreal 
medicine for a forty-year period was inter- 
rupted only for five years. This was during 
the first World War, Sept. 1914 to Sept. 
1919, when he served as medical officer 
with the 5th Mounted Rifles. He was 
wounded on three occasions and was three 
times mentioned in dispatches. He also 
served at military headquarters in London 
and was decorated with the Order of the 
British Empire. 

During his medical career Dr. Goodall 
received many honorary and other degrees 
including the F.A.C.S., F.I.C.S., and 

F.K.C.O.G., the D.Sc. of Edinburgh and 
Chicago. He was a prolific writer and made 
many valuable contributions to this Journal 
and to America1 medical journals. In 
addition to his monograph on ovarian 
neoplasms he is best known for his book on 
endometnosis, on which subject he was 
classed as an authority. 

Outside of his profession he taok a keen 
interest in various endeavours. He had a 
wide knowledge of modern literature and 
was an accornplishcd linguist, being able to 
converse in five languages. Music was one 
of his hobbies. In later years he became 
interested in philosophy and though many 
of his friends were not totally in accord with 
his ideas, they were agreed that his ap- 
proach was stimulating and thaught-pro- 
voking. At the timc of his death Dr. Goodall 
was working on a philosophical monograph 
entitled Religio Chirurgi and had recently 
presented a paper in Toronto on the Histovy 
of Man’s Concept of the Soul. 

Dr. Goodall was active until the day of 
his death. He performed a major operation 
in the Royal Victoria Hospital a few hours 
before he was suddenly stricken. He died 
on September 25,1947. 

His students, colleagues and friends will 
remember him as an accomplished teacher, 
a surgeon of unusual dexterity and a great 
gentleman. 

He is survived by his wife, a son and two 
daughters. 
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