SPENCER - Medico-Philosophical Commentaries 1789

With the following well authenticated ig-
ftance ot tour chiidren delivered at one birth,
we haye been favoured by an ingenious gen-
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tleman, Mr J. Spencer, from the Ifland of Do-
minica, who had himfelf an opportunity of
fecing both the mother and children.

A .negro woman, named Bencbah,: was
brought from Africa to Dominic3 in the yedr
1782, and foon after was married to ote of
het own countrymen. By him fhe had one
child. But, this hufband dying ; foon after
that, the married another of her countrymen,
with whom fhe lived for feveral years without
having any children. Bat at Jength fhe be-
came pregnant ; and had no other reafon for
{ufpe&ing a plurality of children, excepting an
nncommonly large fize. On the 22d of Febru-
ary 1789, when, according to her own compu-
tation, fhe had been about nine months preg-
pant, the was feized with labour-pains; and, by
the afliftance of a negro woman oo the eftate
- to which fhe belonged, who officiated as mid-
wife, {he was delivered of a boy, to appearance
healthy, and of the ordinary fize. But no
placenta coming away, and marks of pregnan-
cy ftill continuing, an accoucheur was fent for,
who, about 24 hours after the birth of her
firft child, delivered her of three girls, “all of
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the ordinary fize ; after which, he extra&ed a
placenta of an enormous fize, which he com-
puted would have weighed about fifteen pounds.
After this the had a very good recovery, and
was able to walk about by the eighth day.
Bhe gave fuck to all her four children, alfo
employing, however, with them at the fame
time a good deal of fpoon-meat. Mr Spencer
faw them when about five months old. At
that time they were all ftout children, and, as
well as their mother, in perfe& health. .

When Benebah was delivered of thefe
children, fhe was about the 3oth year of her
age. She meafured five feet two inches in
height. Her hufband, who was in his gsth
year, was a ftour well-made man, about the
middle fize : and it may perhaps be mentioned
as a fingularity, that both fhe and her hufband
were twins,
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