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Cafe of a Polypns Uteri, communicated by Dr. DENMaAN.®

IN the beginning of July laft, I was defired to vifit a fo-
feign lady, who was born, and had paffed the greateft part of
her life, ina hot climate. She was between thirty and forty years
of age, had been early married, but never had a child. Her
Mftrength was much reduced, her afpe& was wan, and her lips
.and gums pale, but her appetite and digeftion were . She
informed me, that about three years ago, the had fuffered much
from a profufe utetine- ha:morrzage, and from that, to the time
of my converfing with her, had never pafled a fingle day with-
out a return of LEe hamorrhage in a greater or lefs degree, and
fometimes it had been very confiderable. She had never fuf-
fered any utcrine pain, or other local inconvenience, except a
frequent inclination to void her urine, and fome difficulty in
voiding it. When fhe was free from the hemorrhage, the had
a watery or ichorous difcharge of an unpleafant zliind. She
had been under the care of feveral medical gentlemen, who had
not given a decided opinion on her cafe, but had rF:m:ral.ly
made an alarming prognoftic. She had received little or no
benefit from a variety of medicines, which had been prefcribed
for her, and which fhe had taken with great perfeverance.

She permitted me to take an examination, and I was ve
much furprized to find the whole vagina and uterus, as far as
could reach, (for the os uteri was completely dilated) filled with
a flethy fubftance of a pretty firm texture, which could not be
fufpected to be any thing but a palypus, though it was not poffi-
ble to difcover the ftem or pedicle of it. r

As the ftate of this patient was fuch as to excite great ap-
prehenfion for her fafety, from the continuance of the hzmo:r-
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 hage, and as there was no likelthood of this being ftopped,
without the extirpation of the polypus, the neceffity of remov-
ing it was evidedt. Yet, from its magnitude, there muft
clearly be much difficulty in paffing a ligature over it; and if
this difficulty were {urmounted, it would be doubtful on what
part it might be fixed, as it was not certain that the uterus was
not'inverted. But from the failure to pafs the ligature, though
.1 might be difappainted, no harm.could arife; and if it were
_pafled, and happenced to fix upon a part unable to bear jts opex-
ation, I could defift immediately on the appearance of any
untoward fymptom ; it was therefore thought right to make
the attempt. I was foiled in the firft trials I made; but on
July the ninth, I'fucceeded in paffing the ligature, and con-
dulted it by the help of a long weoden probe, with a perfora-
tion at the end, far beyond the reach of my.fingers; fo as to
“include the whole circumference of the tumour. On the firft
day I only drew the ends of the ligature fufficiently tight, to
keep it ﬁyxcd upon the part to which'it was condué{ed; but 1
‘drew it tighter on every fuccceding day till the feventeenth,
"when the %igature came away. From the time of my fixing
the ligature, there had been a profufe fanious difcharge, plainly
fthewing that the tumour was decaying; yet, though it was de-
tached, no attempts were made to extract it ; but it was fuffered
‘to remain, with the expectation of its bulk being leffened by
putrefaCtion. On the nineteenth, after fome difturbance in
the bowels, the complained of fevere pains in the region of
the wuterus, returning at fhort intervals like the pains of la-
bour, raifing the fame kind of effort as is made to expel a child.
During ' the continuance of a pain, I found the polypus preffin
firmly upon, and dilating the os externum, which wasrigid an
much contralted. In about four hours, with the little affift-
ance I was able to give, the polypus was excluded without any
h::m;rrhagc, either during the time of its expulfion or after-
wardgs. ’

Dr. BAILLIE, who faw this patient with me, had the poly-
pus, which, notwithftanding its diminution, (it was much de-
cayed) wecighed two pounds and three ounces; fo that it does
not feem unreafonable to fuppofe it muft originally have weigh-
ed three pounds, being far the largcft I ever removed.

' The lady recovered without one unpleafant {fymptom, men-

ftruated naturally at thcend of five weeks, and has fince re-
mained in perfet health. '
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