Tex SpecuLuw.—Oar attention has been
called by a correspondent to the great fre-
quency with which this instrament is used,
often needlessly, and, in far too many cases,
in young impressionable females, where
only absolute necessity should call for such
an investigation. It is especially the young
members of our profession against whom
our correspondent directs his remarks, for
he says: ‘There are rumors and state-
ments going abroad, which deserve atten-
tion, that young unmarried girls, not of
doubtful character, but strictly virtuous,
are often tampered with, so as to allow the
introduction of the vaginal speculum. * * *
I am told that visitors in the families of
these victims of quackery (7) are often in-
vited and urged to see the evidences of
disease, real or imaginary. I do not know
how a remedy for these evils can best be
applied, but there should be no delay in



THE SPECULUM.

doing anything possible for this object ; and
for those guilty of such degradation, lan-
goage is hardly capable of too severe de-
nunciation.” '

In these days of poly-speculation, when
we seem jumping out of the swaddling
clothes which our forcfathers left about us,
and are disposed to submit each organ of
the body to every species of investigation
which the fertile brain of man can devise,
it would be strange indeed if we did not
assume too frequently to throw light on re-
gions where light need not go. Grant that
that we need more knowledge of the dis-
eases of woman, as we do of every other
branch of disease, and that so many ef her
ailings are due to pathological conditions
of the organs of generation ; grant the as-
sertions of those who have come from
the schools of Europe in reference to the
facilities for observation enjoyed there, and
their complaints that the hospitals and dis-
pensaries here do not offer them similar
advantages ; grant this, and, notwithstand-
ing, we do not hesitate freely to say that
vaginal examinations are too frequently
and unnecessarily made. The glory of a
trne woman is that shrinking delicacy of
feeling which dreads exposure, in whatever
way it may come ; her only shame, its loss.
~ She comes to her physician as a confidant

to a friend, and every mneedless exposure
serves only to blunt the sensitive nature
which is her sex’s heritage, an exposure
we have no righ! to ask her to submit to.

Of those who would compare Europe
with America in its clinical advantages in
this respect, the question might well be
asked if, on comparing the mental, moral
and social condition of the peasant class,
of Austria, for instance, with that of even
the lowest class among our own native
population, any friend of humanity would,
for the sake of instruction, place our own
women on the plane of the European.

This is no new subject ; it has been tho-
roughly discussed at various times; but
we cannot refrain from expressing the views
which we entertain, and which are suggest-
ed by our correspondent. So far a8 may
be necessary to ascertain the cause of dis-
ease in our patient, so far as may be ad-
visable for the absolute needs of.clinical

instruction, is it our privilege to use the
speculum, and even tgen only in such a
manner a8 may preserve those feelings
which are the right of woman.

“True clinical teaching like this would
meet with full approval from all who wish
well to medical education ; but to uncover
an unfortunate woman in a college amphi-
theatre in presence of a hundred or more
students, is a proceeding the agony of
which is not compensated by any adequate
advantage to the class.”’*

We find this ulceration on our profes-
sional 08 so well touched up by our cotem-
porary, the senior Editor of the Pacific
Medical and Surgical Journal, that we can-
not help giving a quotation from his re-
marks, to close the subject.

“Now let us come home and bring to
judgment a sin in the family. Within the
profession there is a species of quackery
which is advertised, not by the printing
press, but by the uterine speculum. There
prevails very extensively among our women
asingular disorder, of which the most promi-
neunt symptom is a passion for uterine ex-
plorations. To some extent medical prac-
titioners are responsible for the general
prevalence of this malady. It is easy for
sengitive females to persnade themselves
that their afflictions, from the toothache
downwards, are due to falling of the womb,
or ulcerations or tumors; and he is the
sharpest doctor who first detects the diffi-
culty. Here comes in the charlatan, to
exaggerate the disease, if there be any, and
to beguile the patient with promises of
cure. Henceforth the speculum becomes
to the poor woman an essential part of the
daily routine of life. Caustic, the knife,
and various manipulations, look like work ;
and she is charmed with the industrious and
energetic attentions of the professional me-
chanic. By and by the bubble bursts ; and
for all the good that has been done by sub-
jecting the uterus to a conrse of torture,
its proprietor might as well have adopted
the treatment accredited to that miracle of
scientific skill, Li-potai, namely, the appli-
cation of a blister to the crown of the head
to raise the fallen womb to its place.

“Jt is to be hoped that the fashion of
women to mistrast and slander their wombs
and rejoice in having them explored and
tinkesed, has passed its culmination; and
with it the professional mania for persecat-
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ing that organ. The highest authorities
have taken the back course and condemned
their own uterine surgery in some respects.
We may therefore indulge reasonable ex-
pectation that the uterus will shortly with-
draw from public exposure, and regard the
decencies of private life.”
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